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The Day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;
The Passover of gladness, The Passover of God.

From death w lif¢ eternal, From this world to the sky,
Our Christ hath brought us over With hymns of victory.

—Henry Smart, c 1835
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First of a series

Schwengel of Jowa

By Caspar Nannes

HERE is nothing in the long run

politically right that initially is
morally wrong or could lead to a
moral wrong.”

This is the philosophy that moti-
vates Representative Fred Schwen-
gel, Republican of Iowa, and under-
lies the factors determining his votes
on issues before the House of Repre-
sentatives.

“Religious convictons determine a
great deal my voting actions,” the
tall, still athletic-looking Congress-
man from the Midwest recently de-
clared. “I operate from a moral basis.
I like to paraphrase George Wash-
ington by saying ‘Religion and mo-
rality are indispensable to pros-
pE:ritY.’ =»

The religion of a Congressman

There are specific instances where
Schwengel's religious principles set
the course of his veting record. Take
the case of the Civil Rights bills
that he favored, although there are
few blacks in his district to sway
his decisions politically.

“I believe in the teachings of
brotherhood so T have to accept the
philosophy of equality of opportun-
ity,” the prominent Baptist layman
pointed out. “That determined my
votes on these bills. Some of my
political friends ecriticized me for
this, but I felt there was a moral
question involved and I have to be
on the right side of a moral issue.”

More recently, the Prayer Amend-
ment that would propose a constitu-

Caspar Nannes is the former religion editor of the Washington Star,
and now @ freelancer living at 4200 Cathedral Avenue, NW., Wash-

ington, D.C. 20015
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tional amendment permitting state-
set prayers in public buildings was
before Congress. Many felt the bill
was loaded with political dynamite
for those who voted against it. Some
believed their constituents might re-
gard voting against the Prayer
Amendment as being like voting
against motherhood. Schwengel took
a firm stand against the Prayer
Amendment.

“It was a moral question entirely
with me whether or not to let a
state come into the picture,” he ex-
plained. “I hold that religious free-
dom and liberty are probably the
most important heritages we have
and they are not to be tampered
with.”

The Iowa-born  Congressman
comes by his religious convictions
naturally. His parents, “Baptists in
Germany where Baptists were a mi-
nority,” instilled in the child a devo-
tion to the church and attending
Sunday services that has never left
him. He has evidence to substanti-
ate his consistent churchgoing; he
takes notes of the sermon each time
he goes and keeps a record of them.

Rotarians, Take Note!

“If T have to miss church on Sun-
day, I make it up by deing some
other assignment, like speaking at the
International Crossroads Breakfast
meeting in the Central YMCA in
Washington,” he explained. Many
times during the year Schwengel £lls
the pulpit at churches throughout
the United States on Sundays. He
recently spoke at the 150th anni-
versary of the First Baptist Church
in Indianapolis, Indiapa.

6

A member of First Baptist Church
at Davenport, lowa, since 1937,
Schwengel attends Calvary Baptist
Church when in Washington. At the
Davenport church the Congressman
has held practically every office open
to a layman — deacon, Sunday
school teacher and superintendent,
member of the board of trustees,
and so on.

Although Schwengel is a dyed-in-
the-wool Baptist, he has developed
through the years a great respect
and interest for all religions.

“I am very much in favor of the
ecumenical movement, so much so
that T like to associate with, learn
from, and cooperate with the other
great religions in the world, includ-
ing Buddhism and Hinduism and all
the other -isms,” he explained.

Borm and raised on a farm in
Franklin County, Iowa, the Congress-
man recalled with pleasure that he
was once the cornhusking champion
of his ares, with a record of 184
bushels in one day. And only last
year he showed his skl by winning
a one-hour cornhusking contest in
Eldridge, Towa, coming away with
the title “Mr. Clean.”

Schwengels Jlasting interest in
Abraham Lincoln grew out of two

incidents at Northeast Missouri State

College, where he won letters in
football, track, and basketball, as
well as being president of his 1930
senior class.

“The impetus came from a talk
by one of my favorite professors,
Dr. John R. McClure of the political
science department. Soon after that
talk I went with the football team
to Kansas City, Missouri, and while




Congressman Fred Schwengel



