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PART L

% Keep but the model safs,
New men shall rise to stody it.”



A MISSIONARY LIFE.

STEPHEN {iRELLET,

] naw the empiiness and arroganoce of Cmin's reply to the
Almighty, * Am I my brother's kesper I '—8repuer GRELLET,

A Missionary ! Home or Foreign ¢ Both. The
world was his parish, any part of it to which God bade
him go.

In the summer of 1798, the city of Philadelphia wore
o strange and solemn air. The streets so lately
crowded were almost deserted. The awiul plague of
yellow fever raged. Many had fled for their lives,
leaving their sick to the care of hired nurses, The
bodies of the dead wers carried to the grave with no
oonvoy but that of hearse and driver, The Meetings of
Friends were almost the only places of public worship
kept unclosed. A member of that Society, a young
Frenchman, who had been in Philadelphia for more
than three years, whilst away on a religious mission, had
heard of the panio there, and with his soul burdened on
behalf of ite inhabitants, resclved to return.  Heedless
of the entreaties of his friends, he might have seemed,
for he could not tell them how eure had been his
call thither.






Stephen Grellet, 9
fetohed dooter and nurse. 8o lowdid the fever bring
him that a coffin was ordered, and in the daily list
of deaths “ A French Quaker ¥ was set down.

He writes, “ Whilst I had turned myself on my side
to breathe my last, my spirit feeling already as en-
cireled by the angelic host in the heavenly presemoe, &
soevet but powerful language was provlaimed in this
wise : ‘Thou shalt not dis, but Live ; thy work is not
yot dome.' Then the sorners of the sarth, over sens and
lands, were opened to me where I shounld have to labour
in the service of the Gospsl of Christ. O what
amazement I was filled with! . . . sorrow took hold of
me at the words, for it seemed as if I had already &
foothold in the heavenly places. T wept sore, but as it
was the Divine will T howed in reverence before Him.
. . I saw and felt what cannot be written.”

Not long afterwards at & meeting for worship, at
which Btephen Grellet wns present, » minister men-
tioned him by name, and said that the Lord had raised
him up to be His messenger to the isles and nations
afar off, to the east and west, the north and south
This eonfirmed to Btephen Grellat the word of the Loxd
hidden in hia heart.

Etienne de Grellet du Mabellier (Stephen Grellet)
was born in France, in the ity of Limoges, on November
2nd, 1773. His father, Gabriel de Grellet, ranked high
amongst the nobility of that distriet, and resided during
little Etienne's childhood on the patrimonial estate of
Du Mabellier, He was o Roman Catholie, and the
early education of his children was conducted by tutows
who lived in the house.






Stephen Grellet, 11

in the midst of his vigorous application to study, he
was again “ favoured with the Lord’s gracious visitation ™
to his soul. A ¥ religiows opening " he had at this time
deeply fizxed itself in his mind, ond helped to bear up
his spirit in many future trials. “I thought I saw a
large company of persons, or rather purified spirits, on
one of those floating vessels which they have at Liyons,
on the Rhone, occupted by washerwomen. They wera
washing linen. I wondered to soe what beating and
pounding thers was upon it, but how beautifully white
it came out of their hands. I was told I could not
enter God’e kingdom until I underwent such an opera-
tion,—that unless 1 was thus washed and mads white
I could have no part in the dear Son of God, For
weeks I was absorbed in the consideration of the subject,
the washing of regeneration. I had never heard of
such things bofore, and T greatly wondered, that having
been baptized with water, and having also received
what they call the sacrament of confirmation, I should
have to pass through such a purification, For I had
never read or hosrd anyoue spesk of such n baptism.”
He laft oolloge with & sense of nearness to the Leord,
but yielding himself to frivelons plensures, his religious
convietions wera goon lost.  Neither did he find the
happiness he sought.

When the storm of the great Ievolution burst over
the land, Etienne, then about the age of eighteen, with
some of his brothers, joined the Royalist Army, and
Isny DATTOW escapes were encounterad in Germany.
He writes, 1 shudder when I remember the state o
insengibility I was in. I was not the eas moneh



