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GENERAL DIRECTIONS.

In this course of Christian instruetion, there are
eight text-bocks, bearing the following titlea : — Ear-
ly Religious Lessona; Palestine and the Hebrew
People ; Lessons on the Old Testament; Life of
Christ ; Books and Characters of the New Testa-
ment ; Religious Duties and Christian Morals ; Doe-
trines of Scripture ; Beenes from Christinn History.

The first of these is designed to be used — though
not to the entire exclusion of other text-books for
that period — by all pupils under ten years of age.
As children enter the Bundey School at different
sges, it seems necessary to leave them, up to a cer-
" tain period, without & very rigidly determined order
of instruction, and more than afterwards under the
direction of the individual preferences snd judg-
ments of their teachers, in regard to their methods
of study. The first manual, consisting of selected
passages of Scripture and simple illustrative verses,
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is offered to these teachers as an aid to their work.
The object here is not so much connection between
the parts, as to fasten in the child’s mind certain
sacred words and truths, fraught with hallowed asso-
ciations, which may prove a treasury of comfort and
suggeat themes of devout meditation through the
whole of life. Each erercise 45 lo be thoroughly
Jized in the pupil's memory. It may then be ex-
plained and illustrated, secording to the teacher's
pleasure or opportunity.

At the beginning of each school year, all the pu-
pils within the school, that have arrived at the age of
ten within the year preceding, are to be arranged
in classes of convenient size, and to be occupied
one school year — not more nor less — with Manual
No. 2, — ** Palestine and the Hebrew People.”

All pupils that have become seleven years old
within the year preceding, are to study Tor one year
Menual No. 3. No, 4 is for scholars betweea the
ages of twelve and thireen. No. 5 is for those
between thirteen and fourteen. No. 6 is for those
between fourteen and fifteen. No. 7 is for those
between fifteen and sixteen. No. 8 is for those be-
tween sixieen and seventeen,

The order of succession in the subjects of study
will be observed, and the obvious reasons that pre-
_ scribe it. The success of the plan, in any given
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school, will probably depend much on a strict adher-
ence to this system.

Most of the texi-books contain only about thirty
lessons sach. Room is thus provided for the vaca-
tion that is introduced into some Sunday Schools,
for unavoidable interruptions within the year, and
for a review of the book.

The lessons are of such length that they may be
fully recited in about half an hour ; and, to do them
jostice, not less then that amount of time should be
left free from all other occupation in every Sunday
School exercise.

The design is that each subject, in the order, shall
be thus thoroughly mastered and understood by the
class; that, at the close of the year, they may be as
well fitted for examination in it, as the classes of our
common schools are in their soveral branches of
study. It is earnestly recommended to pareats,
teachers, and pastors, that they require of the young
committed to their charge, and pursuing this course,
so much time and application a8 will accomplish
this end. The result, to say nothing of spiritual
impressions, would be the possession of a body of
Christian information of the utmost value, and such
as no youth can remain ignorant of, in a commu-
nity like ours, without cause for deep reproach.

The names of the writers, arranged alphabetical-



ly, and not according 1o the order of the books in
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the course, are as follows: —
Rev. Gzo. W, Brisas,

113
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3. G. BrrrincH,
Ruros Fnuas,
Epwazp E. Havz,
F. . HuwtingTON,
Jorn H. Mozrson,
Eraaiin Peanopr.

e —




INTRODUCTION.

In preparing this catechism, the single chjset kept in view
bas boen; to make the popils who may nee it acquainted, sa
far as may be, with the prominent facts recorded in tha Old
Testament There are many qusstlons relating to the suthor-
ity and sathorahip, the inspiration aed interprewtion of its dif-
farent books, of grest importance in themselves, and of great in-
tareat 40 thoss more sdvnnced io Iifs. A discussion of them,
however, would he altogether ont of place in & entechism for
the young, and they have therefors been avoided. Indeed, the
first siep towarda the understanding of these guestions is =
knowlsdge of what the books actanlly contain, And to gain
this knowledge 1s the first business of & class In the Sundsy
Bchool.

There are ssveral difficalties to be overcome in proparing &
satisfaciory catechism on the (ld Testament. One arises from
the extent of the ground over which the scholar is expectad to
g0, in & limited time. Anothar arises from the different degreas
of capacity and intaliligence among the scholars. To mest thess
difficnlties, as far as may be; a brisf answer to the qosstions is
given in the eatechism itself ‘This may generally be thoaght
to be suffictent; bot in case the book ahould be nsed by oider
scholars, refersnces have been made to thoss passages of

i where a fuller anawer may be found. 'When & clas
is compossd of scholars suficiently advanced to ndopt the las-
ter conrse, many guestions will ocear to the teacher, besides



