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PREFACE.

THE purpose of this book iz to furnish, in a
compact form, a general introduction to the study of
Homer,

The four chapters into which it iz divided deal
respectively with four aspects of the subject:—{1)
The general character of the Homeric poems, and
their place in the history of literature: (2} their
historical wvalue, as illustrating an early period of
Hellenic life ; (3) their influence in the ancient world,
and the crticism bestowed on them in antiguity :
{4) the modern inguiry into their origin,

S far az 1 am aware, there is no one book,
English or foreign, which collects the principal results
of medern study in cach of these departments.

Mr Monro, the Provost of Oriel, was kind enough
to read a considerable part of these pages, while they
were still in an unfinished state, and to give me the

benefit of his opinion on several points, Professor
] &
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Seymour, of Yale, during & visit to England last
summer, gave me a signal proof of friendship in the
care with which he went through the book,—then
nearly completed,—and the kindness with which he
permitted me to profit by some suggestions,

My thanks are also due to Professor Butcher,
the Rev. M. A, Bayfield, Mr Sidney Colvin, and
Mr Walter Leaf for various tokens of kind interest
in this work.

R. C. JEBB.

Tie COLLEGE, GLASGOW,
December, 1586,

Note o the Second Edition.

THE first edition, published in January, 1887, was
exhausted in February, The present edition is sub-
stantially identical with the first, while on a few points
of detail it has profited by some criticisms with which,
I have been favourced.

R G

flarch, 1887
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