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PREFACE.

Huomparey Prippavx was born at Padstow on the 3rd of May,
1648. He came of an anclent Cornish family, being the thivd
son of Edmund Prideanx of Padstow, & gentleman of good position
and of inffuenes in the county.

Alfter vome schooling at Lisksard and Bodmin, Humphrey waa
sent to Westminster in 1663, and temained there for throo years
as King's scholar under Dr. Busby. From thenee he went up to
Oxford, obtaining a studentship at Christ Church in December
1668; and took his B.A, degree in 1672,

At thia time Dr, John Fell, Tican of Christ Church snd socon
aficrwards Bighop of Oxford, was diligently urging on the work
of the University press. He forthwith engagod Pridesux to assist
in an edition of Lucius Florus, and, when that boek was finished,
zet him to moke notes for the work which afterwards appeared
as the * Marmora Oxoniensia,’ and at the same time placed in his
hands the History of Joannes Malala to edit, Prideaws was * groaning
under the oppression of these twe heavy burdens " in 1674, but soon
threw off the second one, ** a horrid, musty, foolish beok,” ** stuffed
with foolish and ineredible lies, and devoted himeelf to the
 Marmors,” which wos published in 1676.*

& John KEvelyn bas the following entry in his Diary, uder dete of 268th Apedl,
1876; = The University of Oxford presested me with the * Marmom Oxoniensin
Arnndeliann; * the Bishop of Oxford writing to dosire that T would introduce Mr.
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i PREFACE.

To this work Pridesux owad his intreduction to his patron the
Lord Chancellor Finch, who appointed him his chaplain, placed
one of his sans with him as e pupil, gave him a sinecure in Wales,
and in 1679 presented him to the rectory of St. Clement’s,
Oxford.

Meanwhile, ho had taken his M.A, degree in 1676, and became
tutor and Hebrew lesturer in his college, in which last capacity he
published two tracta of Maimonides with a Latin translation in
1679, That he was n diseiplinarian may bo casily imagined after
reading his letters; and loss of popularity—the lot of most re-
formers—naturally attended his efforts in eorrecting abuses.

In 1681 Prideanx became Prebendary of Norwich, a preferment
which he again owed to the Lord Chancellor, now Earl of Notting-
hara, and early in 1683 he was presented to the rectory of Bladen-
cum-Woodstoek by Lord Keeper North. His appointment to
Norwich, where, with his usual aetivity, he at once began to busy
himself in the affairs of the cathedral, weakened his connexion
with Oxford. He was tired of college life, his g-c:ncrntinn had
paszed awny, and his chance. of succesding to the Ilebhrew pro-
fessorship nnd a canonry at Christ Church esemed but a poor one;
so he took a decisive step: © yielding to the circumstances of his
present condition ' he married a wife, though “he little thought he
should ever come to this,"’ and, exchanging his living of Bladen and
his sinecure for the rectory of Sabam-Tony in Norfolk, he bade
farewell to Oxford in 1886, and settled down to the duties of his
cathedral and parish. As if to sever the last tie that bound him
to the University, the death of his old friend, Bishop Fell, took place
Jjust-at this time.

Pridannx, the editor (a younp man most learned in antiquities), to the Daoke of
Korfolk, to present another dedionted to his Grace, which I did, and we dined with
the Dake ab Arundel Tlouse, and sapped at the Bishop of Rochester's, with Tsaace
Vossins ™

% He became B.D. in 1632, and ILIY in 16386,



PRETACE, 1il

From this period the letters become less regular and fower in
number. Oxford gossip gives place to county pcliLics, and eriticism
iz transferred from heads of colleges to the Bishop and the Dean of
Norwich, not always to the advantage of the latter,

Prideanx became Archdeacon of Suffolk nt the close of 1688;
but resigned his living of Sabam in 16894, and retired to Norwich.
In 1606, however, he took the small viearage of Trowse near that
city, and continned to held it wntil 1710, During this quiet period
of his life he had spare tims to devote to literatvre, and produced,
in 1697, his ** Lifo of Mahomet,” which was well received, And
now the time was come when he was to reecive his last promotion,
In 1702 Dean Fairfax pussed away afler a reign of thirteen years,
toe long il the character which Prideaux has drawn of him with
ne sparing hand be a tine cne.  DPridesux was installed Dean
ol Norwich on the Bth of June in the same yesr, liaving been
recommended for the place by Daniel Earl of I{ut.t-ingh&m, Sec.re{-a‘ry
of State, the son of his old patron. He was now [fifty-four years
of mgre, his constitution was unusually good, and he had every prospect
of a long snd uselul term of years befove him. Dut seven years
after he was overtaken by the * calamitous distemper ™' of the stone,
which sorm reached a oritical stage.  ** Bly cuse growa worse and
worse ™ he writes, © and there is noe remedy for me but by cutteing;
and, on full advice had vpon my case, T am told I cannot hear that
operation, but that in all likelyhood 1 must dy under it.  1f soe,
to put myselfe upon it is nothing lesse than selfe mnurder, und for
that | cannot angwer to (rod who gave e my lile, and therefore
1 must be content ko bear my burden as 1t 1s, and it 3s heavy enough.”
ITowever he did undergo the operation, and not only survived it
but would in all probability have thereughly recovered, had he not
Leen carelessly treated afterwards.  Yet, in spite of the doctors, he
rallied, and was soon at work again, During his conflinement he
composed the book by which he is best remembered, ¢ The Old
and New Testaments counceted,’” and published the first part in



