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EXTRACT FROM
PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

THis Sketch of the Histery of the Church of Scotland is
the first of a series which, with the sanction of the
General Assembly, the Committee on Christian Life and
Work proposs to issue, in the hope that will be
used in Guilds and Bible Classes. Mr. M! Muir
has done his work with care, and we believe with success.
The Committes are much indebted to him for the prompt-
ness with which he has responded to their call.  He bas
brought great p:m to his difficalt task, and with firm
though light hand has striven to assign to men and
things their true place in the chequered history of the
Scottish Chorch. The Manual gives to young pecple an
amount of information which they can find nowhere else.
It does not come into competition with any others.

A. H. CHARTERIS,
Conmener oF the Comredfiee on Chrinian
Cet. 20, 18g0. Life and Werk.

FREFACE TQ SECOND EDITION

THE favourable notices by reviewer of the First Edition,
and the rapid sale of 5000 copies, have already justi-
fied the high expectations with which the Committee
issued this book. The present reissue will doubtless
meet with an equally favournble reception. Mr. Muir's
ongrudging work and high ability have well deserved
the success which, in name u[th'l:ﬂmmtlee,lgiadl]r
peknowledpe, A H. C

Dee. 15, 1800,
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THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

CHAPTER I
A.D. 360-507

§ 1.—571. NIN1AN AND ST. KENTIGRRN

OF the introduction of Christianity into Scotland, no
authentic record remains. It i3 highly probable
that among the Homan invaders there were Christians,
and that by their means the pame of Christ bécame
known to the inhabitants. So early as the close of the
second centory & Christian writer 1 asserted that parts
of Britain inaccessible to the Romans had been made
subject to Christ. But we are in reality lefl almost
entirely to conjecture.

The first historical figure in oar Scottish Christianity
is Bt Niniam who seems to have been born about
the year 360. His father was a Christian prince, and
Ninian was devoutly disposed from his youth., He
was ‘"sparing in food, reticent in speech, assiduouns in
study, agreeable in manner, averse [rom jesti aod
in :Emﬂﬁng subjected the fesh to the :pir{L"mTudi-
ticn tells us that as soon as he could accomplish

it, he made a image to Rome. ‘There he was
warmly by the Pope, received imstruction ia
Christian doctrine, and was sent back to Scotland as a

| Tertulling,



2 ST NMINFTAN

Bishop. On his way home he visited the famous St
Martin of Toars ; wnd, scon after his arrival in Gallowey,
he built a church which, from the colour of the stones,
was known as Candida Carg, the White House, Whithom.
Before the church was finished, news came of the death
of 5. Martin of Tours, and the church was in com-
sequence dedicated to his memory. This fixes the date
of the church at 402, Afier Ninian had for some time
preached the Gospel to the Ficts of Gallowny, he went
on a4 missionary journey mmong the Picts south of the
Grampians, and won them over to Christianity, He
built at Whithorn & monastery, which became a training
school for missionaries.  He led a life of great avsterity,
often retining for weeks to the solitude of a cave by the
seashore. Many signs and wonders were atiributed to
him. He was said to be so absorbed in devotion, and
to possess 50 marvellous a power of abstraction from
things around, that * his oo crowd distarbed, his
meditation no journey hindered, his prayer never grew
lukewarm through fatigue." He died about 432, and
for centuries no place in Scotland was regarded as more
holy than his tomb, It was the shrine te which pilgrims
from all qoarters came, sometimes in numbers so great as
te call for royal interference. And churches over the
length and breadth of the land bore the name of St
Ninian.

