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PREFACE.

Ir is obviously impossible, within tho compass of two
hundred short pages, to give anything like a full account
of a life which was all but commensurate with the
cighteonth century, and which was cortainly the busiest,
aml in some vospects the most important life in that
century—a life about which the most divers views have
been takon, and in which the intorost, so far frow baving
slackenad throngh lapse of time, 15 as keen if not kecner
than evor it was.  All ihat can be attempled is to select
the salient points of John Wesley's life and charwcter,
ani to draw as vivid & picture of the man and lis work
as gpace will permit.  As a native of the same eounty,
a member of the same University, on the foundation of
the same college in that University, a Priest of the
game Chureh, a dweller in the same house, a worker
in the same porish, a student for nearly twenty years
of the Church life of the contury in which John
Wesley was so prominent a figure, the present writer

hias paturally for a long time taken the deepest interest
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in his subject, but whether he has succeeded in com-
municating that interest to bis readers is quite another
question. It only remains for him to return his hearty
thanks to the Rev, L. H. Wellesley Wesley and Edward
Rigrrall, Eaq., for placing at hiz dispusal a vast nnmber
of portraits, out of which one has been selscted be-
longing to the former gentleman,
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JOHN WLESLEY.

CHAPTER L
EARLY YEDARS.

JoHN WesLEY ! was born on June 17th (0.5, 1703,
at Epworth Rectory, his father, Samucl Wesley, being
rector of the parizh from 1696 to 1755, He was of
gentle birth on both sides. The Wesleys were an
ancient family settled in the west of England from the
tine of the Conquest. The Annesleys, his mother's
family, were an equally ancicnt and anstecratic stock.
The fact that Wesley was a gentleman born and bred
was 1o slight help to the influence he afterwards ae-
quired. The native delicacy of such a man gives him
a certain tact in dealing with the poor, which is rarely
aequired by those who are not to the manner born.
He had no temptation to flatter the great, and was not
intoxicated by being brought into contact with them.
But John Wesley owed much more to his parents than
the good blood in his veins. Both Samuel and Susanna

L He was chiristened John Benjamin, bt the second nome was
always dropped both by himeelf aud all the fomily.
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