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PREFACE.

—d—

HE events related in the following pages

will not be found recorded in the Blue

Book of the Indian Mutiny —my official
reports, as Political Resident at the Meywar
Statesduring the period in question, not having
been included in that document presented
to Parliament in obedience to its order.
Having recently, in clearing ont a long disused
cabinet, lit upon copies of the reports in
question, together with a mass of correspond-
ence, including some letters in original from
Lieut.-Colonel, afterwards Creneral Sir George
Lawrence, my immediate predecessor in the
Meywar Residency, I find myself in a position
to supplement the history of the period with
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respect to events within the Meywar States
as yet untold. These documents may afford
some clue further to the miscarriage of my
reports in transmission through the office of the
Agent Governor-General, Colenel Lawrence,
who, at the period in question, had been
promoted to the superior office on the transfer
to Lucknow at that juncture of his brother
Sir Henry Lawrence. [ forbear, however, to
obtrude them on the reader at the opening of
my narrative, and thus detain him from the
perusal of stirring events and incidental epi-
sodes which I venture to hope may prove
not without interest. The documents in
question, then, I refer to in a Supplementary
Chapter, appending vouchers, and will ask
the reader to turn to it before closing the book
for matter of exposition as well as of general
interest. Few incidents of the period could
exceed in pathos the late Sir Henry
Lawrence's dying appeal to the Maharana
of Oodeypore, which closes the chapter.
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In proceeding now to recount the events
of the troubled period of the Mutiny as
experienced within the circle of my extensive
official charge, I purpose quoting generally
from my unpublished Reports and Diaries and
Correspondence of the period, in order that
the incidents may be presented in succession
to the reader with the greater fidelity and
graphice force as life-photographs taken at the
time.

The historic land-marks leit by the events
about to be related in this missing chapter
of the Indian Mutiny, may serve to complete
the history of its suppression by such a
numerically inferior and scattered force of
the English race, as seemed, at the time,
almost to preclude hope. In depositing that
record of achievement, then, upon the shelves
of the National archives, the people of
England would not, I believe, willingly see
it curtailed by one line of recorded honest
effort.
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Some of the most important of the questions
discussed in the series of brilliant articles on
“The India of the Queen,” which have
recently appeared in the columns of the Times,
will be found raised by the events narrated in
the following pages, and by the incidents of
the Mutiny generally. On some of these ques-
tions the views of the correspondent of the
Times will find here corroborative illustration ;
whilst in regard to others, instances in oppo-
sition to the conclusions arrived at by him will
claim recognition. The arguments on either
side will be set forth in a concluding review to
enable the reader to form a judgment on the
momentous question propounded in the con-
cluding article of the series—* WaiTHER 2"

C. L. SHOWERS,

LyMINGTUN,
HanTs.
Fanauary, THES.



