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. PREFACE.

Tre tale of Barbare Howard, which is contained
in this little volume, was originally written for the
columns of the Boston Mercantle Journe!, and
appeared in that paper in seven succossive numbers,
In this tale, I bave endeavored, under the guise
of an intamtinlg narrative, to portray some of the
terrible evils of Intemperance. The pictures which
are presented to the reader in this production, are
pot mere fancy sketehes; they are not even
exaggerated, Sceneq as revelting in their character
s are described to have taken place at the fovern
in Allensville, and in the home of the drimkord,
occur every year in half the villages of New
England ; and it is time that the community were
awakened to a sense of their mighty evils ; and
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that purLIc orimioN should preclaim from. one
end of the Union to the other, that this bane of
our country, Intemperance — this fiend, which is
industriously and insidiously at work, undermining
our civil, our mersl, and our religions mstitutions,
and scattering the firebrands and arrows of discord
and death through the land, ought te be, and
shall be banished from among us,

This tale was written merely as a newspaper
story, and 1 am aware that it confains many
defects and errors. But it waes, nevertheless,
received with much favor by many of the readers
of the Mercantile Journal ; and it having been
suggested and strongly urged by some pentlemen,
in whose judgment I have great confidence, that
it shoul be published in o book, no time has been
lost in lnying it, in that form, with some few
alterations and revisions, before the public.

J. B. B.




BARBARA HOWARD.

CHAPTER |I.

A BAILOR FALLING IN LOVE

‘leramop ArrxN was a true-fearted Amedesn
satlor. He was bom in a seell village W the
interior of Massachusetts, tat fond of adventure,
and chermed with the anticipated pleasures of a”
roving life, he left his happy home, and sll! the
enjoyments, and cares, and lebors to which he
had been accustomed for years, and at the youth ful
age of fifieen, he embarked op his fist voyape
across the dark blue waves. He soon found,
however, that the path of the sailor wes not
strewed ‘with Bowers ; that much of the romance
with which’his ifhagination bad clothed the oceupa-
tion of a md¥Her, was dispelled when be came in
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2 BARBALA HOWAED

contact with the reality ; that there was more prose
than poetry in getting well scaked with salt water
in & dark night un 8 winter’s coast; in reefing
top-sails, and sending down top-gallant masts in a
gale of wind on a lee shore ; or howsting out or
cargo, dey efter day, exposed to the sun, with the
thermometer at winety degrees, Fahrenheit, He
did not even think there was anything particolarly
captivating in eating, week after week, salt junk of
the color and consistence of 5t. Domingo mahogany,
and sea biscuit which abounded with insects of
different verieties ; end donking water, from which
g well-purtured horse would have turned awey in
disgust. But Jchabod was blessed with a good
constitution and & robust frame ; a bappy disposis
tion, and a good deal of determination of character;
and baving once fairly got his hands in the tar-
bucket, he resolved 1o pursue the sea-faring business
as his ccoupation in life, He began at the lowest
round, but he resclved to mount to the top of the
ladder. -

Jehabod went to sea on several voyages before
the mast, and being of a cheerul, lively tem-
perament, promptly obeying the orders of his
officers, without sulky looks or mutterings of dis-
content, and desirous of meking every one around
him as happy as himsell, be was always o favorite
on bpard; and treated with kindoess by his
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officers, and with efiection by his shipmates. Nor
was lchabod Allen deficient ip a menly spirit
neither. He cautiously abstained from giving just
cause of offbace, on the ose band, but he would
pever tamely -submit to an injury or an insult, on
the other. Notwithstanding the apparent amia-
bility of his temper, it could ke excited without
much difficulty ; and more than once be was
known to teach a prectical lesson 10 an Hl-mannered
bully, and strongly impressed it on hw memory,
tooy; that a bappy disposition, & heart over-fowing
with the milk of himan kindness, and handsome
featuzes, almost alwaye iHuminated by smiles,
were pot meompatible with a brave and noble
spirit.

“At the ape of twenty-one, Ichabod Allen was
as fine & looking fellow as one would desire to see
on & summer's day. He was a good, but rather
favorable specimen of & Yankee sgiler. His frame
was compact and muscular, his step was elastio,
and his bealthy, though sun-bumt complexion, hie
clear, hazel eye, end bis intelligent countensnce,
gll assisted in forming a physiegnomy, such as
sentimental young ladies love to meet with in their
dreams, or haply to look upon in their waking
moments. But lchabed, although be carded in
his beart a bosom formed neither of jce nor pranite ;
although he had Birted and frolicked with gay and



