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the Memory of
the Hon. JOHN FRENCH, a Clas Leader for fifty years,
and to
the Memory of my Father,
the Rev. WARREN GOODELL, a Clus Leader for sixty years,
at whoae requests these chapters were written,

T Tedicate
the bock which they did not ive to see completed,
but whoee principles they exemplified.



PREFACE

ON_E hundred and forty-two years ago the ques-

tion was asked in open Conference, John
Wesley in the chair, “C'an nothing be done to make
the mectings of the classes more lively and profit-
able " From this it will be seen that the questions
coneerning class meeting which interest ns to-day
are by no means new gquestions.

The cluss meeting, like the Chureh itself, has
had its revival and declension; but in spite of all
efforts to abolish it or to provide for it a substitute
it still holds its place, seccond to none, as a meang
of grace in the development of a noble Christian
character. The recent revival of interest in the
lass Hlbﬂl..{ng filr-ml.ghl:rul. the count Iy proves that
Methodizm is convineed that it must foster and
sustain it.

Some two years ago the writer was requested to
present a paper on the class meeting before the
Brooklyn Preachers’ Meeting. The interest of the
meeting was so great that a vote was passed ar-
ranging for a class meeting eonvention to be held
in the Hanson Place Methodist Church. This
convention was presided over by Bishop Andrews,
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and addressed by Rev. J. M. Buckley, D.D., Rev.
8. F. Upham, D.D., and many other prominent
members of the New York East Conference. A
permanent organization was formed, of which
Hon. John French was made president. The
writer was also invited to address the Preachers’
Meeting of New York city on the same theme.
The Preachers’ Meeting appointed & committee to
arrange for the holding of a class meeting conven-
tion in New York. This meeting was held in
Calvary Church, and was addressed by Bishop An-
drews, Dr. Upham, Dr, Eckman, Dr, Odell, and
otherz. Under the direction of Dr. Millard, the
presiding elder, a permanent organization of the
clasa leaders of New York was effected. This or-
ganization immediately began effective work, hold-
ing quarterly meetings throughout the city. From
these organizations has come the Lay Workers'
Institute, which is doing at present an excellent
work in the training of class leaders, local preach-
era, and Sunday school teachers by regular meet-
ings and lectures in Manhattan, Brooklyn, and
Jersey City. When these conventions were re-
ported through the papers, requests came from all
parts of the country for information concerning
this new movement, and the increasing demand for
suggestions and encouragement to pastors and
leaders in the prosecution of this work led to the
writing of this book,



Prerice T

Little has been published on the class meeting
by our Book Concern for the last twenty-five years,
and this book will therefore cover a field which is
not touched by any recent publication.

So much fault has been found with class leaders
that it seemed to me that a chapter on the noble
men of recent years who have magnified and glori-
fied their office would be intensely interesting and
profitable. I have, therefore, seeured from some
of our hishops and pastors of wide experience
sketehes of famous leaders. The names of the con-
tributors will appear in connection with these
gkotches, but I wish bere to express my grateful
thanks for these brief memorials, which make all
Methodism debtors to those who have supplied
them. Owur class meeting literature is so meager
that T have found little here that was available. 1
wish, however, to mention The Class Meeling: a
Series of Prize Essays, and The Class Leader, by
John Atkinson. I am indebted for letters or valu-
able suggestions to Bishops Andrews, Fowler, Vin-
cent, Mallalieu, and Foss, and also to Dirs. Banks,
Buckley, Cadman, Upham, Hurlbut, Odell, Co-
burn, and Willey, and the officers of the Lay Work.
ers’ Institute. I wish also to acknowledge editorial
courtesies from The Christian Advocale, Zion's
Herald, The Northern Christian Advecale, and
The Epworth Herald.

I know the faithful pastors of Methodism are
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praying in their hearts for that spiritual training
and development in the Church for which the class
meeting stands, I have put down the results of
my own experience and that of others, hoping that
the epirit and method here set forth may be to them
a help in the great work committed to their charge.
Those who have sent communieations accept full
responsibility for their own utterances,

My heart goes out to that noble, intelligent,
gpiritunl, self-denying class of men, the subpastors
of Methodism, men of whom Asbury =aid, “The
class leaders have been as helpful as the pastors in
the growth of our Church.” We are enjoying our
great heritage without sufficient gratitude to those
who seattered and nurtured the seed.

“There was a little eity, and few men within 1t
and there came a great king against it, and besieged
it, and built great bulwarks against it: now there
was found in it a poor wise man, and he hy his wis-
dom delivered the eity; yet no man remembered
that same poor man.” Tt is to this man that T call
the attention of the Church.

With the prayer that God may bless this book to
the encouragement of pastors, elass leaders, and
members, and make 1t helpful in increasing the
attendanee and deecpening the intellectual and
spiritual life of the Chureh, I send it forth.

Hanson Place Parsonage, C. L G.

Brooklyn, N. Y., September 1, 1902,



