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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Ever since President Wilton's message to Congress of De-
cember 7, 1014, asking for legizlation for the encouragement of
American shipping, a bill has been before Congress, in some
form or other, providing for governmeni participation, in some
mesasure, in the awnership and control of an American merchant
marine, While no bill has been passed to this date, the debates
have been the means of arousing the public to the present condi-
ton of American shipping, and of reviving discussion of this
subject to a considerable degree. In response to the resulting
demand for material on this question, this volume has been com-
piled for the use of students, debaters and others wishing to
make & study of the question. [t attempts to set forth the facts
in regard to the history of our merchant marine and its present
status with regard to the shipping of other nations. The argu-
ments for and against goverument ownership and control are
also presented. In keeping with the general plan of the series,
this yvolume contsing affirmative and negative briefs, 7 selected
billiopraphy, and reprinte of much wvaluable material on the
question,

E. M. PueLps.
July 20, 1016,

342310
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