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To HARRY DANIELS, Esq,

4, ESEEY CDUET,
TEMPLE.

Dean Frmmwp,

1 DEDICATE TO YOU TUHE FIRST-BORN
OF MY BRAINA. RECEIVE THIS TRIFLING MARE OF
EETEEM IN THE EPIRIT IN WHICH IT IR MADE, AND
ACCEPT THE WILLING HOMAGE THAT 1 RENDEE TO
—OH, MOST RARE POSSESSION —A GOOD AND TELE
HEART.

MAXWELI PHILIP.






PREFACE.

This work hes been written at a moment
when the feelings of the Author are roused up
to a high pitch of indignant excitement, by a
statement of the cruel manner in which the
slave-halders of America deal with their slave-
children, Not being able t¢ imagine that even
that dissolver of natural bonds—slavery—can
shade over the heidonsness of begetting children
for the purpose of turning them out into the
fields to labour et the lash’s sting, he has ven-
tared to sketeh ount the line .-:]f' conduet, which
a high-spirited and sensitive person would pro- ~
bably follow, if he found himself picking eotton
under the spurring encouragement of “Jimboes™
or “Quimboes” on his own father's plautation.



vi PREFACE.

The machinery, or ground-work of the story is
based on truth—the known history of the Bou-
caneers. It is scavcely necessary to tell the
reader that the other parts are fiction.

The scenes are laid pringipally in the Island
of Trinidad. This is done entirely from natoral
predilection, for Trinidad is the Anthor's native
isle, whose green woods, smﬂ.mg sky, beautiful
flowers, and romaniic gulf, together with a
thousand sweet and melting associations, eternally
play on his willing memory, and make him cherish
ever the fond hope, that when the spark of Life
shall have been extingunished, his bones may be
deposited on the rising ground that looks over
the sea, and that alteady contains the being who,
in death, as well as she was in life, waa the
object of his deep love and high veneration.

4, Exm Cougt,
TemeLE,

February, 1864,
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CHAPTER .T.

“Plots have I laid; inductions dangerous,"' —
Riomasn ITT,

BETWEEN the north-west coast of Venemsela and the
island of Trinidad there lies an extensive expanse of
water, known as the Gulf of Paria:—a name which it
has derived from the neighbouring Spanish coast.

Ay firet eight this gulf presents to the eye the appear-
anoe of & vast lake, On the north, east, and south, it
is-bordered by the dark mountaing of Trinidad : while,
on the opposite side the cloud-capt Andes, which ter-
minate in that direction, rear their towering heads, and
present a lofty western boundary,

The gulf, thus narrowly surrounded on all sides, com-
municates with the great Atlantic ocean only by two
narrow outlete, which are situated at its northern and
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