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INTRODUCTION.

“'T1a m books the chief
U all perfectious, to be plain and brief ®

One vear ago, amid the eares and perplexitica of an early
advent npon a prefessional eareer, the Author found time to
fssne a worl siilar to this, and the favor with whicl it was
received Ly the pullic has wow enconraged Liny to repeat the
enterprise, His chief object then, as it is now, was to furnish
impartial, touthiul, and condensed Liographical sketches of the
Governar, Licatenant-GGovernor, State Officers, and Members
of both branches of the Legistatore, and in this, at least, he has
again boen eminently suceessful,  The work is perfectly velinlle,
even as to the most nnimportant datez, and lence becolnes as
mnch a boods of reference as any thing clae.

The necessity of an index to the work, it will be observed,
has been cutively obviated by the alphabetical order in which
the Senatorz and Members of Assembly have been respeciively
arsanzed,
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EDWIN D. MORGAN,
GOVERNOL,

Mr. Morgan is one of those men not uncommon in
this couutry, who pursue their course quietly through
life, doing well and earnestly whatever they undertake.
Iis carcer Las been that of a suceessful merchant, and
though he hus for many years taken a deep interest, and
an active part, in State and National polities, he has
never held any important public office, exeept that of
State Senator, till hiz promotion to the distinguizhed
position he now oceupies.

Grov. Morgan was born in the town of Washingten,
Berkshire County, Mass., on the 8th of February, 1511,
His father, Jasper Morgan, resided in that town il
1822, when he removed with his family to Windeor,
(fonnecticut, where he is still living at a ripe old age.
Until he had reached his seventeenth year, Jdwin
passed his life very much as the sons of New Englond
farmers generally do—in tilling the soil and golug to
school, Dut with his connuon sehool edueation, a capi-
tal of thirty-seven and half cents, and a firm deter-
mination to sueeeed in life, by his industry and integrity,
he went forth to seck his fortune, in 1328, in Havtford,
Conn, The young men of the present duy will doubt-
less smile, at hearing that be bound himself to a Hurt-
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ford trader, at a salary of $G0 for the first vear, $75
for the second year, and %100 for the third year. But
during his elevkship, and when only nineteen years of
age, an ineident oecwrred which exhibits, in a marked
degree, his real character. A trip to-the great eity was
not then made with such facility as at this time, but as
he had served for two or three years in the store, and
aequired the confidence of Lis employer, he was permit-
ted to go to New York, and, to combine business with
pleasure, waz intrusted to make sundry purchases of
tea, sugar, ete., and also corn, which was then hecoming
an article of import, instead of export. The visit was
wade, and Edwin returned in due time, coming home
by the old stage route. After being greeted and wel-
comed, his employer inguired ag to the corn.  The price
was very satisfastory, but his employer doubted if the
article would be of good quality at so low a rate.
Edwin immediately drew a Landful, ficst from one pocket
and then from another, az somples, and the old gentle-
man expressed his approbation. It had been nsual for
the dealers to purcasze two or three hundred hushels at
a time, and he then inquired of Edwin as to the guan-
tity, but was nonplused by the answer, that he had bought
two cargoes, and that the veszels were prohably in the
river. ¢« Why, Edwin,” said the astonished old gentle-
man, “what are we to de with two cargoes of corn?
Where can we put it? Where can we dispose of it 2"
“OL ! replied Edwin, ¢ 1 have disposed of all that
you don’t wanut, at an advance; I have shown the sam-
ples to Messra. A, B., who wish three hundred bushels
. & Co., three hundred bushels, ete., ete. I could
have r.li.%pﬂﬂml of three cargoes if T had had them, I

slopped in the stores as T eame from the stage offiee
and made gales,*



