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FREFACE,

Froum the speeches and threats of its enemies it would
appear that this year 1884 is destined to see their
attack delivered against the existence of the oldest
institution remaining in this country next to the
Throne itself, the Corporation of London. This
attack comes under the very specious disguise of
¢ extending the roof of the Guildhall over all
London,” whieh means the entire abolition of
existing institutions in the ecity, the destruction of
its traditions, and sweeping the entire body away
with all its history and prestige, Inits place is to
be substituted one body, reprerenting four millions
of people, whose members will Lave no aptitude
for, because no experience in, municipal life; and
who, if they sit for eight hours every day, including
Sundays, and allow themselves no holidays, will be
unable to grapple with and keep up to the work of
ruling over and providing for the wants of such a
vast area, us is proposed to be included in their

Jurisdiction. The Cerporatton of London has long
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ago been of opimion, that the government of the
metropolis might be improved by the grant of
municipal institutions to the varioug Parlismentary
boroughs into which the metropolis is divided ; and
that some, if not all of them, might be united with
the City of Londen in the exercise of suthority and
power in matters of common intevest, such as the
gas and water supply and the main sewerage. This
is said with the reservation of “some, if not all,”
because it is obvious that, although an Aet of
Parliament might, for example, eall * Woolwich”
the City of London, no one could ever regard it as
such. It will be said that the Corporation has never
taken any steps to give effect to its opinions, and
for the excellent ressom that the proper persons to
sk for municipal institntions, if they arve dissatisfied
with existing arrangements, are tl.hnne who will be
uffected by them. The great parishes of Marylebone
and Lambeth, for instance, might well resent an
attempt by the City of London to ask for a munici-
pality for either of them, when the existing law
authorises the inhabitants of either of those places,
to make such an apphication, if they desive it, to the
Privy Couneil.

There is ne intention to diseuss this guestion

further here, the present object being to set forth
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a concise statement of the antiquity of the Corpo-
ration, of the good deeds that have marked its
history, and the testimony of eminent public men
to its honourable career, and the uusullied integrity
of its members, a testimony of such weight that the
slanders of its maligners, who never even by aceident
appear to stray into the paths of Truth, will cease
to be regarded, even by those prone to rhink evil
of institutions hecause they are old.”

* A very striking example of this appesrs in a journal, which in satire calls
itself * Troth" In its issue for Onl Janoary, 1854, appears this pamgraph ;—
# The Corporation of the City is showing the eloven foot again in a very reckless
wiy. They protested last year that they wert not promoting o supporting the
High Beech Railway, in Epping Forest, from any selfish motive. Happily, the
Bill was throwm ont, notwithstanding their protestations,  Now, however, they
have made public their real reasons, by giving ont that they are going to build
& monster hotel there, like that which has converted the Chingfonl part of
Epping Forest into a Cockney bar-room,  In fact, to put o few pounds inta the
pockets of ihe civie lund-joblers and lnwyers, and parasites genernlly, the (orpo-
ration seem prepared to desteoy the chavms of the bit of country they made such o
s about saving with other people’s monay,  Sie itur ad astra /™

Will it be believed that the faets nre, that the Corporation, having years
ago out of the proceeds of the sale of other frechold property. parelinsed an old
public-homee nt High Beech, with six neres of lnnd sitached to it, which i qnite
unsnited gow 1o the public wants, have advertised it to be let for reboilding ns an
hotel on n bnilding lease, “Ihey have nol ent off the six acresto let them for
haililing purposes ; bk all i= to go with the hetel ps e did with the public-house,
How thi= is o benefit “eivie lond jobbers lawyers, amd parnsites generally,”
or b Twe = <shawing the cloven foot,! the vlogant aml tenthinl writer nisst explain.






