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THE PAYING GUEST

CHAPTER L

It was Mumford who saw the ad-
vertisement, and made the sngpes-
tion, His wife gave him a startled
ook,

YBut—youdon't mean that it's nec.
essary ?  Have we been extra—"

“No, no! Nothing of the kind,
It just occurred to me that some
such arrangement might be pleasant
for you. You must feel lonely, now
and then, darling, during the day.
And as we have plenty of room——"

Emmeiine took the matter serious-
iv, but, being a yvoung woman of
some discretion, did not woice all
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THE PAYING GUEST

her thoughts. The rent was heavy;
g0 was the cost of Clarence's season
ticket. Against this they had set
the advantage of the fine air of Sut-
ton, so good for the child and for
the mother, botlh vastly better in
health since they quitted London.
Moreover, the remoteness of their
friends favoured economy; they could
easily decline invitations, and need
not often issue them. They hada
valid excuse for aveiding public en-
tertainments-—an expense %o often
imposed by mere fashion. The
house was roomy, the garden delight-
ful. Clarence, good fellow, might
be sincere in his wish for her to have
companionship; at the same time,
this advertisement had probably
appealed to him in another way.

“A youwne Lapvy desires to find a
home with respectable, well-con-
nected family, in a suburb of Lon-
don, or not more than 15 miles from
Charing X. Can give excellent ref-
erences.  Terms not so much a con-
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sideration as comfort and pleasant
society. No boarding house.  Ad-
dress, Louise, Messrs, Higgins & Co.,
Fenchurch St., E. C.7

She read 1t again and again.

“It wouldn't be nice if people said
that we were taking lodgers, '

“No fear of that. This is evi-
dently some well-to-do person. It's
d "i."E]':r' CONTITIET EITI'EIHEEH'.IEUE oy 8-
days, vou know; they are called
‘paving  guests.' Of course |
shouldn’t dream of having any one
you didn't thoroughly itke the look
of."

“Do yvou think, '’ asked Emmeline,
doubtfully, “that we should quite da/
‘Well-connected family——'""

“My dear girl! Surely we have
nothing to he ashamed of. "'

“0Of course not, Clarence. But—
and pleasant socicty? What of that?"'

*Your society 18 pleazsant enough,
1 hope,"" answered Mumford, grace-
fully. ""And the Fentimans 5

This was the only family with
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whom they were intimate at Sutton;
a trifle sober, perhaps, and not in
conspicuously fourishing circum-
stances; but perfectly presentable.

“T'i afraid,” murmured Emme-
line, and stopped short. ‘““As you
say,"' she added presently, ‘‘this is
some one very well off. ‘Terms not
so much a consideration——"""

“Well, I tell vou what. There
can be no harm in dropping a note.
The kind of note that commits one
to nothing, you know. Shall | write
it?  Or would you?"

They concocted it together, and
the rough draught was copied by
Emmeline. She wrote a very pretty
hand, and had no difficulty whatever
about punctuation. A careful letter,
calculated for the eve of refinement;
it supplied only the indispensable
details of the writer's position, and
left terms for future adjustment.

“It's so easy to explain to peaple, '’
said Mumford, with an air of satis-
faction, when he came back from the
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