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PREFACE.

The aim of the editor in this volume has been, so far
as was posgible, to give a record of the wars of Britain
as sung by her poets, and he wouald ask therefore
that the word «Warsongs '™ be given the most
liberal interpretetion. Such an attempt can at the
best be but partially succeseful, for many of her
greatest achievements have remained unsung, and
still more have been recocded in verse that is little
better than doggerel. Many of our ancient songs and
ballads of war that have escaped oblivien, such as,
for instance, the ballads of the ¢ Brave Lord Wil-
loughby '™ and = 8ir Andrew Barton,” hardly reach
even the lower lewels of poetry. There musat there-
fore remain large gaps in any such record as the
editor has had in view. He can only hope that he
has left as few such gaps as possible. Some notable
omissions there must indeed be owing to the exigen-
cies of the law of copyright, but the editor's debt to
suthors and publishers is so great, that even to make
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PREFACE

a bare mention of such eomissions is perhaps un-
gracicus.

The compiling of such a record in song as this,
needs in itself little apology. Whatever our views as
to the evils of war and of the caunaes that give it birth,
all may at least unite in admiration of the nobler
elements of human nature which war inevitably calls
forth. The editor hopea that it is this aspect of war
which the present coltection of poems will be found
to emphasire.

H. E. B.



The editor desires to express his great indebtednses to the fol«
lowing writers and publishers for thelr Mad permission to includs
copyright poems:—

My. Rudyard Kipling nod Mesars, Methosn for * Fond o

Ksbul Eiver” and the “Hymn before Action,” frem
“i Barrack-room Balleds " and ‘' Tha Seven Seaa' T-

wpactivaly
Bir Arthar Conan Doyle for ' The Song of the Bow'

from " Songe of Actlon ™ Smith Eldar
Mr. Hepry Mewbolt for ' Draka's Drom "

from ‘' Tha Ialand Raco ™ Elkin Matthews

and ** Waggoen Hill ™
fram " The Huiling of tha Loag Bhips " Jubn Murray
Mr. W. @. Holc for " T Road 10 Ladyemith
fiom " Posme Lovical atd Dramatic™ Elkin Matthyws
Profasscr Hovaman and Wr, Grant Richards for ' ofiy ™
fram ' A Shropahive Lad*
The Revercsd L. MacLant Watt for ** The Gowy Sothar™
Meggre. Kpgan Panl & Ca. for ** The Pighe at Maldgn ™

o Blr. A, C. Anchwoty's " Poams of English Hero-
ism ™

The Walter Boott Publhahing Company fr " The Brave
Camepon

frgm the lata Prafesaor Blackie's *' Laya of the High-
Intidy ana Inlandp

Mapern, Macwlilsp for " The Red Thread of Honcar,"
#The Private of the Bofa,” aod *' Ths Retom of
the Guurds ™

from the late Bizr F. H. Doylc's " Return of the Ouands’
and for = Eliagbeth at Tlibury
from *Tha Vislons of England ™ by the Late Profgmor
Palgrawe
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