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With Complimerts of the Author.

Dr, Goodele ventures bo ask his correspondents to send him any
facta of interest regarding the local or exceptional uses of any plants,
especiaily of those wild planta which have not yet found a place in the

economie lista.

-

Beofore the American Association for the Advancement of Science, at
’ the Washinglon meeting.

By Georee Lincowx Goopanr, M.D,, LLD,

N .
Fivher Profeasor of Natural Hictory in Harward Tniversity, Osmbridge, Mass,

NEW HAVEKN:
TUTTLE, MOREHOUBE & TAYLOR, PRINTERS,
1891,
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Apr. XX VIL—8ome of the Possibilitics of Eeonpmic Botany;
by GEORGE LINCcOLN (FOODALE.

[Presidentisl eddress deliverad befors the American Araociation for the Advance.
ment of Belenes, st Wanhington, doguat, 1891.]

Our Associgtion demande of ite president, on his retirement
from office, some acconnt of matters connected with the
department of science in which he is en%uged.

ut you will naturally expeet that, before I enter upon the
dischargs of this dut}',.lt ghonld present a report respecting
the mission with whish you entrmsted me Inst year. You
desired me to attend the annnal meeting of the Awustralasian
Association for the Advancement of Science, and express your
ood wishes for its suecess. Compliance with vour request
id not necessitate any materfal shange in plans formed long
ago to vigit the South Seas; some of the dates and the
sequence of places had to be modified ; otherwise the early
plane were fully carried ont.

I can assure you that it sesmed very strange to reverse the
geasons, and find midsummer in Jaunary. Bot in the meeting
with our brethren of the southern hemizphere, nothiog elee was
reversed. The official weleome to your representative was as
eordial, and the response by the membera wus as kindly as that
which the people in the northern hemisphere would give to
any fellow-worker coming from beyend the sea

The meeting to which T was commissioned wae held in
Jannary laet in the Cathedral city of Christehurch, New Zea-
land, the seat of Canterbury College.
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Congidering the distance between the other eolonies and
New Zealand, the meeting was well attended. From Hobart,
Tesmanis, to the southern barbor, known ae the Bloff, in New
Zealand, the sea voyage ir only a little ghort of one thomsand
miles of rough water. From Byduey in New South Wales to
Auckland, New. Zealand, it is over twelve hundred miles. If,
therefore, ona journeys from Adelaide in South Australia, to
Christchurch, New Zealand, where the meeting was held he
travels by land and by sea over two thousand miles. From
Brishane in Queensland, it is somewhat farther, Althongh
nertain concepeions are made to the members of the Associa-
tion, the fares by rail and by steamship are high, so that
& jonrney from any one of thé seats of learning in Australia
fropcr to New Zealand is formidable on account of ita eost.

t iz remarkable that eo large a number of members should
have met together under such eircumstances, and it speaks well
for the great strongth and viger of the Ageociation.

The Euamluian Assceiation ie modelled rather more closely
after the British Assoeiation then is our own. The president
delivers his address upon his inauguration. There are no gen-
eral business mestings, but all the details are attended to by
an executive cowmittee anawering to our council ; none except
the members and associstes are invited to attend even the
sectional meetings and there are some other differences be-
tween the three sssociations. The secreturies stated to me
tlieir convietion that their organization and methods are better

. adapted to their snrroundinge than ours would be, and all of
their arguments scemed cogent.  Although the Aesociation has
been in existence but three years, it has aceomplished great
good. Tt has brooght together workers in different fields for
eonferenee and mutuel benefit; it has diminished misunder-
standings, and haa strengthened friendehips. In short it is
doing tE::, eame kind of good work that we helieve ours is now
doing, and in much the same way.

Yoor wessage was delivered at the general evening session
immediately before the induetion of the new offieers. The rotir-
ing president, Baron von Mueller, and the incoming president
8ir James Heetor, in welcoming your representative, expressed
their pleasure that you sheald %mvc geen fit to send personal
greetings.

In replying to their welcome, I endeavored io convey your
felicitationa upun the pronounced suceess of the Association,
and your best wishes for a prosperons future, In your name,
T extended & cordial invitation to the members to gratify us
by their presence at some of our annnal meetings, and 1 have
E;-od reason to believe that thie invitation will be sccepted. I

ow it will be most thoroughly and hospitably honored by us.
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On the morning of the session to which I refer, we received
in the daily papers, o cable telegram relative to the Bering Sea
difficulties (which were then in an acute stage). Im your stead,
I ventured to say, “In these days of disguieting dispatehes,
when there are rnmors of trouble between Great Britain and
the United States, it is pleasant to think that ‘blood is thicker
than water.?"” This utterance wae taken to mean that we are
all English-speaking kinemen, nod even before I had finighed,
the old proverb was roceived with prolenged applanse.

The next meeting of the Australasian Association is to be
held in Hobart, the capital of Tasmania, under the presidency
of the governor, Sir Hobert Hamilton. The energetic secre-
taries Profeesor Liversidge, Professor Hutton and Mr. Morten,
promise & ¢ordial weleome to any of onr members visiting the -
Association. Should yon accept the invitation, you will enjoy
overy feature of the remarkable izland, Tasmania, where the
meeting is to.be held. You will be delighted by Tasmanian
seenery, vegetation and climate, but that which will give you
the greatest enjoyment in this ae in other English Sounth Bea
colonies, ia the fact that yom are among Eoglish-speaking
friends hulf way around the world. You will find that their
efficient Association is devoted te the sdvancement of science
and the promotion of sound lesrning. Ia short you will be
made to feel at home.

The subject which I have selected for the valedictory
address deals with eertain industrisl, commercial and economie
nestions : novertheless it lies wholly within the domain of
wtany. I invite you to examine with e some of the possi-
bilities of ecouomic botany.

Of course, when treating u topie whick is so largely specu-
lative as this, it is difficnlt and vnwise to draw a hard and fast
line between possibilities and probahilities. Nowadays, possi-
bilities are so often reslized rapidly that they boecome accom-
plished faets before we are aware,

In asking what are the poesibilities that other plants than
those we now nse may he utilized we enter npon a many-sided
inquiry."* Speculation is rife as to the coming man, ay we
not ask what plante the coming man will nee ¥

There is an enormous disproportion between the total nom-
ber of species of plants known to botanical seience and the
number of those which are employed by man.

The species of flowering plants already described and named
are about one hundred and seven thousand., Aequisitions from
unexplored or imperfectly explored regions may inerease the

* For references, notes, et see p. 300,



