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PREFACE.

During the few past years many biographies of Bwedenborg
have besn offered to the public. Dr, Tafel, of Tobingen, in
1829, collected into one volume the testimonies of Bwedenborg's
perzonal friends, his letters, and various documenta relating to
him which were seattered through many volumes., This ** Book
of Documents'’ was translated into English, and edited by the
Rev. J. H. 8mithson, of Manchester, in 1841; and was again
reprinted in America and re-edited by Professor Bush, of New
York, in 1847, From this * Book of Documents,'” all the biog-
raphies which have appeared, have been more or less indebted,
Nathansel Hobart, of Boston, arranged these documents into
n connected biographical form, interapersed with judicious re-
marks of his own, and published it as a * Life of Bwedenborg,"
This “*Life" has passed through three editions, and well de-
serves the smeoess it has attained. In 1840, Elihu Rich pub-
lished, in London, A Biographical Sketeh of Emanuel Swe-
denborg.” The edition was exhausted in the course of a few
months, and the work has not since been reprinted. In the
pame year, J. J. G. Wilkinson produced his *' ¥manuel Sweden-
borg: a Biography,” a work which, alike for ita artistic
excellence as a biography, and the originality and poetic beauty
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of its thonght. has, I belicve, no equal in the English language,
Tha comparative gilence of our literary crities, in reference to
this work, proves that any one who carea to appreciate what ia
beat in the world, had better not be content to trust solely to
their eyes,  I'rom the gquotations I have made in the course of
the following narrative, the reader will be able to appreciate a
{fow of the good things contained in this Biography by Wilkin-
gon. In 1854, Bdwin Paxton Hood published ** Swedenborg:
A Biography and an Exposition,” 2 work which has been the
means of introducing Swedenborg to a large cirele hitherto
almost ignorant of hiz exizstence, In the same year, Woedbury
M. Fernald published, in DBoston, Mass, “A Compendium of
the Theological and Spiritan] Writines of Swedsnborg,” to
whieh an exccllent life of the Author was prefized, compiled in
rreat part from provicus biographice.  In other forms, many
gketches of the lifo of Swedenbore have been published. The
Rev. (). P. Hiller gives an cxecllent lttle biography in his vol-
ume of “Gome from Swedenborg,” FEmerson tells the story
of hiz life, in his own way, in ** Hepresentative Men ;" and a
Leetare by George Dawson, on Swedenborg, iz now cirenlating,
as a tract, by thousands Lhronghont tho land, Al theso things
evidence & growing imterost in the groatost teachor of modern
limez,

The present work does wot enter into eompetifion with any-
thing that ha.a before been writbon, Lk pretends to nothing but
simplicity, and would be ranked as & hand-hook, s guide, a
directory. If it should lead any to form an acquaintanee with
the writings of *‘ the most ynlmown man in the world,” as Mr,
Pernald callz Bwedenborg, and T may add, the most abused man
{n the world, my end will be gained. I helieva the day is not
far distant when it will be the greatest reproach of these times
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that the works of Swedenborg lay in our midst, and only a few
men cared for them., Happily this nomber 15 steadily inereasing ;
and, by and by, we may expect a general acknowledgment of
the fict, that Swedenborg was, without exeeption, the most
gifted and extraordinary man that has ever lived.

Bi Broowssvary Breer, Lospon.
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