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NOTES,

e,

Twurre are many things in My, Townsend's contribu-
tions to the new edition of Fox's Martyrology which
require notice; but they are of such different kinds,
that it may be better to keep them in some degree
distinet.

The ohject of this publication is merely to point
out what appears to me to be one great error—the
cause of many others—in his Life of Fox; I mean
his adopting, and treating as genuine and anthentie,
the legendary Memoir which has been ascribed to
Samuel Fox, the son of the martyrologist. I know
that several writers who hwve had oceasion to speak
of Fox, have done the same ; bat that such o mistake
ghould be committed by one who has been so many
years engaged to write the Life of Fox, seems to me
very remarkable. . Speaking of the martyrologist,
Mr, Townsend says :(—

“Ilis pringipal biographer is his son ; and though many inter-

esting eircumstances of his more active life, after he lefi the
a2
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university, are to be derived, as we shall see, from varous
sources ; it is impossible, at the distance of three centuries, to
caollect any information respecting his early years, but that which
his son hag recorded,  In tle Frefaee to the Reader, prefixed to
his account of his father, lis son informs us, that * he had been
solicited h}r ALY erEnns to gnlt{f}'.'ptlslfriiy with a Iuismr;,r of
his father's life, which be had written thircy years before.’ He
had, however, continually ‘to refuse to publish it ; and he should
have persevered in doing so, il he had not perceiverd that many
who were mere strangess, and uwtterly ignorant of his conversa-
ticws, had presumed to write his life.” The deficiencies and in-
accuracies of these unauthenticated publications induced him * to
preserve his menory from wrong, and to 'FI]H.EE it oin its trpe and
proper light. ¢ The importonity of both those who admired,
and those who disapproved, also, of his father's opinions and con-
duct, were additional reasons,” he informs us, ‘for writing ;" and
e triusts © that hig marretive Toay ke reg;m]c:l as iree from the
siwspicion of intentional falsehood, or partiality, though it was
compiled by a son.' 1le had written it originally *for his
own private satisfaction ; and it was now given to the world
beeause it wes deemed worthy of publication [I}’ others rather
than by himself' XNone of the spurious works to which M,
Fox herc alludes are known, [ believe, to exist at present; und
we must consequently be content with & few brief notices of his
early life, till he was cxpelled the university of Oxford for
heresy, as they are related in the Memoir by his son."—p. 45,

Now, what does this involve ?  The hypothesis of
Mr. Townsend, and of all who believe in the Memoir,
is this:—That about twenty-four years after his fa-
ther's death, his son Samuel wrote his life,—that he
did this merely for his own satisfaction ; and for that
same satisfaction, kept it by him for thirty years
more ;—that he was then prevailed on to publish the
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Memoir thus written and preserved, because of the
spurious lives put forth by others; of which spurious
lives, Mr. Townsend confesses that he can find no
trace. This is a singular story to begin with.

A few pages forward, Mr. Townsend says: “ It is
much to be lamented that the Memaoir of Foxe, by his
son, is written without a proper attention to dates.”
True; but if Mr. Townsend had paid proper atten-
tion to a date which he has himself given, he would
have seen that the document which he was quoting
could not have been written by Samuel Lox. - This
Prefuce to the Ileader, whence Mr. Townsend quotes,
purports to be written in 1641 ; and at page 205 of Mr.
Townsend’s Life, we read that “Samuel Fox died in
1629, about Christmas.” The Preface, thercfore, whieh
Mr. Townsend has quoted is elearly not the work of
the person to whom he aseribes it, and naturally leads
to a suspicion that the same may be the case with the
Memoir to which it is prefixed. That this should not
have been perceived by Mr. Townsend, even when
he was trying to patch up the “ discrepancies in the
narration,” by suggesting that Sammuel Fox “pub-
lished the Memoir when he was old.” is very
strange.

In this matter Mr. Townsend will not complain
that I am indulging in that minute eriticism which
is so annoying to randam writers. Every one who
looks, even in the most cursory way, at his Life of

3 PI‘ 6“!
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Fox, will see that the authenticity and genunineness of
this Memoir is a point of great importance ; and that
if Mr. Townsend’s want of discrimination, and ac-
quaintance with his subject, has been impoged on, the
mistake is one which ought to be pointed out. I
helieve it is nearly true, though I should not have
ventured to state it so dogmatically as Mr. Town-
send does,—for T have always a hope that trmth will
eome out,—that it is impossible, at the distance of
three centuries, to colleet any information respecting
his early years, except that which his son™ [or who-
ever was the writer of the Memoir] “ has recorded.”
If Mr. Townszend cau say this after the years which
he has heen at work, and if it should appear that the
Meniaoir is nol to be trusted, I hope T shall not he
blamed if T make free with some things which rest
on its single authority.

It we look at what is suppused to be the original
manuseript, and which is now in the British Museam®.
we find various marginal correetions, in a hand quite
different from that of the text, which have been, I
believe, generally followed in the printed copy.
Whether these marginal notes are the work of some
other person, correeting the author of the manuseript ;
or of the author, correcting some copy of his own
text not in his own hand-writing, is of little conse-
quence ; all that T wish to be observed is, that where
there is a variation between the text and the margin,

¥ Tansd. No. 385,
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the fext represents the original or earlier statement
of the two. Let us look at one or two of these
variations.

For instance, the want of dates of which Mr.
Townsend complains, was more deplorable as the
Memoir was originally written. None was assigned
to the Dbirth of Fox, until the marginal corrector
added, “anno Salutis humana 1517.” Did not Samuel
Fox know when his father was born?  Has not Mr.
Townsend given “an inseription by his son,” which
states that the martyrologist died in April, 1587,
being © jumn septuagenarins " Could not he have
given some sort of guess, by deducting 70 from 15877
I suspect that this is what the marginal corrcetor
did;' and that he thus originated a date which
has heen followed ever sinee; but which Samuel
Fox, if he had written or corrected the Memoir,
would not have set down as that of Lis father's hirth,
He might very well, in the epitaph, state him to have
been “septnagenarius,” even if he supposed him (as
I think he did) to have been born in 1516°. Twelve
years before it is pretended that this Memoir was
written, a grant of arms had been made to the Fox

* T am gorry that Mr. Townsend has adopted a style of con-
troversy which makes it necessary for me to remind the reader
that T am not hore diseussing the question whether Fox was born
in one year or another, or in that interval which might be
deseribed as either.  The qiestion 15, What wonld Samuel Fox
have written ? and it is asked merely to help us in judging
whether he wrote what Mr, Townsend says he did.



