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MAINTENANCE OF MINISTERS.

The subject which has been selected for the historical
portion of the Report of the Council is the use of the
voluntary system in the mnintenince of ministers in the
colonies of Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay during the
earlier years of their existence.

Both Pilgrima and Puritans supported their ministers by
voluntary contributions for several years after coming to
America, They did this, oo, largely from principle and
not merely because it was convenient to do so. No histo-
rian has brought together the statements of early writers
and the facts in the history of the two colonies which afford
the proof of these two propositions.

In Boston the plan of maintaining ministers by voluntary
payments was never given up, and has heen in use during
the entire period covered by its history.' In most other

14 The right to levy taxes for the support of the minlstry which prevafiled in
country parisles until quite o recent date was never exercised in the town of
Boston,"—History of the First Chuveb In Boaton, by Arthur B, Ellis, p. T, note.

“ Thesa eorty Inws wers mado when Kiog's Cbupsl slone represented the
Chiireh of England in the provinee; and as that was in Boston where from the
beginaing the ministars were muintained by o soluntary comtribution, no
injustice was done to ity members by Taxation.—Annala of Hing's Chapel, by
H. W Foote, vol. I., p. 440. See, aleo, Hutchlnson's History of Massachosetis
(1625 to 1750}, third edition, 178, v. L, p. 376, snd Winthrop's History of New
Englund, naw edition, vol. L, p. 141,

For sceounts of methods in use fn Boston in early times for ralsing money
nesded o paying the snlaries of ministers, seo Lechtords Flulne Desliog, p, 18
{Ed. in collections of Mass'tts Hist. Soc., 8d ser,, vol. 8, p. 77, Trumbulls ed.,
P. 48); Winthrop's Hist. of Kew England, vol. T, pp. 144 2nd 862; An Historis
cal Bketeh of the First Chureh in Boston, by Rev. William Emerson, pp. 160-1;
History of Second Church, by C. Robbins, p. 11 (note), Compars, also, Tho
Way of the Churokes of Christ in New England, by J. Cotton, London, 1645, p.
09 Josselyn's Account of Two Voyages to New England, in Colls. of Mass"tx
Hist, Soc., 8d ser., vol. 3, p. 831, and Lelters from New England, by John
Dunton, Ed. of the Prince Society, p. . Rev, Dr. B, K, Hule Waa reported (o
tha Boston Deily Advertiser of Pebruary 18, 1554, aa haviog suld 1o & lectarn
given at about that date (while apeaking of the custom onee in vorue (n Boston,
of using a portion of the money collected of church on Suwdpy in remdering
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portions of the colony of Massachusetts Bay the system of
supporting the clergy in this way was discontinued in a
few years.. Ata somewbat later period it was also given
up in the Plymouth Colony. Some of the residents in both
colonies refused to aid, of their own accord, in paying the
salaries of ministers. After » while the majority of the
inhabitants, both o Massachusetts Bay and in Plymouth,
concluded to makae it obligatory upon all to do so.

Both colonies from the beginning enforced attendance at
meeting as persistently ae the people of Massachusetts
to-day adhere to the policy of compelling children to go to
school. Public religious instrnction was regarded as neces-
sary to the well being of the community. Tt was thought,
too, that as everybody had the benefit of the teachings of
ministers, everybody should help support them, notwith-
standing some persons might not consider their instructions
beneficial or might osbject to help pay their salaries on the

compensation to minlsters], that his own grandfather, & mioleter in Boston,
recalved paymenta from thie soures and bad money * paid to him every Sup-
da:y, in the proper proportion, from the contents of the contribution box of that
day, #o that it caiie to him fo the very sixpemces, shillings and pistareens which
the parishioners had put jnto the box.”  The minlster referred 1o by Dr. Hale,
writes that geotleman, is Bev, Oliver Everett, pastor of the New South Church.
Mr, Everett became the settled minister of that shoreh in 1782,

An act of the Provines of Massaehoeetts Bay paased at the seseion of tho
General Court begun ond held Oct. 13, 1082, provides that every minister,
being a parson of good conversation, able, lenrmed and orthodoex, that shall be
chosen by the major partof the inhabitanta in sn¥ town, al a town mesting
duly werned for that purpose (notice thereo! belng given to the inhabitants
fiftoen days before the thme for such meeting), shall be the minlster of such
town; and the whole town aball be obliged to pay towards his settlement and
malntenance, ench man his severul proportion thereod.” Bonton woas not
excepted from the operation of this law, TBut beeides the faet that that town
had more than ong chorch it had supported its ministers by volustary contri-
butions, heretofore, At the session begun Feb, #, 1602-3, * opon further con-
ideration of the gaid section or parugraph o said set, ond the improcticable-
wess of the method thersin proposed for the cholee of a minister in divers
towns wherein there are more churches than one, snd {econvenlences attending
the zame nob so well before peen, it was amended and 1n lts modified form
arrangements were made for the cheies of minigters by the chorehes with the
concurrence of the major part of the congregation entitied to vote in town
atfuirs and for their settlzment and maintenanes by tuxation, and thiz provision
wae added to the law, naoely, that nothing therein * contaived {s intended or
#hall bo conatrued to axtend to sbridge the Inhabitants of Boaton of thelr sc-
custimed way and practics as to the chofee and maintenanss of thelr minksters.”
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ground that they did not care for their services. The fol-
lowing passage from Hutchinson’s History reproduces the
sentiments of most of the residents of both eolonies afler
. the earlier method of ministerial support had been set aside
in favor of taxation. Writing towards the close of the
seventeenth century “‘the late Governor of Plymounth, Mr,
Hinkley, complnined of this, as one great grievance, that
not being allowed to make rates for the support of the min-
istry the people would sink into barbarizm,”?

