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SERMON,
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WiatevER men may severadly antieipate concern-
ing the linal jssue of the many wuxions disenssions
which at preseut oeeupy the Catholic Chucelr in
Fngland, all, I suppose, must feel that for the
time they oecasion o preat perplexity and doulit-
fulness of mind.  We are beset on every side (the
clergy more especially) with conflieting diflienltics,
ad temptations to unworthy compromise.  That
nmn mnst be either very condideut in the aceuraey
of his own views, or very highly favoured in re-
spect of elearness of fudament, o very suceessiul
i keeping himsell” ot of the wav of all contro-
versy, who has not repentedly fonud bimself at a
loss, within the last seven years, on suelt poiots as
the following .—What are the limits of the civil
power in ecelesiastical watters, mul how far we
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sacrifice of church petneiple: ow the frecdom of
the Anglican chureh may he vindieated  against
the exorbitant elaims of Rome, and vet no o dis-
parngenwent ensue of the authorty inberent
the Catholie Apostolieal Cliureh @ again, how the
method  of voluntary  combination, so generally
resorted to o our days for important ceclesinstieal
objects, may be reconeiled with entire deference
to episcopad prerogative s how Curist's ministers
may “stwdy to be quiet,” and yet do their duty
ag watelmen, and not let their people slomber in
the midst of dangery and Low they may best nnite
unwearied meckness in judging, and active Christ-
e love, with strict reserve and  tnnely censure
towards every one that walketh disorderly.  The
time  was, not long sinee, when many of these
points appeared to most of us as mere historieal
curiostitios.  We e, perbaps, that  they  were,
abstrnetedly, of grave importance, bt we thanked
Ciop that our lot was east in times which required
not of us as pastors and stewands in Cnrists
serviee, any  distinet  consideration  and settled
views concerning them.  Now things are different
the cowrse of God's providenee has permitted the
cucmies or prompted the defenders of the Chinrel
to lay bare her very foundotions : and it has De-
come  nperative on usoally i discharge of our
ovdingation vows, 1o wake up onr minds as well
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poeints which we should gladly, o we might, have
taken on trnst.

Lt eannot be safo to shrink from this duty, and
say, as many scem inelined to do, that we eould
bear perscention itself better than the perplexity
of eonsidering such things, or the vesponsibility of
deciding for onrselves, and agitating others, con-
corning them.  We have put our hand te the
plongh, and we st not—we dare not—Iloak back.
[t is too late for sworn aud ordained (riests aml
ministers in the Chureh of Gob to dream of draw-
ing back from responsibility.  The natwree of the
case eontradicts the very thonght.  For what re-
spousibility ean be more fearful than Az, who in-
dolently and unthinkingly gives his assent to changes,
which, for aught he kiows, may prove not only
ruinons in the event, bat in theory and principle
alsa opposed to the traths amd ordinances wheye-
with Croeist has put him in trust?  Dismissing,
therefore, as o snare of our great enemy, the false
comfort which many of us, perhaps, are too mueh
inelined to take to onrselves, from a notion that hy
not interfering we keep ourselves irvesponsible, let
ns see whether the noprejudiced study of those
parts of Seripture, which are obviously best suited
to our case, may not supply us with a better and
more genuine eomfort, by furnishing some one clear
and unquestionable rale, which may go o rood way
e gniding us rightly, independent of all vesalts :



