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PREFACE

THE FIRST EDITION.

Tue following pages are presented o the public in
the ]mpe that 15'1:,:( may not be .11‘uget11e1‘ unprodoctive
of good, The ides of the propriety of such a publica-
tion was first suggested to the writer in comsoquenes
ol w conversation with a person who disbelicved the
trith of Chnstianity, bal whose miod seemed to be
considerably aficeted even by a slight allusion ta the
armument {toin 'rophecy.  Hoviag gileavourel
vain wp obdnin, far s iu:rll:—m], iy comeise Loeatise o
the: Vrapheries, considernxd excluzively as a matter of
pviesci,—td lowving filed 1 osoliciling others to
underialie thd Yook, wio wors far better qualified for
the excintion' ol it,—the weites swas induced o make
the atremy, and te spdeaveur to hring the subject inio
view, 1= was '_:r'*'-r-l{l sl £ LI TR -:1 tir e proscen-
tion of & Ly ]lu-e wortt |'|.r .,*.IIIT learned @ iend, the Rew.
AMlr b l'|.'|.'lr--r, ol {.-,.l"l" ey wlimi, and too another
pstecmet! I'|LL||L|' The fiev. D, Miehell, of Iiemnay,
by whose able eritical remarks he has profited mucl,
he owes, at least, this acknowledgment ef lus obli-
gations.

Unbelievers are often most unressouably averss to
listen to any arguments, which estaldish the trath of
Chirizti 111:..1.1 thit may be Grael by a e iug} man ; and
it was therefore intended 1o Lave ||uh11-:]mrl this sketeh
anonymonsly, The advice of the Publishers, and of
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others, prevented this. Testimony the most unexeop-
tionable has, however, been adifneal to substantiate
the faete which verify tho differem Prophecies ; and
that testimony ecannot be invalidated, by whomsoever
it may be produced.

In the followimg Essay the argument 3 brought
within aarcow limits.  "These I'tophecics are not in-
cluded which weve faliiled previously to the era of
the last of the Prophets, or of wlieh the meaning is
ochacure, or the application danbefpl. Awxd the only
question to be resolved ix, Whether there be ooy
clear predictions literally accowmplished, which, from
their nature and their pumber, demonstrate that the
Seriptures are the diclates of mspiration, or that the
gpirit of Prophecy 1s the testimony of Jesus.
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THE SECOND EDITION.

1w the presenl oditton the &iele Das been partly
sltered, 1n order to convey a more distinel ides ol che
object of the trestize ) mul the 4l chapter; in par-
teuiar, has heen enlarged moch bevond the original
views of the author.  Ble has sed nmly enifeavoured
to obtatn & more ecmplote aveoins ol the exisling state
of Judea and of the serromding coantvics from e
pulifisbud works of travellers of unnthoricy; but Le has
derived meeiy bopornant v:lermatios T the #recels
in Epypl, Soria, I..j"{--.. by L Honoealle Chorles Log.
e rfj’-.r_,-' sad Fiues Munerdew, By, FLR8., Cam-
manders dn the Koyal Nevy, which were printed for
private distribubion, with a. copy of which, wih full
pormission Lo inake use OF s contents, they kindly
lurnishedd L, Chencral Siraelon alse Gvoured him
with the peresad amd use of his vidoable LILEILEHe 3
Travels, o which, in sevess] mstanees:, relocenen =
made. A briel deseriptiion of the Joveney of Captains
Irby and Bangles, v company with Mr. Dankes and
Mr. Legh, is published in £, Macmizhee®s Journey
to Canstantinople.

The reseavehes of tavellers ia Palesting lave been
so abumdant, and the prophectes thereby veufied are
50 numerous and distinet, thas no labour is requisite
for elucidaling their truth but to exumineg aud Cinnpare
the predictions and the events: und the diteral o
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phecies neod po other inferpretation than the literal
faels.

Thovgh well aware that any one who secks 1o illus-
trate the erternad ovidence of the tath of Chostanity
may be said 10 stand only at the omer porel of the
temple of Christian Faith, vet the writer of rhese pages
humbly hopes that he way e penmitied 10 peint w a
way, withoul a = ntnlding-Ylock. by which some who
mav be merely the proselytes of ‘thin gatn, wr pthers
whao woubd petss wlbzetier by oy be l-".‘;].[.-lh;ﬂl.] fer eniler
into that edifice of Divine architeemve, fitly framed
together, wiieh is lled with all the viches of merey,
with all the besuties of huimess, aml with all the lighs
of truth.
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Ta
THE FIFTH EDITION,

P'sornpecy has been nighblly celled a * growing evi-
denee O late years that evidewse hasg mrewdy acey-
mudated,  And afier the suceessive additions which
lave becu made e this trestise, no ome e be moce
consciouz thin the anther how very for i ve: comes
short of fully exhibiting the evidence o8 prophecy.

It == oot in Lioes ke the prescat i, on o anch s
subject, tne precept of Horace—aonewm premadr fn
anan—-tun be regarded.  Had ic been comyplied with
in the present instunce, the followng [Zssay would not
vt have Lhes belore the jmldic.—Ilhn the desire of
any erodily, as an anthor, I‘F[{"i(]l_!':] L the Dhetter hope, as
i Christiar, thal the teeatise, o lowever unperleel a
forny, meghe » wot be aliogeher copeaductive ol good,”
—andl that hope has no: been vam.

Yor faciiatmng and promating the means of ils nze-
fulsess to a degree whiclh he ventured hot even to
hope, his grateful ackuowledgments are due to the
Right Hon, Lord Bexley ; aml never was a debt more
freely paid than he tendees ens, “P'o the publie notice
which he tock of the volume, his lordship aflerward
wdded a bively interest i the publication of an abridg-
ment of i, the conelwling chupler of whicli, on the
Soven Churches of Asin, way written g'ntirei.}-' at s
suggesiion. And, at his expenze, the Abridgment lus
been stereotyped, amd published in English and in

Ad
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French, by the Religious Tract Society ; and is now
also in the course of publication, in the swine manner,
in German.—While it was in preparation, a trect on
the prophecies concerning Amumon, Mouh, and Philistia
was drawn wp by one of the seceetaries of the Heli-
gious Tract Society, of which about twenty thousand
eopies have alreuly been sold

The additional matter in the present volume refers
chiclly to Judena and Dabyionia.



