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PREFACE

These select translations from Scaliger’s Poefics are
offered to the public in the belief that they will be welcomed
by the many stndents of poetical criticism who, through lack
of access to the original, have had to gain their impressions
of this notable work from the meagre digests in handbooks
and histories of criticism. Scaliger certainly should not
be neglected by English students of poetics, for his treatise
wasnmm];thehmmmoftheh&&]ﬂhmkmm—‘l
sance, but it exerted a determining influence upon such '
English men of letters as Sidney and Ben Jonson. Indeed,
Jonson strikingly resembled Scaliger in mental temperament,
and if the father of classidsm in England did not receive
his bent from Scaliger, he was at least trained by him.

Those who have studied the Poeiics will perhaps regret
the omission of certain chapters from the translations, and
question the judgment shown in the selection. 1 have tried,
however, while keeping the volume within reasonable limits,
to include such chapters or portions of chapters as bear
most vitally upon the fundamental problems of poetics.
Thus from these selections the reader will be able to learn
Scaliger’s attitude on such subjects as the end of fine art, -
the nature of imitation, poetic truth, poetry in relation to
history and philosophy, the fundamental distinctions between
tragedy and comedy, the tragic emotions, and the origin of
poetry. He should also be able to determine to what degree
Scaliger understood Aristotle, whom he professed to follow,
and to decide whether or no in spirit Scaliger was closer to
the Attic philosopher than to Horace.

The First Book, which is historical in character, and gives
more attention to theory than any of the remaining books,









viii Preface

ber with pleasure the animated discussions in which we
tried to find some possible interpretation for Scaliger’s
perplexing Latin, It is only at Professor Pepper's earnest
request that 1 have omitted his name from the title-page.
F. M. P.
SeATTLE, WASBINGTON,
September 14, 1004.



Ly

THE INDISPENSABILITY OF LANGUAGE, ITS ORIGIN,
USES, END, AND CULTIVATION

Everything that pertains to mankind may be classed as
necessary, useful, or pleasure-giving, and by an inherent
characteristic of all these classes the power of speech was
implanted in man from the very beginning, or, as time went
on, was acquired. Since man's development depended upon
learning, he could not do without that agency which was
destined to make him the partaker of wisdom. QOur speech
is, as it were, the postman of the mind, through the services
of whom civil gatherings are announced, the arts are culti-
vated, and the claims of wisdom intercede with men for
man. It is of course necessary to secure from others those
things which we need, to give orders to have things done, to
prohibit, to propose, to dispose, to establish, and to abolish,
Such were the functions of early speech.

Then the usefulness and effectiveness of language were
increased by rules governing construction, dimensions, as it
were, being given to a rude and formless body. Thus arose
the established laws of speech. Later, language was
adorned and embellished as with raiments, and then it
appeared illustrious both in form and in spirit. As to an
undefined body the metric science appoints breadth, angles,
and length—the masters of harmony also add proportion,
the pvbaoi of the Greeks—so to an unordered language law
first gave the so-called rules. Next, more careful cultiva-
tion added knowledge of windings, of valleys and hills, of
vetreats, of light and shade. To speak figuratively, such
cultivation afforded the soldier his necessary armor, the
senator his useful toga, or the more elegant citizen his richer
pleasure-robe. Not unlike these were the ends which lan-



