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ADVERTISEMENT.

————

Tas Author conceiving that any allusion to the
botanic distinctions of plants would be incon-
sistent with the simplicity intended to be pre-
served in the following Fables, has waved the
attempt, and has hazarded in personifying them,
to give to each individual the sex she thooght
best adapted to the moral the fable is meant to
convey.

The few Notes she wrote for her children,
(to whom the poems are inseribed) and which
may be of use to young readers, will be found
at the end of the bock.
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INTRODUCTION.

Oft, to beguile the suliry hours,

In thought I've animated flowers,
Enlivening every walk,

And though no botanist professed,

Their reasoning powershave shrewdly pocssed,
And looged to hear them talk.

It chanced one lovely day in June,
Just at the madding time of moon,
I epoke thiz wish aloud ;
When from a Pauey, with surprise,
I saw a gradual mist arise,
And form a silvery clond.

Forth from the glittering veil, behold,
In insect trappings, green and gold,
A fairy figure sprang,
Her wand a cowslip's stamen scemed,
And on ber head like diamonds beamed
A casque with dew-drops hung.
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Her silken pinions as she flew,

Seemed by their size and purple hue,
Spoils of the flower she left;

She soared aloft, and touched mine ear,

While 1 half-pleased, half-dead with fear,

Then first a small melodions tone,

Before to mortal wight unknown,
Struck my enraptured sense;

“ Flora,' it murmured, © grants thy prayer,

Long have her treasures been thy care,
Receive thy recompense.’

This said, she vanished from my sight,
And since, with ever new delight,

I tend my fragrant hoards;
No solimde exists for me,

Since every flower, and shrub, and tree, -

Society affords.

N S,



