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© These were more vioble than they of Thessolonion, in thal they
received the Word with all readiness gf mind, AND SEARCEED THE
SCRIPTURES DAILY, whethar these things were 0. — Acye xvii. 11.
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TO

MY DEAR YOUNG BON,

9 & me,

AB A TRETIHORY OF DESERTED APFROVAL, ARD
HARE OF AFFECTIONATE INTEREST;
BT, ORINFLY,
AR THE RECORD OF AN EARNEST HOPE,
THAT HE, IN HI8 DAY,

MAY BE A FAITHFUL WITNERE TO THE TRUTH,
That ** Al Seripdirs ir given by farpiration of God,"—That * Hely mem
aif Grodd apaks af My seera moeved by the Holy Ghost, "—And that
the ** Holy Soriptures are able (0 maka " men i
wnlo sofuabion, Derotigh faieh which i dn
Dhrist Jorur,"

THIA COMMENTARY IS LOVINGLY DEDIOATED BY

THE AUTHOR,






INTRODUCTION.

TrE addreas of the Baviour to the Apostle Peter,
which is the subject of the following Commentary,
i3 said to be cited, even by Protestants, for the
purpose of justifying the assumption of the priestly
title and office in the Christian Church. But
there is no dombt of the feot, that this citation is
most confidently made by the numercus body that
attempt, thereby, to prove the semctity of the
gpiritual and temporal dominion which, for so
many ages, has been usu?ped by the Church of
Rome,

The examination of the text, which is thus
claimed by the * sacerdotal™ party, as, directly or
indireetly, establishing & Christian priesthood, can-
not, if seripturally conducted, be unprofitable to
those who would “add #" ther “fuith” the
* knoeledge™ which may emable them to with-
stand a widely-spreading and ensnaring error.

To earnest and honest inquirers after trath,
the dryness, inseparable from an investigation of
this natore, will prove no hindrance to its pur-
guit; to such readers is this dissertation, cordially
and with much sympethy, addressed.

B



Mark i, 7.
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If it should be asked why “ prisstlood” is
made #o prominent in the following pages, the
reply is, that, without dedwcing this sacerdotal
gystem from the text under consideration, the
main sapport of the Romish domination would
be wanting. For the temporal power in merely
o result of the epiritunl dominion over the souls
of men which Rome has obtained ; and this
gpiritual rule is derived from the paramount
influence of the priestly office. Wherefore, in
tracing the matier to its source, it will be scen
that the establishment of priestheed is a promi-
nent, if not the main, object of the Romish inter-
pretation of the Lord's address to His Apostle.
The remsonablences of this supposition is appa-
rent, if it be considered that the Minister, or
Presbyter, being transformed into a pricst, be-
comes invested, not only with s mediatorial, but
likewise with a wicarious, offics, whereby the
human becomes a divine agent; and man, ele-
vated by his sacerdotal transformation into special
fellowship with God, is removed beyond the reach
of companionship with man, and made & partaker
of the Divine prerogative, the priest having the
authority to condemn and to abgolve—And “* who
can forgive sina but God only I”

A viee-royalty, so preat, so glorious, and 8o
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readily attainable, what soaring ambition could
regist ? To reach such o sublime position and
such power, an well as pre-eminence, of what
pleas would not aspiring man svail himgelf ¢ The
address of the Baviour to the Apostle Peter has
been supposed to indicate the means of ascent to
this exaltation, and to supply the unquestionable
title to its sssumption,

That the true interpretation of the address in
question affords no warrant for these vaat pre-
tengions, which owe their support to an isolation
of the text, and to an ignoring of the context, is
shown by the simple, but wise and indispensable,
rule of comparing Beripture with Seripture, To this
process of investigation, alone, can the dooctrinal
difficulties, oocasionally encountered in the Word
of €od, be expected o yield; and to the ob-
gervance of this pucred law of interpretation the
Divine Oracles have, themselves, invited the
Christian ; and that, too, not in terms that might
be deemed casual or general, bat that are express
and special. Forit is the Lord, Himeelf, who has
given the command to “ Search the Seriptures.”
And it 18 He who has deciared that ¢ éhe Word"'
ghall judge the soul *in the fast day.”

But this authoritative assertion of the absolute
supremsoy of Holy Scripture ig, virtually, set nside
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John v. aﬁ;
xi, 48, |



