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INTRODUCTION.

L. Jxgewv, the largest of the Chonnel Telands, lies in the Bay of
Bt. Malo, off the nerth-west coret of France, in lat. 48° 15" N. and
long. 39 10 W. The dimtanca from the French coadt is shout 18
miles an the sast and about 80 on the gauth,

The shaps is a rouph parallelosrarn, the sides of which are
indented on the east, south, aod west by eaody bays. The length
(from cast to weat] 1a about 11 miles, and the breadth about 5¢.
The longeat disgonsl (H.W. fo 8.E.) measares about 13 miles.
The tokul land area in abomt 45 square miles, snd the acrcape
28,717 (64,618 vergies), The goneral character of the sorfece is &
flat platean, sloping gently from north 4o south, aod intersected by s
nomber of tearly parallal velleys which tan dight seress the
ipland, so that almost the whola of the drainage finda ite way
to the south coast. The north cosst i harbouriess and fringed
with high cliffs and precipitous rocks, The great sandy waste of
Bt Ouen's Day occupier almoat the whole of the west gida. Omn
the south und esst the sandy bays of Bt Brelade's, 98, Aubin's,
Bt. Clement’s, and Grouville follow one another in the order
named. In Bt Adbin's, St Clement's, and Grooville Bays a
tract of low-lying alluvial land, formedy marshy but now drained
and cultivated, intervenes between the edge of the plabean and the
pen,  In the south-west there 15 a remarkable scenmalation of
blown gond known as the Quenvais. There i no
hill# in Jersey, me digtinguished from the clifis on
the cosst and the sides of the vallays. The sfreams are neces-
surily mere rivalets, and the only piece of water of any importance
i 8t. Ounen's Pond.

* The highest points in the Ieland sre Mont Madoe snd the cliffs to the
west of Bouley Bay, each 473 fect.

Nowtry, p. 168,



vi FLORA OF JERREY.

Frorn a physical point of view, Jersey ie a part of France, Like
the other Channel Tslands, it is merely B0 excrescence UpoD &
submerged platform of reeks which extends under water from
the French coast. An elevation of land to the extent of about

dntad 30 fathoros would B op most of the Hay of St
“’ffil}“":“‘:]’”' Malo, and the survounding sea is so full of rocks and
i roafs (some of them, Tes Tlea Chausey, Les Min-
quiers and the Ecréhos Rocks, of considerable extent) as to render
the navigation dificult and dengerous in hasy weather. At
present the ses appears fa be gaining very slowly upon the
land, Without secepting the venerable fable that the Bishop
ol Coutances wes onoce able to eross the silver
streak that then divided Jorscy bom France on a
plank, it may safely be nssumed that the Island wes once much
larger than it is now. The fall of the tide, which is sometimes
over 40 feet, lays bara enormous skrelches of wild, desolate rocks
which were onee land; and at vorious points of the cosst detached
rocks may be sean which are coversd with the same superficial
deposite as the menrest shore, and are obvignsly nothing but
broken fragments of the land, and not rocks which have emerged
from the ses. Apain, there are traces of a *avb-
merged forest "' in Ht. Ouen’s Bay, nesr L'Efuac, and
the character of the pest deposits on the low-lying
land seemes to sugpest o derivation from plarger Iand area than the
present. On the other hand, the presence of ralsed boaches at
varions levels sesqmp to prove that in siill earlier timez the island
wus burled more deeply than it iz now in the sea.®

The rocke of Jersey comsigt slmest eotirely of pranite (or
syenite), metamorphic schists and porphyries, with an ancient
conplomerate in the noth-east. It iu doubtfal
whether there is sny unaltercd sedimentsry rock
in the Igland. Chalk and limestone are entively abgent. In-
equalities in the original surface are largely filled up with saper-
ficinl quaternary deposits of brick clay or brick earth, generally
unstratified. In some of the low-lying distriets (e.g., under St
Helier's) there sre deposita of peat, gravel, and stiff blue cley.

* The hest pecount of the geslogy iz contained in * Géologin de Jereey,”
Ly Father O. Noury, 8.0, Cf. alao Dr. A, Dunlop's paper * On the Buper-

finial [reposits of Jersey and Guerneey,” in the Transsctions of the
Guerusey Society of Matural Sciewsce for 1847,

Noury, p. 148,

Eomryla!:p. 140~

Nowry, p. 109,
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The granitic and metamarphic rocks are all of enormous antiquity,

none later than the Oambrian formation. The
Noury, p. 185, . i

whole of the Hecondary and Tertiary series are
enfirely unrepresented. A few remains of animals have been
found In the quaternary deposite, but fossile can hardly be said
to exst. On the other hund, to the mineralogist
“1'Mle de Jervsey offre dons le volsinage immédiat
du Cotentin un massif drophif du plus haut intéedt et riche en bypes
vraiement exeeptionels.”

