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INTRODUCTORY.

HE impression prevails to some extent that he who
teaches that Christ is soon coming is acting the réle of
en alarmist. If so, it is certain that the great Teacher

has placed himself at the head of the class, No one has
spoken more positively upon this point than ke has done. .
He said, ‘“In my Father’s house sre many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told yon. I go to prepare a
place for yor. Andif I gna}nd prepare & place for you, 1
will come again, and receive yon unto myself; that where
I am, there ye may be also.” John 14:2, 8. Thers is
nothing ambigunous about that langnags. A child can un-
derstand it. It means that Jesus will come again. In the
remarkable chapter that is here reviewed, the Savioar takes
up the subject epecifically, and not only affirms the fact of
his coming, but foretells in explicit langusge the events
-which he would bave ns recognize a8 signs of the near
approach of his eoming and the end of the world

But the message of Ohrist’s second coming is not sensa-
tional in its essential character. It is & solemn, practical
truth. It is full of warning and sdmonition to sinners and
worldly professors, and full of comfort to the faithful fol-
lowers of Chriet. It is spoken of in the Beriptures as a fact,
established wpon the word which never fails. When speak-
ing of his sacond advent, the Baviour gaid : ** Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away.”
Matt. 24:35, To dishelieve in his coming wonld be to
doubt one of the twe great features of the gospel plam.
. What the harvest is to seed-time, Ohrist’s second advent
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" Wil b to’ his* firat. * To donbt that he ever came to earth
would be to eubvert the gospel. Te disbelieve his second
coming would nullify in the mind his first coming, and
rob the sacrifice of its glorions reward.

The apostle Paul epeaks of the second advent as ** that

blessed hope” Titms 2:13. Jesns pays, ‘*And when
these things [the signs of his coming] bezin to come to
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for yoor re-
- demption draweth nigh.” The prophet Tsaiah amnticipates
'the feelings of God's people who will witness the event
and expresses them in the following manner: * And it
ghall be eaid in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord;
we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in
his salvation.” Tea. 25:9.

At his coming, the dead in Christ will be raised to ever-
lasting life. The righteous living will ba changed to im-
mortality. The hand of our Baviour will wipe away all
tears j *“ There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the for-
mer things are passed away.”

Before visiting with judgments, God always sends warn-
inge sufficient to enable the believing to escape his wrath,
and to condemn those who have not heeded the warning.
This was the case before the flood The wickedness of the
world had become very great. Every imagination of the
thoughts of the hearts of men was only evil. It would seem
that they had forfeited all claims for consideration. Vie-
lence and corruption filled the earth, and the only way to
eradicate evil was to destroy it with ite workers, But betore
doing o, the world must be warned of the impending doom ;
end there was found one man who would engage in the
work. Noah had faith in God, and preached for one hon-



INTEODUCTORY. 7

dred and twenty years the message of warning and salvation,
His work also testified with his words.
"By faith Noah, being warned of God of thiogs not seen us yet,

moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his bouse: by the
which he condemned the world.” Heb, 11:7.

At a later perfod, when the nations had again become
sunken in idolatry and crime, and the destruction of wicked
Bodom and Gomorrah was determined, the Lord eaid,—

“@hall I hide from Abrahem that thing which I do; seeing that
Abrabam shall eurely become a grest and mighty nation, and sl the
pationa of the earth shall be blessed in Lim 1™ Gen. 18:17, 18

And due notice was given to righteous Lot, who, with
his daughters, was preserved ; and none, even in that guilty
city, perished without duoe waming. Lot evidently warned
the people ; and in thoa ecommuning with them, was *“ vezed
with the filthy conversation of the wicked.” 2 Peter 2:
7, 8. Hin righteous life had been a rebuke to them ; and
-we have every reason to believe that the holy example of
Abrgham in his worship of the true God was known to
them, He had at cne time been their savicur, and resconed
" their captives and epoil from the victorious enemy who was
carrying them away. But when Lot warned his friends of
the approaching doom, *‘he seemed as one that mocked.”
Gen. 19: 14. They, like the antediluvians, persisted in sin,
and drank of the wrath of God.

At a mubsequent time the sing of Nineveh rose to
heaven, and Jonah was sent to bear to that proud capital the
ptartling message, ** Yot forty days and Nineveh shall be
destroyed.” The consciences of those sinpers told them the
message was trune; and from the least of them to the
greatest they humbled themeelves, and the overhanging
judgment was averted,






