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PREFACE,

As most books have n Preface, mine must
have one also; but it shall be short, and 1
hope to the purpose.

The following * Rambles” were published
at different periods in the * Naval and Military
Gazette.” They are colloquies between old sol-
diers who are supposed to have met in the
Stygian shades, and discussed various subjects
with which they were conversant before their
departure from this bank of the Styx.

Some of the stories are perfectly frue; and
this the Author can vouch for, he having taken
a particularly active part in promoting the curious
pastimes therein related.

In those which are entirely free from fictior
a remark to that effect is made at the cor
mencement of the chapter.
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Several of the characters introduced will
probably be recognised by some of the old
Peninsular Soldiers, and especially by the remnant
of the Light Division of that Army, if, indeed,
this little book happens to meet their eye.

Amongst the more grave and matter-of-fact
disonssions, the Author flatfers himaeelf, will be
_ found some plain and wholesome truths, which,
however, he is mneither vain mnor gilly enough
to believe will be listened to, or acted upon,
by the “powers that be,” but which are, never-

theless, incontrovertible.
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