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PALI TEXT SOCIETY.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT.

Prorzeson FAUSBOLL. Dz, MORRIS,

Provzsson OLDENBERSG. M. EMILE SENART, de I' Institut.
Hangging Chairman—T. W, BHYS DAVIDB, 3, Prick Court, Temple, B.C.
Him. Boc. § Treas, for Ameriea=Prof. Lauman, Harvard College, Cambridge, Mass.
Hion. Ssc. ¢ Trave. for Ceylen—B. B, Gooneratne, Eoy., Atapatin Modoliyer, Galie.

(With power to add workers {0 their nomber.)

Thiz Bociety has been started in order to render accessible
to stndents the rich stores of the earlisst Buddhist literature
now lying unedited and practically unused in the variona
MSS. seattered throughout the University and other Public
Libraries of Europe.

The historical importance of these Texts can acarcely be
exaggerated, either In respect of their value for the history
of folk-lore, or of religion, or of langnage. It is already
certain that they wera all put into their present form within
8 very limited period, probably extending to lesa than a
century and s half (sbout B.c. 400-250). For that period
they have preserved for us a record, quite uncontaminated
by filtration through any Earopean mind, of the every-day
beliefs and customs of & people nearly related to ocurselves,
just as they were paesing throngh the firet stages of civiliza-
tion. They are our best authorities for the early history of
that interesting system of religion so neorly allied to some
of the latest speculations among ourselves, and which has
influenced so powerfully, and for so long a time, so great
& portion of the humen race—tle system of religion which
we now call Buddhism. The sacred books of the early
Buddhista have preserved to ns the sole record of the only
religions movemant in the world’s history which bears any
close resemblance to early Christienity. In the history
of epeech they contain unimpeachable evidence of & stage
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edition - of thé-text of ‘the ‘Sutta Nipita, consisting of 230
pages more. I should much like to be sble to issue 800,
or even 1000 pages every yoar. .Aa the Bociety pays nothing
at all for management, this might, I think, be socomplizhed
if we could obtain 200 subseribers in Europe and America,
An incidental advantage of this would be that we could issue
whole works, instesd of parts of works, each year

Then, secondly, we cannot conceal from ourselves the facts
that some of our subscribers may fall off in yesrs to come.
We have alveady lost by death two good friends in Dr. Mair
of Edinburgh, and Dr. Burnell of the Madras Civil SBervice ;
and & comparison of this year's list with that of 1882 will
ahow other defections from vericus other causes, I do hﬂpe,
therefore, that oor members will not neglect to push the
claims of our Socisty among their friends whenever they see
& chance of doing so.

Our issues this yeat are:

. The Abhidbammattha-saiipaba.

. The Tela-katiha-githé.

. The Dithé-vamen.

. The Paiice-gati-dipana.

. The Baghtha-vagge of the Samyutta.
. The Sutta-niphta.

Besides & very interesting and valuable paper of miscellaneous
Notes and Querics by Dr. Morris. This, it will be seen, is a
more important list theu we have hitherto been sble to show
for any oue year.

Aa repards the first of these, Professor Childers, who
would have welcomed our Sociely so warmly had he lived,
was engaged when he possed away in preparing an edition
of the Abhidhemmattha-sangaha, and had ttanscribed the
first four chapters. Professor Fausbéll, into whose handa the
MS. had come, was kind Bﬁl}ugh to allow me the use of it,
During the year, Mr, 8. P. Da Bilva Goonesekars, Muhandi-
ram of the Distriet Court at Matara in Ueylon, sent to me
2 transliterated copy of the whols text as found in the
Mitara MBS, I was very glad to get this manascript; for,
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