Noury, p. 4.

II. Tha elituate of Jersey ip mild and eguable, Bommer merges
almost impereeptibly into antummn, wed autumn inte winter, and
cold weather is rure before the New Yaar, Bavere frosts ure vary
unusual, snd snow soldom les long wpon the groand. The coldest
monthg are January and February, the warmeat July and Aogust,
The number of hoors of bright wunsbine fa large,¥ but the air §s
always Iaden with moeisture and often feole more chilly than the
thernometer readings would seem to indicate.

Bince 1804 metanrelagical obgervationa have been repularly and
seientifically made at the Oboervatory eonoected with the Maison
#i. Louls by Father M, Dechevrens, B.J. (see next page). Thess
may be regarded ag abwalutely reliable, but oight years is a ghord
period to take a5 a bosis for meteorologionl means, and the amount
of rainfall in the appended table is cerfainly too low, for 1599
and 191 wers exceplionally dry years.

Thesce figures sre taken from the yearly rérumé published in the
Balleting Annuels of the Bocidld Jersiaise, A paper on the climate
of Jersey by the ey, H. W, Yorke was printed in the Querterly
Jowrnal of the Royal Meteorologieal Bootely {val. xxv. Neo. 111)
in 1889, His concluzions were based on data derived from several
different sourees, covering a far largar space of flme (1844 ta IHDE),
and may usefully be cowmpared with the table alrendy given. He
gives the following yearly meana;—

Barometer ... 20977 inches Huashine. ..., 1880 hours
SBhade Temperatura ... 527 Bainfall ..coooeens . B4 inches
Coldest month {Jan.)... 427 Bainy days e . 190
Warmest month {Aug.) 6587 Hail or BnOwW .oeveveiiiennn
Frost {in alr) ...... 13 dayr Humidity ooveeeeeiemnnenns B
Frost om graes...... 48 days Tempersture of sea ...... 54"

* 1930 on wo aversge of 16 years, (Fev. H. W. Yorke, Quarterly Jowrnal
af Meleorelogioal Sociedy, Jauly, 1800
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INTRODUCTION. iz

III. For ab least twa cenfuries Jerseay has been a much-cultivated
igland. As early ae Dr. Falle's day there was * little barren
ground," and * not a wood, hardly a thicket or copples™; and
though he and later weilers apeak of the thickly wooded appesr-
ance of the country, they all assribe it to the trees which bordered
every hedgerow, and to the small size of the fields. In the
eightesrth century the chief production was cider, and the land
waa larpely oceupied with gwchards. Falla ¥ thooght thet no
country produced so muoeh cider, not even Normondy, though
little had boen made in the time of Willism the Third, Io 1808
more gider was atill made than in any other equal ares in Europe.
In 1833 it was still the chief export,] but potatoes were becomsing
important. Now the orehards have to s very large extent dis-
appeared, and moet of the land is devoted to the culiivation of the
profitable but prossic early potato, bo make roowm for which much
rough land hae beon doultloss broken up, and many woeded hillzides
doprived of their covering of freea, After the potatoes, which are
dog in May wnd JTune, & crop of “roots ™ of some nd generally
follows. TIn the sandy fields in low-lying parte of the coast,
lucerne and eclover have been sown far ab leact o century and
a belf, and with the seed have been ntroduced severnl Confinental
plants which have astabliched themselver snd becoms naturalized,
&.9-, Centauren panictlats and Seabloss maritiva,

Much of the waste Iand which once existed has besn brought
under cullivation within the last fifiy years, and some of the mosé
interesting Jereey planta have been destrojed. 5t Peter’s and
86. Lawrence Margher have been draingd ; so hus the marshy
tract which once existed between B4 Helier's and Samarés. The
whole charseter of the sandy baye is being graduslly altered by
the sea-walls which are belng built in various parte. The Bay of
8t Aubin's, a great part of which was within living memory mnch
aa Mature made it, is now oceupied with an almest unbroken
succession of houses, and an imposing Promenade, The procesa
will doubtless continue.

At the present time Jersey preserts six different kinds of atation,
and each, to a very large extent, hae ite own flora.

{a) Bandy beaches, sand-dunes, snd sandy fefds near the sea,

* Falle's " Copares,” p, 154,
1 Liyte's * Jersey,"” p. 82
+ Imglia, * Chaonel Islands,” p. 123