In the yeur 1618, while James the First was King of
Great Britain, the learned John Selden (who during the
reign of James’s successor, Charles the First, was com-
mitted to the tower to punish him for the part which he
took in supporting the remonstrunce of the commons against
the levying of duties known as **tonnage and poundage”),
was summoned before the High Commission Court to
answer charges preferred ageinst him for publishing his
History of Tithes. He was nccused of denying in that
work that tithes are founded in divine right, and although
he did not muke such a depial in direct terms, it seems
probable that he arranged the materials of his history so as
to lead te a eimilar conclusion. He did not deny, how-
ever, the legnl right of ministers to enjoy tithes. Still he
was condemned, his book was suppressed, and he made to
apologize for having publishad the sentiments contained in it.

Four centaries before the time of Selden, in the beginning
of the thirteenth century, Francis of Assisi organized the
order of frinrs which received his name. The members of
this order were not only forbidden to hold property as
individuals, the rule with monks in the Catholic church,
but also as members of a religious corporution.

Johm Wyclif, who died just two hundred years hefore
Selden was born, muintained strenuously that the condition
of priests should be that of poverty (withont mendicancy,
however), and vigorously opposed ecclesinstical endow-

! Higtory of Massaclmactts, 34 od., vol. L, p. 819, nete,
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ments by individualz and subsidies to the church from the
state. Wyolif was also ready to adept to s certain extent
the voluntary principle in regard to the payment of tithes.
He would not relieve the people from the support of the
ministry. He would have them urged te pay tithes, even
excommunicated if they persistently refused to pay them.'
But he would have tithes used very largely for relieving
the distresses of the poor, and allow out of them only a
meagre support to priests and have the parishioners with-
hold even this small compensation after having decided in
an orderly manner that the priests are unfuithful in respect -
to the discharge of their duties,* ¢ Think ye wisely,” says
the great reformer, ¢¢ ye men that find” (maintain) ¢ priests,
that j.fﬂ do this alms for God's love, and help of your souls,
and belp of Christian men and not for pride of the world to
have them occupied in worldly office and vanity.”*

Tke work from which this extiact is taken **exhorts the
laity to support worthy priests, and such only ; admonish-
ing them, that if they furnish the means of subsistence to
men of an opposite character, they will be found partakers
in all the sin, mischief, and punishment attondant on the
course of unfaithful stewurds.”?

From & passage in The Great Sentence of the Curse
Expounded it would seem, indeed, that Wyelif sometimes,
at least, felt that it weuld be best that tithes should be
given up altogether rather than that those ahusey of their
products which he snw around him should be tolerated:
e If,” writes he, “ tithes were due by God’s commandment,
then everywhere in Christendom wounld be one mode of

1 Always, however, ¥ on the gonditlon that the discipline {3 oxercised for the
good of the sinner and not for the groed of the priest,” writes F. D, Matthew
in his intreduction to the English workes of Wryelif, hitherto unprinted, pab-
lished by the Early English Text Society, p, XXXVIIL or p. KXXTX. '

Zibid.; p. XXX VIIL. or p. XEXIX.

#De Stipendils Ministrorum, Tracts aed Treatiees of John Do Wyeliffe,
0., Edived for the Wyellffe Soelety by Robert Vaughao, DD, p. 45,

1 Annlysis of Wycliffea Da Stipendila Ministrotum in Tracts aud Trentises,
ete., juat referred to, p. 45,
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tithing, but it is not s0. Would God that all wise and true
men would inquire whether it were not better for to find
good priests by free alms of the people, and in a reasonable
and poor livelihood, to teach the gospel in word and deed
as did Christ and his apostles, than thus to pay tithes toa
worldly priest, ignorant and negligent, #s men are now
constrained to do by bulls and new ordinances of priests.”!

Honorable Arthur Elliot states in hie vecent volume
entitled ¢ The State and the Church,” that the provision by
tithes for the support of religion is of ne very early institu-
tion in Christian countries and that it does not appear to
have heen known hefore the end of the fonrth centriry.®

He differs from Dr. Morgan Cove, Prebendary of Here-
ford, who suggests in his Essay on the Revenues of the
Church of England, written in 1816, that the institution of
tithes must have been contasined ¢“in some nnrecorded
revelation made to Adam and by him and his descendants
delivered down to posterity.”?

The plan of supporting minieters by giving them the
right to take tithes, after & time became general throughout
Christendom.*

The payment of tithes was ordered in England « by
ecclesiastical councils at the end of the eighth century ; and
on the Continent of Hurope at abont the same time, was
prescribed by an ordinance of Charlemagne.™®

Tithes have never boen abolished in England, but by the
Tithe Commutation Act passed in 1836, they were generally
changed into semi-annual money payments,

During the few years which preceded the appearance of
Selden’s great work considershle interest seems to have
been manifested in England in discussing the grounds on
which the institntion of tithes reats, and in that period
several treatises were put forth to prove that it is founded
in divine right. Jeremiash Stephens, in & preface to the

! Analysis of Wrcliffe's De Btipendila Ministrorum, Chapter XVIL  Quoted
in Traets and Treatisea, ete,, p. 40
i Page 85, 1 Ellot, p. 8, ¥ Page a0, © Puge 88,



