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CHAPTER I

TaHe CHABACTERISTIC OF THE NINETEEKRTH
CexTURY

mhﬂmdlﬂ:ertrmhhthmlduthmuﬂthmdnllll
Lomp Acrox.
THE nineteenth century made important addi-
tions to the sum of knowledge. It gave birth
to new sciences. Yast accumulationa of data were
gathered, the relative prominence of departments
of knowledge was modified, and there were remark-
able movements in every area of action. But a
survey of the century will probably show that its
preéminent feature was its diffusive energy., This
was favorable to the spread of kmowledge and the
general advantages of civilization.

Personal liberty during this period was mar-
vellously advanced, Serfdom fell in France in the
revolution of 1789, in (Germany in the first half of
the century, in Hussia in 1861, in Poland in 1564.
The foreign slave trade was abolished by Austria
in 1782, United States and Great Britian in 1807,
Spain in 1817 and Brazil m 1826. Slavery flour-
ished longer but the century has witnessed revolu-
tions in human society resulting in the emancipation
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of millions of slaves., Slavery ceased in the British
colonies in 1835, and in the United States in 1863,
and Brazil in 1889. The march of freedom has been
incessant. A just and humane spirit has wrought
these changes and tends to produce a better social
condition everywhere.

The progress of commerce is one of the noteworthy
facts of the century. To the commercial activity
- of the times the inventions and discoveries, made or
more fully applied during the period, contributed.
The steam engine is chiefly associated with the name
of James Watt who died in 1815. The names of
Fulton, Stephenson, Morse, Henry, Edison, Bell and
others, men of scientific genius, are associated with
steam-boat, steam-railway, telegraph and applica-
tions of electric power. The first steam locomotive
ran in 1804, a steamboat made a successful trip in
1807, in 1819 the steamer Savannah crossed the
Atlantie. 'The first Atlantic telegraph landed in
18568 and 1866. It has-been followed by a tele-
graphic system which brings the business centres in
touch with all parts of the globe. Important and
numerous electric inventions and discoveries mark
the closing years of the century, and make inter-
communication easy the world over. These condi-
tions have been further changed during the first
decade of this century by the good roads movement,
the automobile, wireless telegraphy and aerial
navigation.

The march of commerce was facilitated by great
public works, commetrcial treaties, national or inter-

2




CHARACTERISTICS

national expositions of industry, and various enter-
prises tending to make mankind familiar with the
work and products of all peoples. The Erie canal
in 1824, the Suez canal in 1869, the Union Pacific
railroad uniting in 1889 the Atlantic and Pacific
coasts, the London exhibition of works of industry
of all nations in 1851, the numerous treaties and
conferencea for international commerce, the penny
post of 1840, the international postal union now es-
tablished, the Siberian, Pan-American, Cape to
Cairo and Australian railroads, constrocted or pro-
jected, are among the facts which have promoted
business intercourse among nations, They suggest
the commercial union of mankind.

The changes in government were striking and ex-
tensive. These changes were brought about chiefly
by popular agitation and legislation, but wars were
not wanting. Two of the moat destructive wars of
history redden the eentury’s pages, the Napcleonic
wars from 1798 to 1815 in the old world, and the
American civil war from 1861 to 1865 in the new.
These tremendous conflicts have had deep influence
on civilized government.

The United States in 1800 held no possession
west of the Mississippi, and Florida and Louisiana
belonged to European powers. By cession and pur-
chase its arem increased 4.3 times, exclusive of its
latest territory. The growth of the British Empire
also was remarkable. The unifieation of Italy oc-
curred in 1870 and the reéstablishment of the
German Empire in 1871, Ruseia, with immense
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stretchea of territory and population, rose to an au-
thoritative place in the cld world, and Japan appears
as an ancient nation taking a new and strong hold
on the world’a life. A fresh impulse stirred races,
quickened race ambitions and introduced new and
powerful forces among mankind. The rise of the
people by industry, edueation, a larger share in
government was a widespread and pervasive influence,
Governments are working to a greater harmony by
diplomacy and international law. A pacifie and
humane spirit is supplanting militarism and the
time may not be remote when disarmament shall pre-
vail among nations. Questions of government are
handled and discussed as never before, and the de-
mand for better and more equal government is uni-
versal, While great evils exist, the general and
gradual improvement of government is beyond
doubt. '

Whether the century was relatively a productive
period in literature is a guestion upon which dif-
ferences of opinion exist, but famous names appear
among its writers in every department, The diffu-
sion of Iiterature in books was facilitated by im-
proved processes of printing. Extreordinary
activity is apparent in forms of popular literature
which treat of themes and events in a brief and
readable way. It was an age of review, magazine
and newspaper beyond all former times, A group
of reviews started near the beginning of the century
in Great Britain, The Edinburgh Review in 18082,
the organ of the Whigs; the Quarterly Review in
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