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SacramenTo, Ca, November 27, 1906,
To Hiz Excellency, Geosse C. PArDEE, Governor of California.

Smr: I have the honor to transmit to you this first publiec report,
reviewing the work of this office under the Aet of March 18, 1905, and
recommending legislative action along speeified lines to breaden the
geope and increase the efficiency of the forest laws. These recommenda-
tions are embodied in an amended forest bill which accompanies this
report.

A detailed report of particular value for office uze was submitted o
¥ou by Mr. K, T. Allen on his resignation, as State Forester, on July 1,
1806, For obvions reasons much of the information and many recom-
mendations which appear here were taken from this earlier rupur.l..

Very respectfully,
G. B. LULL,
State Forester.






REPORT OF THE STATE FORESTER.

1u this report it is proposed to treat in a praclical way of the decline
of the forests of Californis and their inereasing importance to the
indnstrial life of the State. The attitude of the State toward them
will be defined and the experiences gained under the laws enacted to
preserve them will be recorded. TParticular emphasis will be placed on
ihe limitations and defects of the laws, in the hope that those interested
1n the permanent welfare of the indnstries dependent on forest preser-
vation will unite to secure more effective forestry legislation.

THE DECLINE OF THE FOREST.

To gain a elear idea of the change in the condition of the forest that
has oeeurred in the course of settlement it will be helpful to compare
its present state with the virgin forest. Picture a forest of unbroken
continnity eloaking from summit to plain the mountains on both sides
of the zreat interior walleys from the Oregon border southward to the
Tehachapis where the two branches united to extend a long, hook-
shaped arm over the uplifted areas surrounding San Bernardino Valley
and the adjacent plain! The quality of the forest varied greatly in
different localities, because numerous species were eonfined to certain
regions by the natural factors, soil, elimate, aod elevation. The red-
wood forest occupied an area along the northwest coast over which
veean fops drifted in summer; spruee and fir grew in the higher eleva-
tions; next below came the cedar with sugar and yellow pine. while
nearer the valley, as a fringe to the heavy forest, was a belt of shrubs,
or chaparral, intermixed with oak and drought-resisting pines. This
magnificent resouree, covering approximately 34,000,000 acres, or one
third of the State, wes unequaled by that of any other State in either
the size and perfection of individual trees or its lecation on lands unfit
for other uses.

The area of forest land in the State to-day is praclically identical
with the original area, very little having been turned to other uses.
The changes, therefore, have resulted solely in a reduetion of the area
of merchantable timber. Two causes have operated to effect this
change, lnmbering and fire,



