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NOTE

At the time of his lamented death, Professor Curtis had
completed the manuseript for this volume up to and in-
cluding Chapter 18. At the suggestion of the family of
Professor Curtis, and with the approval of the General
Editor, Dir. Albert A. Madsen has edited the entire manu-
script and written the comment upon Chapters 19 to 21,
inclusive, as well as adding the Bibliography.



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Tue Brevr For Hove axn Scroon is intended to place
the results of the best modern biblical scholarship at the
disposal of the general reader, It does not seek to dupli-
cate other commentaries o which the student must turn,
Its chief characteristics are (a) its rigid exclusion of all
Processes, both ¢ritical and exegetical, from its notes;
() its presupposition and its use of the assured results
of historical investigation and criticism wherever such
results throw light on the biblical text; (¢) its running
analysis both in text and comment; (&) its brief explana-
tory notes adapted to the rapid reader; (¢) its thorough
but brief Introductions ; (f) its use of the Revised Version
of 1881, supplemented with all important renderings in
other versions,

Biblical science has progressed rapidly during the past
few years, but the reader still lacks a brief, comprehensive
commentary that shall extend to him in usable form mate-
rial now at the disposition of the student. It is hoped
that in this series the needs of intelligent Sunday School
teachers have been met, as well as those of clergymen
and lay readers, and that in scope, purpose, and loyalty
to the Scriptures as a foundation of Christian thought and
life, its volumes will stimulate the intelligent use of the
Bihle in the home and the school.

SHAILER MATHEWS.
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