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PREFACE

This little book came into existence as if it
were by chance, The author had devoted him-
self for a long time to the study of Beethoven
and carefully scrutinized all manner of books,
‘publications, manuseripts, etc., in order to de-
rive the greatest possible information about the
hero. He can say confidently that he coaned
every existing publication of value. Hin notes
made during his readings grew veluminous, and
also his amazement at the wealth of Beethoven's
ohservations comparatively voknown to his ad-
mirers because hidden away, like concealed vio-
Iets, in books which have been long out of print
and for whose reproduction there i no urgent
call. ‘These ohservations are of the vtmost im-
portance for the understanding of Beethoven
in whom man and artist are inseparably united.
Within the pages of this little book are in-
cluded all of them which seemed to possess value,
either as expressions of universal truths or as
evidence of the character of Beethoven or his
compositions. '

Beethoven is brought more directly, before our
knowledge by these his own words than by the
diffuse books which have been written about him.
For this reason the compiler has added enly the
necessary explanatory notes, and (on the ad-
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8 Preface

vice of professional friends) the remarks intro-
ductory to the various subdivisions of the book.
He dispensed with a biographical introduction;
there are plenty of suceinet biographies, which
set forth the circumstances of the master's hife
casily to be had. Those who wish to penetrate
farther into the subject would do well to read
the great work by Thayer, the foundation of
all Beethaven bhiography (in the new revision
now making by Deiters), or the critical hiog-
raphy by Marx, as revised by Behncke, In sift-
ing the material it was found that it fell natu-
rally into thirteen subdivisions. In arranging
the suceession of utterances care was had to
group related subjects. By this means unneces-
sary interruptions in the train of thought were
avoided and interesting somparizons made pos-
sible, To this end it was important that time,
place and circumstances of every word should
be conscientiously set down.

Concerning ti.c selection of material let it be
said that in all cases of doubt the authenticity
of every utterance was proved; Beethoven is
easily recognizable in the form and contents of
his sayings. Attention must he directed to two
matters in particular: after considerable reflec-
tion the compiler deeided to include in the col-
lection a few quotations which Beethoven copied
from books which he resd. From the faet that
he took the trouble to write them down, we may
assume that they had a fascination for him, and
were greeted with lively emotion as being admi-