The conversion of the people te Christianity eannot have
very thorough. In the coumse of little more than &

they had almost wholly relapsed inte Paganism,
the work of Ninian had to be done over again
Among the most famous of those by whom this second
conversion to Christianity was eff: stands the name of
Bt. Eentigern. He was apparently bom about the year
514. His mother was Thenaw, danghter of & Pagan king,
It 18 her name which, under the cormapt form of * St
Enoch," is commemorated in the city of which her son
became the spiritual founder. He was brooght up at
Culross, and, on acconnt of the lovableness of his disposi.
tion, was familiarly called Munghu or Mungo, my darling.

bean
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ST, KENTIGERN 3

he up, he resolved to visit Strathclyde, the
ﬂ:m&mth:ﬂ!yﬂ:tnﬂmﬂmmh
He was divinely guided to " Catlrares* or Glasgow, where
he settled for 4 time and was invited to remain oy Bishop.
By and by there arose a king who was for some reason
unfriendly to him, and he fled to Wales. There, first
of all, he was welcomed at Menevia or 5t David's by
St. David himsell; and afterwards, on the banks of the
Elwy, ke built & monastery to which ** flocked old and
young, rich and poor™ in ineredible nombers. In 573
a battle was fought near Carlisle, the result of which
was to set the Christian Boderick “ the Liberal ™ on the
throne of Strathclyde. Roderick sent messengers asking
Kentigern to return to Glasgow. This request the saint
could not refose, and with 665 companions * went forth
by the north door of the church, becaunse be was going
forth to combat the northern enemy.” e was met
at Hoddam in Dumfriesshire by Roderick and a great
mmpunudtﬂ-lhﬂnwnhfemmlimhgﬂnu-
pounded the true Faith, “encouraging the hearts of all
who stood around to believe in the Living God® On
his return to Glasgow he resumed his intermupted labours
and stemmed the tide of apostasy. In the course of his
work he was visited by one who was elsewhere labour-
ing with even greater success in the same sacred cause,
and who was to Jeave a yot more famoss mame. S
Columba came from [ona to ** rejoice in the light of Kenti-
gen.™ The two men, each attended by a band of
disciples ginging spiritoal songs, met on the banks of the
Molendinar, **and having first satiated themselves with
the spiritual banguet of divine words, they after that
refreshed themssalves with bodily food ™; and when they
parted they exchanged their pastoral staffs “in pledge
and testimony of their motunal love in Christ.”
Kentigern died in extreme old age. His memory is
preserved in various churches and parishes throughout
the country, notably in the Cathedral of Glasgow, and.
the tradition of his untiring labours was handed down In
a proverb which was current in Aberdeenshire as late




4 ST, COLUMBA

a% the beginning of the eighteenth century, It is like
5t. Muongo's work, which was never done,” !

§ 2.—5T. CoLUMEA

Much as we owe to the labours of St. Ninian and 5t
Eentigern, it s to 8% Colnmba that the name of
* Apostle of Scotland * is generally applied. The earlier
iRt gy e d o

it was well-nigh extin-
guiEeﬂ. St Cq:rlu::;:.rtind]:d n light which was shed
over all the land and by God's grace endures to this day,

He was born at Gartan, in Donegal, Ireland, in the year
il;_iu. Both his father and mother were of royal lineage.

is youth was distinguished by sach assiduity in learn-
ing that predictions of a piety, knowledge, snd eloguence
which wotld yet astonish the world were made by his
teachers. Arrived al man's estate, he devoled himsell
to founding monasteries, which, in those unsettied times,
were the re for learning and religion, The
FERSONS fmmﬂigllmrhﬁm his Entiu land have been
variously given. Ome story is that he had secreily copied
a psalter against the will of its owner, and that the owner,
on discovering what had been done, claimed the a5
his own, The dispule was referred to the Kimn]gnl‘
Inlnng:;::u oracularly B‘:J'I:’dlt'h“{: ﬂurmhh calf] :;E'
every its s ith this a in s
its neatness, Cuﬁh&m nol ulhﬁfdh,umd he nfdhhi:
frienvds flew to arms. A great battle was fought, and the
king was defeated and slain. Bat the conduct of
Colamba did not approve itsell to the mature considera-
tion of Irish Christendom., A Synod was held : he was

pronounced guilty of the blood which had been shed,
and, in explation of his offence, was enjoined to win
from heathenism as many ouls as the number of the
Christians who had fallen in the battle of which he had
been the instigator. He was besides ssntenced to per-
petual banishment ; he was to po where he could not

! Bishop Forbea, Introduction to Lif o S8 Kemifpern.




