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PREFACE.

There are two opinions frequently expressed
with regard to German pronunciation, the one
directly opposed to the other. People who know
very little about it, generally think it easy enough
to acquire a correct German pronunciation from
the ordinary spelling and the indications con-
tained in any German school grammar, or, at all
events, with the aid of a native, if possible Hano-
verian, teacher. Those who have looked mmto the
matter more closely are, on the contrary, inclined
to consider it a hopeless case to try to arrive at
reliable results, where there seems to be nothing
but uncertainty and contradiction amongst the
Germans themselves. In the following pages I
have endeavoured to show that neither of these
views is correct, but that, with some care and
good wall, a standard Geerman pronunciation may
indeed be pointed out to, and acquired by, Eng-
lish learners of our language. Readers who wish
for fuller information as to phonetic and dialectal
peculiaritics, and the history of Moderm German
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sounds, [ beg to refer to my Elemente der Phone-
tik und Orthoepie des Deutschen, Englischen und
Franzisischen (Heilbronn, Gebr. Henninger, 1884},
in which due regard is also taken to the works
of the leading English phoneticians, Messrs. A.
J. Ellis, A. M. Bell, H. Bweet, and W. R. Evans.
The pronuneciation of about 2,400 German words,
indicated by means of the sound-notation used in
the present little volume, will be found in a pam-
phlet which I am preparing for the press: — Die
Aussprache der in dem ‘ Wirterverzeschmis fiir die
deutsche Rechischreibung zum Gebrauch in den
preufsischen Schulen' enthaltenen Wirter (same
publishers).

The German spelling adopted here is that
given in the official Rules and Word-list for
Prussian schools.

I have to thank Mr. W. BR. Evans, of Lon-
don, and Herr F. Franke, of Soran, for the kind
and valuable assistance they have rendered me in
the revision of the proof-sheets.

W. VIETOR.
Marsvra 4/L., October 1884.
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