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TORMENTS OF HELL,

THE

FOUNDATION AND PILLARS THEREOF, BEARCHED,
DIBCOVERED, SHAEEN AND BEMOVED.

HNFALLIBLE PROOYA THAT THERE I8 NOT T0 BE
A PUNISHMENT AFTER THIS LIFE FOR ANY
TO ENDURE THAT SHALL NEVER END.






PREFACE.

IT caonnot be considered improper to introduce the
following work, on the Torments of Hell, with a brief
acoount of its Author. The first edition appesred in
London, in 1658, and no secresy was maiuteined in
regard io its erigin. It was avowedly the produc-
tion of one BavmveL RicEirpsonm, a writer of some
note, if we may judge from the size and number of
the works be wrote. Very little, however, is known of
 him. T'have searched all the usual sources of biogra- |

phy for some account of thie singalar individual,
- but without success. By a reference to that scarce
and valuable book, Watt's Bibliotheca, it appears that
be was the author of the following works ; ¢ Consider-
ations on Dr, Featley's Dipper Dipt,’ quarto, London
1645, * Justification by Christ alone, & Fountain of Life
and Comfort,” quarto, London, 1647, *The Necessity
of Toleration in Religion," quarto, 1647. * An Answer
io the London Minister's Letter to his Excellency and
to his Council of War, as also an answer to J. Geree's
Book, &c.' quarto, London, 16849, * The Canse of the
Poor pleaded,” quarto, London, 1853. * An Apology
for the present Goveroment and Governor,' quarto,
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London, 1854, *Plain Dealing, in snswer to Mr.
Vavasor, Powell and others, quarto, London, 1656,
None of these works to our knowledge have descended -
to the present age. The most of them, we should
judge from the titles, relerred to the peculiar evonts of
the suthotr’s own time; and they would lead us to
think that he wes possessed of & bold and enterprising
character.

Of the work that follows, the present, we believe, is
the fourth edition. The original edition came out, an
we have said, in 1658 ; the seeond, in 1660, The
third was publithed many years after, with a selection
of scarce and valuable pieces that were entirely out of

‘ print, with & view to their preservation. This edition
ig fromw the third. It is a faithfal copy-io every res.
pect, cxcept that the antique orthography is avoided,
the atyle is in some cases modernized, and a few passa-
ges have been elucidated whete the sense was ohsoure,

Tt will be universally conceded that thisis & rare
end curious work. It abounds im a great variety of
argoments, some of them strange and whimsical, but
others very cogent and convincing. 'The author was
noquestionably & man of originality, of talent, of fear-
lesspess, of reflection, of study, though he sometimes
decided hastily, end involved himself in inconsistency.
He has said enough bowever to accomplish fully the
objeet he proposed, viz. to search, discover, shake and
remove the pillars of the erroneous doctrine of endless
hell torments, .

It should be remembered that it is one bundred and
seventy-five years since this work was writien. At that
time very fow doubted the doctrine of endless hell tor-
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ments ; very littde was understood of biblical criticism ;
and the most extraordinary licenses were indulged in
the interpretation of the sacred writings. The reader
will, “therefore, wonder, not that the anthor was some-
times wrong, but that bo was 80 often right; and that
be grasped the whole of the subject in his mind,
arriving at the seme conclusions, in regard to the prin-
cipal facts, to which eritics of the present age hawe
come, with sll their multiplied advantages. It does
oot appear, however, that he was perfectly clear on afl
points. Thers are a few passages in the work which
seem to favor the motion of the anmihilation of the
wicked., 'Fhey ought not however to be undersiood =
giving the author's opinion decidédly on that point;
because in other parts of the work he openly and
indisputably teaches the doctrine of universal salve
tion. He must be regarded as an undoubted believer
in the final restoration of all menkind. Tt will furthers
more appear, that he did not hold the doctrine of
punizhment in the future state, in sny eense.

The publication of the original edition of thiz work,
culled out the friends of the doctrine of endless torment
in its defence, Nicholaz Chewney, published in Londom
1660, a work entitled ‘Hell's Everlasting Torments
Asserted’ There came out also in 1675, in Londom,
another work, in ostavo, bearing the title, ¢ Canza Dej,
or an spology for God, in the perpetoity of infernal
torments,” by Richard Burthogge. And aleo in 1679,
John Brandon, Rector of Finchametead, Berks, pub-
lished & work in London, in answer to the Torments
of Hell, entided * Everlasting Fire no Fancy.'
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In regand to the other two tracts which I have con-
nected with the above in this work, it is necessary only
to remark, that they had mever been published in this
. vonntry before. The article from the Harleian Mis.

eellany I have givem entite, This was probably
" written about the same time with the work already
noticed, but remained in manuseript in the Earl of
Oxford’s Library until 1744, when it was first published.
This is the second edition, The extract from Dr.
Huartley's work on Man consists of two chapters, and
embraces all that work contzine on the subject of
Universalism. . Those who are acquainted with Dr,
Hartley's book will remember, that it is almost entirely
occupied with the subject of man's physical and moral
constitotion ; and it is not until the close that he dis-
cusses man's expecfolions concerning the futore. As
it iz doubtful whether this work will ever be re-pub-
lished in this country, or if it ehonld, whether it will
fall generally into the hands of Universalists, we have
ventured to publish separately all that part of it which.
relates 10 the salvetion of &l mankind,



