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TO

THE LORDS AND GENTLEMEN

OF THE

REFORMED BRITISH PARLIAHENT.

From all that meets the eye, and the ear hears,
upon the contemplated Reform of the Established
Church of England and Ireland, to which your
energies are to be at first directed, it were im-
possible not to feel anxious for the result, espe-
cially when 1t is anoounced that #a Churchk Re-
form Bill”" is actually drawn up. Itis worth some
pains, considering the in‘ij:ib_f‘{:a;_g:e of the subject,
to cxamine the ﬁtneﬁé, ql“th:é u-hﬁlness, the quali-
fications and the dlsqula-lilﬁnatimls of those who are
to give their judgement in the matter. * If indeed
the object of those most clamorous for what they
call ** the Reform of the Church ™, were only to
repair the decayed places thereof'; to reform those
portions of it, which in the lapse ot time can hardly
have escaped the sorry privilege of every work, in
which mankind must take a part; or to render it
more efficient to its proper purpose, there might
be little occasion for any friend to true religion to
say more than, ¢ God speed them well”.
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But the clamour raised against the Church,
(and nothing is more easily excited,) by allegations,
founded alike in ignorance and error, and, would
that it might be omitted! in malicious falschood
also, has hurried away some of her lay members
beyond the dictates of right judgement. For they
not only advocate a change of their own contriv-
ance, but they have gone far towards the usurp-
ation of a power, not vested in them, to effect it.
Of those without its pale, some, urged by the
bitter spirit of hbﬁtility manifested in the leading
portion of the mercenary press against her, like
the enemies of ancient Israel, vociferate, “*down
with it, down with it even to the ground.” There
i3 besides a voice, within the tabernacle of Dis-
sent, persnading such as imagine they have no in-
terest in comwmon with the Church, to press for
the dissolution of its *“unhallowed connexion with
the State”. And there are high in authority those,
who already hail the imprecation, and abet its au-
thors. Hence it becomes every man who regards
the Christian religion, as the basis of internal
peace, and national prosperity, to protest against
the design; and as moch as in him lies to coun-
teract the measures whether contemplated or con-
trived not for **the Reformation”, but for * the
Extinction”, of the Established National Church,
its best preservative. And the ministers of the
Chureh especially are bound to make an effort to
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expose the fillacies, of which many are made the
dupes, not more throngh the groundless assertions
of aspiring enemies, than by the yielding dispo-
sition of professed admirers, and the taeit ac-
quiescence of inactive friends,

The question to be discussed ia not lightly to
be taken in hand ; for it comprises the very gravest
subject that can be brought under the consider-
ation of man. It i3 a question in comparison with
which, it may be safely averred, every other that
can be submitted to the deliberation of the British
Senate is as nothing. It is a guestion which in-
volves the welfare (if their spiritual interests at all
affect it)}—shall it be said of millions of mankind ?
nay, may it not be said of all the civilized, as well
as of the Heathen world, since they also have
partaken of its influence? It is a question upon
which man shouald most profoundly meditate ere
he speaks, and in giving judgement, his voice may
well tremble lest he infringe upon the sole prero-
gative of the Almighty God. For humanly speak-
ing, it amounts to wothing short of this: whether
there shall exist or not, a National Church of
England ?

. And in this question, the following are yet in-
volved—-whether the Christian Religion shall count
amongst its friends or enemies, its guardians and
protectors, * the Fowers that be”, by the per-
mission of God, in England? Or whether, these
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arrayed against it, or indifferent to its doctrine and
its saving truths, promising to themselves security
under the flimsy shelter of neutrality, shall con-
tinue to prosper, or even to exist without it?
There are some indeed in this our day of light
and liberalism, who scoff at this idea, and ridicule
the very notion of the dependence of the State’s
welfare upon its connexion with the Church which
Is in fact, upon its public profession of Christianity.
Others taught, as they. are, to esteem the “union
of the Church and State” to be * one of the
archest wiles which Satan ever invented”’, through
which ® Chnstendom hath been made to groan",
and *the rest of the world hath remained nnevan-
gelized ", wiil join with them in their denunciations
of every one having the hardibood to put forth so
stale an opinion, as a fool, a besotted higot, or the
advocate of corruption. Heedless of what they say
in a question of such intense interest, and fore-
seeing the evils which an erroneous judgement in
the matter cannot fail to bring upoo the nation,
this obloquy will be no more than the shadow of
a passing cloud. Under this shadow may be sur-
veyed the mixed community which hath sent forth
the members who are to give the judgement; and
which requires at your hands, this great and vital
measure of Church «Extinction™ or of' Church
Reform. For, if the late act of’ Parliamentary Re-
form, the infant of a two years’ parturition, prove
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not an abortion of rare deformity, it must be pre-
sumed that the opinions, prevalent in this com-
munity, will be represented in a somewhat fair
proportion in the new Parliament.

In the glance to be taken, ail due allowance,
on the one hand, must be made for the known bias
against the Church, prevailing in the minds of
some, high in state-authority, whose inflaghce may
be presumed to have been exerted in favour of
those candidates upon whose support they might
depend®. And on the other, some exception must
be made on account of the apathy of such of the
electors as rely upon the excellent constitution of
the Church for its own snpport, without consider-
ing exertion necessary on their parts to defend it,
by excluding from all share in the representation
even its most bitter enemies, who are notwith-
standing to legislate for if. Thus may be formed
a tolerably accurate estimate of the sentiments and
qualifications of those to whom the decision of
this vital question is to be entrusted. These then,

* The writer remembere to have heard s gpreat Reformer, some
vears ago, declare his detemnination to sdwocate Reform, if he
were in ministerial office, on a scale much more exfensive than
any then avowedly in contemaplation, end this, upon the principle
of commanding the lacgest majority, convinced, as he said, the
government purse would always be the lingest! Since this was
written, Mr. Charles Boyton's letter ta the Dublin Evening
Mail, if correct, shows the anticipation to have been well founded,
at least aa to influence.
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if they be like their constituents, may be classed
pnder four distinct heads: Infidels, Ddissenters,
Lukewarm, and Conservative Members of the
Church.

Of these it may be asserted generally, that the
first impugn 30 much of the Divine Revelation of
the will of God, as to subjeet them to the imputa-
tion of *‘ having the form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof”. And, excepting as they may
expect their pockets to be relieved by spoliation
of the Church revenues, bowever they may hate
the ministers of the religion which reproves their
nubelief, no reform can benefit them. Their votes
may be anticipated. '

Of the Digsenters, wavering between every wind
of doetrine, aud differing as they do, from each
other’s temets, more widely than from the doctrine
of the Church itself, under whose auspices they
have been allowed to thrive, it may yet be ex-
pected that they will to a man join bands to
weaken the establishment ; aithough their corrage,
especially that of the more respectable of them,
were the question fairly at issuc, might fail them,
ere they really conzented to her total overthrow.
They might be alarmed, lest the greatness of her
fall, shaking the empire to its base, should involve
them in one common ruin, Still as the self esteemed
vicegerents of God’s vengeance sent to * overturn,
overturn, overturn ™, a favourite theme of theirs,



