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PREFACE.

This compilation of the Mechanics’ Lien Law of the
Btate of California s designed, not only for the benefit
and convenience of the legal profession of the Biate,
bat also for the use of eontractors, builders, members
of Tradea Unions, and all others who are intereated
directly or indirectly in the rights which the law has
secured to labor. The statutory provisions regulating
such liena are given im full, sapplemented by brief
statementa of decided pointe, giving conetruetion to
thoee provisions. And it is believed thai this con-
nected view of the law, provided in a cheap and con-
venient form, will prove eminently acceptable to those
for whose use the compiletion is designed.

Ban Francisce, February Eﬁh, 1894,






CONTENTS.

Section 1153,

Who antitled to liens—To what extent—Contracts exceed-
ing 81,000 to be in writing—Necessary parties to the
contrast—Contract or memorandum to be filed—
When and where to be filed—What necezsary to sed
forth—Time of payments—Contract void if not filled
—Lahorers and material-men te have lien when con-
tract void for want of iling . . ...................

Notes to Section 1183

Liens the ereation of Statute—Unknown to common law
or equity—Alteraticns of buildings—When lien of

. material-man commeness— Removal of huilding pre-
vented—Annexing specifications—Services must he
performed on bullding—Contractor muet complete
contract to claim lien—Architects certificate as to
payment of laborers conclurive—Contract for extra
work, verbal—Lien law void # not strictly complied
with—Foreclosure of lien--Date of commencement
of contractor's lien— Liahility of owner—Contracter
cannot recover damages if contract not filad—Lien
of mining euperintendent—WFiling of claim before
completion of building — Contraetor furnishing
laborers entitled to lien—Materinls must be used in
structure—Materials furnished to mine—Material-
man's lien limited-—~Work not done in a workman-
like manner; evidence” relative thereto—Personal



i MecEaxics' Liew Law oF CALIFORNIA.

Fage.
judgments not recoverable—Public buildings not sub-

ject to—Who are original contractore—Prior right
of peyment on county claims—Materials not used in
building not entitled to lien—Paintere original con-
tractora—Deacription of property—Drawings and
spetifications to be annexed—REither contract or
memorandum to be filed—Wards property not sub-
ject to, unlesa by order of court—Right of laborer or
materinl-man personsl—Reasonable value of work
done and materials furnizhed recoverable although
implied contract not recorded . ... . e ——— . 410

Hection 1184,

No part of contract price payable in advance of com-
pfencement of work—When installments payable—
At least 25 per cent. of whole contract price payable
thirty-five days after final ¢completion—No payment
prior to time when due under eontract valid for pur-
poss of defeating, diminishing or discharging any
lien, except eontractore—All liens except contrac-
tors payable in money—Labor and materials deemad
performed and furnished at instance of contracting
pereon—Who may give written notice of labor per-
formed or materials furnished—How given—Notices
not invalid by reason of defect in form—Duty of
contracting persone on receiving notice.. . ......., 11-14

Kotes to Bectlon 1184,

Completion of work by owner after abandonment—Pay-
ments by contractor to material men, and applica-
tion thereof—Laborer to give notice of claim to
owner before valid contractor pald in full—Effect




CONTENTS,

vil

on material men and laborers where contract in-
valid—Effect of void building contract—Itemized
ageount not necessary in notice—Notice to owner
not required where contract invalid —What con-
tracts affected by Amendmenta of 1887 to Bections
1183 and 1184, Code of Civil Procedurse—Owner
must withhold from contractor sufficlent money
whether contract recorded or not—XNeglect of owner
renders him liable—Where contract woid laborer
and material-man cannot file claim until after com-
pletion or cessation of work for thirty days on un-
finiched building........covonvivninns —

Bection 1185,

Amount of land lienable determined by Court—Who
land must belong to—If less than fee-simple, only

interest therein subject to blen... ... ... ... . ...

Kotes to Section 1155,

Lessea's eatate may berold to satiety lien—Lesses cannot
bind lessor unless by act of lessor—Amount of land
eubject to lien, an issuable fact—What construed to
mean—Race track not necessary to convenient nge
of an hotel, and elub-house on fair grounds tract... .

Section 1154,
Proferved Vens .. oo mme o m o paam v

Seetion 1187,

Original ¢ontractors to file claims within 60 days after
completion of contract—Others within 80 days—
What claims filed must contain—DMust be verified—

Page.

14-16

16-17

17-18

18



