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ADDRESSBES

oM THE %

- Deatn or Joun B. Ricg,

PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

jepprzes oF Mr. Warn, oF Irtinois.

Mr. SpeakER : I arise to pay a last tribute of respect to the mem-
ory of my late colleague, Hon. Jouw B. Rice. He died at the house
of his daughter, in Norfolk, Va., on the 17th day of December, 1874.
He left at the close of the last session with his health somewhat
impaired. During the recess of Congress he sought rest at resorts,
and at times he improved so that he and his friends hoped and
believed he would soon be fully restored. But this was not to be so,
and he did not take his seat at the commencement of the present
session, and gradually failing, died as I have stated.

But recently he whom we now moum was among us in robust
health, giving promise of many years of usefulness. His great heart
has ceased to beat, and he sleeps the sleep that knows no waking.

‘We stand above his honored grave and recall the graces and
grand qualities of his life,

A good man has gone to rest and the world is poorer for his loss,
though richer and better because he once lived.

To those who knew him as he was known here, no word of mine
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can add anything to the incense which envelops his memory or
increase the respect which in life his high character challenged from
all who came in contact with him.

Without pretension, he was industrious, earnest, and able; with-
out obstinacy, he was firm ; without self-rightecusness, he was scru-
pulously honest and conscientious in all things; faithful to his friends,
yet just to his opponents; true to his convictions, yet ever ready to
receive suggestions and advice. Scoming deceit, he diligently sought
for truth ; fearless in action and in the expression of his own opinions,
yet attentive and respectful to those with whom he differed; public-
spirited 8s & citizen, charitable to the needy, sympathetic with the
suffering. A gentle, loving, and indulgent father, genial as an asso-
ciate, he was a man to be honored and loved as he was in life, and
sincerely mourned as he is in death.

His early life was not spent under the most auspicious circum-
stances, and his eminence in his profession, in the social world, and
in politics was achieved by his own strong will and sturdy efforts.

Joun Brage RicE was born in the village of Easton, Talbot
County, Md,, in 180g. His father was & shoemaker, and he
learned that trade. It is not known how long he worked at this
humble calling, nor is it certain that he might not have continued at
it many years longer and the whole current of his life have run in a
different channel but for an accidental circumstance something in
this wise : The manager of a:Baltimore theater, while strolling along
one of the streets of the Maryland metropelis one day, overheard a
rich musical voice trolling out a song inside a shop, He stopped and
listened for 2 moment and then passed on, but the voice impressed
him as unusually fine, and he made it convenient soon after to drop
in at that shop and find out the possessor of the fine baritone.
After a brief negotiation, the young mechanic was engaged as a
chorister in Clemens's Theater, and it was there the stage life of
Joun B. Rice began. This was in 1836. The following year found
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him a member of the company of the Walnut Street Theater, Phila-
delphia, where he was engaged for “singing parts,” and occasiopally
was on for a song between acts. While in Philadelphia he married
Miss Mary Aon Warren, danghter of the old manager and actor,
William Warren, long since deceased. Miss Warren was then play-
ing soubrette parts at the Walnut Street Theater. Mr. Rice subse-
quently went to Albany, N. Y. where he opened the National
Amphitheater. That undertaking, however, proved a failure, and he
became associated with the proprietor of the Albany Museum. He
remained there four or five years as manager, and thence went to
Buffalo, where he joined the company of the Eagle Street Theater.
He became manager, It was at the Eagle Street Theater in Buffalo,
and under Mr. RicE's management, that Dan Marble made his first
great hit as a comedian; and it was also here that Charlotte Cush-
man, then a young lady of twenty-one or twenty-two, played one of
her very first star engagements, The Eagle-street enterprise suc-
ceeded but moderately in a financial way, and the manager con-
cluded to give it up and go west.

Early in 1847 he went to Milwaukee and there managed a theater
for a time. He ascertained that a canal convention—that was an
age of canals—was to be held at Chicago in July of that year, 1847.
It occurred to Manager Rice to seize the occasion and turn it to
account, and with such capital and credit as he could command he
went to Chicago and put up a wooden theater on Randolph street
between Dearborn and State streets.  He had calculated rightly; the
canal convention brought a large number of strangers to the city,
and the theater made money rapidly until it burned down.

The first “star” introduced to the Chicago public under his man-
agement was Edwin Forrest, who appeared as Jack Cade, June 15,
1B47.

Two months after the destruction of the wooden theater on Ran-
dolph street, Mr. Rick purchased a lot on Dearbomn street, the




