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PRETACE.

Tur present course of English Grammar, forming s part
of Harper’s Language-Series, is embodied in two books:

1, The “ Tirgt Lessons in Lnglish ;*

2, The “ Progressive English Grammar.”

The two are not necessarily commected ; either may be
used by itself. The “TFirst Lessong,” however, is designed
to meet the wants of the lower elasses of graded schools,
while this text-book will connect with the * First Lessons,”
and, at the same time, furnish by iteelf a complete gram-
‘matical eonrze for ungraded and for private schools.

Learning our mother tongue ouglht to be the most inter-
esting of selwol studies; and yet, for nearly a contury,
eountless numbers of technieal grammars, all modeled aft-
er Lindley Murray, have been, by turne, the object of aver-
sion to suecessive generations of gchool children.  This s

| mot to be wondered at. Tho trmditional rules of syntax,
| and the time-honored nomenclature of etymelogy, have
come down to us a heritage from the elder grammarians,
! who, writing before philolegy beentme o science, put forth
- all their strength in a too snceessful endeavor to subject
- our simple and peculiar English speech to the vassalage of
~ Latin forms.
- The introduction, some thirly years ago, of the method
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of Seutential Awavysig, dovized by the German philologist
Becker, and adapted to Amerienn school nse in the meri-
toriong works of I'rofessor Greene and others, marks the
culy considerable innovation, in this eountry, on the Mur-
ray system,  The new doctring exeited great intefest, and
soom ran into a wide enrrency.  When we consider, how-
ever, that Analysis iz the eyntax of English to no greater a
degree than it is the syntax of any other speech ; that it is,
in point of fact, peneral or universal ayntax, it is not strange
that it failed to realize the lrilliant results claimed for it
by ita early champions, and that of late it is falling out of
favor with judicious toachers, who find that Analysis, while
o eurious and interesting etudy, and not without its value
as o means of mental discipline, £ail to accomplish the pro-
foszed desigm of English grammar, which design vow is,
and always has been, to teach “tho art of spealing and
writing the English langnage with propriety.”

In the mean time, in the resnlts of modern linguis-
tie gty and research, materigls have been rapidly aeen-
mulating, from which methods of troatment ought to be
developed very different from the complications of Anglo-
Latin gyntax on the one hand, and frem the abstractions
of Analysiz on the otler. 1f the present work shall be
found to possess any merit, that merit will be doe to the
fact that modern philology has made English grammar
possible by showing vs sehot the Tnglish specch really is.

In this text-book, of the fonr mediceval © branclies” of
grammar, two have been lopped off—{fe wed, Orthography
and Prosody. These do not properly belong to English
grammar, and, indeed, they eame into the grammatical
horn-books at a period when the awfal mysteries of “ gram-
muirie” were ranked with the black arts.  This exclusion
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leaves for treatment the two proper dopartments of gram-
mar—Etymology and Syotax; to which have been added
Analysis and Constroetion, and English Composition.

L

In the treatment of Ervmorosy three prominent poiuts
will be noticed :

1. A graduated method of nnfolding the parts of speech,
which are shown upon three sneecssive and ascending
planes. The parts of speeeh ave firet taken up and defned
merely. Then all the parts of speech are again taken op,
and their subdivisions sot forth. Lastly, all the parts of
speech are taken np for the thivd time, and theie dnfections
(if they possess any) are exhibited. The snperiority of this
plan of gradoal approach over the old way of crowding
every thing in a confuged mass of bewildering nomencla-
ture upon the child muost be evident on even a enrsory ex-
amination.

2. The brief, sinple, and practical definitions of the parts
of Elmﬁehlmul of prammatical terms in general.  Gramma-
Tians, it iz true, bave heen in the Labit of magnifying the
importance of abstract-Jogical definitions, construeted with
all the sabtlety of the schoohnen.  Dut is it not manifest
that in an art like grammar the sole end of definition is to
teach wses 7 Now it iz Lelieved that the school-boy, by the
aid of such simple (thongh, it is tree, empirical) definitions
as NoUns NAME Tiixes, VERDS MARE sTateaesTs, will learn
to defect nouns and verbs much geoner than he possibly
conld, were lie ever so cunning in the repetition of wire-
drawn definitions that may, indeed, be theovetically ex-
haustive, but that ave practioally nnintelligille.

8. The historical treatment of Evglish inflections.  The
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madern study of Anglo-Saxon has thrown a flood of light
on the forms and idiome of the English tongue. We ob-
tain a satisfactory koowledge of our few fragments of
Englizh inflection only by learning how those infleetions
arose.  And here, again, granimarians are chargeable with
having misapplied o great deal of ingenuity in trying to
explain ¢ prioré (by pure veasoning and logic) facts that
can be explained solely by the listery of our speech. In
the preeent text-Look the aim has been to introduce the
more illostrative points of English plilology stripped of
their scientifie diress,

11.

The treatment of Syntax in this fext-book is probably
what will most ehallenge nttention.

In this divigion of the snbject a marked departure from
the old methods was found abeolutely indispensable. The
time-honored twenty-six ruleg of Murray’s Grammar are an
ineongruons assemblage of mixed definitions and abstrac-
tiong, imitated from Latin gyntax, and having as their chief
end to teach grammatical parsing, which is simply grammar
run to eeed. Iow many a thonghtful teacher has been
rudely dizenchanted by discovering that a boy may glibly
parze Y oung's Night Thoughes, or Pollock’s Conrse of Time,
strictly in accordance with the twenty-six rules, and yet be
profoundly ignorant of practical Xnglish !

The anthor bases his treatment of English syotax on
the theory that the object of the scheel study of grammar
iz to furnish echool-boys and school-girls with such an avail-
able outfit of knowledze in applied syntax-as shall give them
n fair mastery of the vee of Luplish in speaking and in
writing,  Aceordingly, e found it needful to go throngh
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gyntax, and earefully to scparate the abstract maxims used
in disposing of words from those principles that are of prime
importance, becavse they may be violated in the nctual
Jorms of words, This separation is marked by dividing
the syntax of cach part of speecl into—

1. How to dispose of the part of speech.
2. Its practical syntax.

Of the latier — Practreasn Sysrax—the treatment Liag
been made qurite foll, the anthor feeling that he could not
eongeientiously avoid fairly mectivg the pumerous diflienl-
tiez that arize in writing modern English, At thesame
time, a8 the principles ave developed inductively, from co-
pions illnstrations very fully explained, it is belioved that
they will find firm lodzment in the intelligence, and, by
comsequence, in the memory of the pupil,

ITI.

A clear system of Sentential Analysis, freed from need-
less complications and refinements, has been reduoced fo its
appropriate place and space in the grammatical course.
Moreover, eide by side with the prineiples of Analysis will
be found the application of thoze principles to Synthesis,
or Construction. The method of sentence - building here
given has stood the test of the class-room, and the exer
cizes will be found Loth to make Analysis itself intelligible
and to lay the foundation for Composition.

IV.

As one of the professed objects of English Grammar is
to teach the art of writing good Englizh, the last divizion
of the book comprizes practical exerelses in Compesition-



