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PREFACE.

As we have stated [e o Prefitory Bemarks " that we wers
oppossd to emigration to Honduras, iF may be pecessary for g
to zay that we have, in ihe following weconnd, givem a deserip-
tion of what we sew, fdthiolly, and oz far se porsible withoul
praindice,

It wag ont intention 1o pablish “Prefatory Remarks” at the
time the article was wiitten, (Qetober 7, 1567,) bub we veservad it
for publication in connection with what we shonld se in Hon-
durps, which i done without albering o word, or the orsues of 4
single line,

Warren (0., Miss, e me—
Aprl 1568 | (HARLES SWEIT,






Prefatory Remarks.

Heveral friends and relafives entertaining the iden of visiting
Belize, (British Honduras), communicated their intentions to me
and expressed a wish that T should accompany them, which I
eould not consent to do; but promized to think of the mattor
and to give them an answer before their departure, feeling saiis-
fied they had not felly determined to po; but being assured that
they would go T af last consented to apeompany them, provided
nothing shonld cceur to provent,  IF they go, Tt s for the pur-
pose of endeavoring to convines thomselves that b s o betior
comntry than this, aud for the parpose of establishing themselves
there il they find the conntry such as they beliove i€ o ba.  I0T
go, it will be for the purpose of gratifying those who desire 1y
company, and with ne ixed determination to meke it my bome,
but on the conteary, with every foeling of opposition to that poe
Liog of the earth's suefece.  We ot peesent lnow bot little of
Betize, and even T may lnd safficient indocement to go 1o that
eauntry ; but at present, if asked whether I hink it would be bet-
ter to male the change, would ansswer with a deelded segative,
We have every reason fo belleve fhet conntry to be covered
with jangle and lagoons, feom which, the exbalatlon of phos-
phuretted and Carburetted hydrogen gas, consequent upon the
decompaogition of animal and vopatable rostter, must ba so great
ag almost to prevent the possibiliby of stranpers escaping 1w
influenee, nnd suffering from o malaria thad will producs 1emit-
tent, intermitient and peenicions fovers, Thia i s ressonsble to
gxpect ; pod how many of those who most pecesanvily nunder-
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go this seelimation will ever enjoy in fufure the health whick
was theirs in onr own coungry

The latitede iz forther south and nearer the eqoator, and it iz
a well authenticatsd fact that if s more desivable in a Hygisais
point of view to remove from o warm to 8 eold climate, ina
majority of instances, than from & northern to o latitude nearer
the equator.

Hera most of 0z are soclimated, "snd if talon sick we hava
physicians who sro acquainted with the diseazes of our ssction,
apd our peenliar idiesyncracics, aod consequently theve wonld
be n betier chanes of our wecovery than would be the case in
another latitode, howover ekillinl the treatment of oue cnse
might be, if nneocompaniod by the cirenmstances above named.
Here we have fiends who will rejoics with uz in onr prosperity,
atl who will sympathize with us in our misforiunes, which we
ean not expect in & strange land.  In o word, this is home; »
Tand that iz ours ; doably surs; boving been begueathod o us
by eur forefathers, whoe seerifieod thelr lves In the war of the
vewilation, and by those who so vecontly died i the valo attompt
to place our seclion in a position of independence,  Shounld this
country nob ba doarer than ever to us becanse of those vellestions?
Should wa pob ramain here and leep [urever gréen the graves of
departed heroes, or shonld we desert o land that hoe been bought
atznch & price, and fovgal the aaffering and privation of those
wh pee now beyond eeach of ooe sympasthy, and whom no woed
of eoconragemant ean reach, but whose memoriss we should
cherish, and whose deeds we should keep forever fresh in owr mem-
oeieat Bhouold we forget the midnight bivowas and scanty meal,
with the cold wet gronnd for our bed and the canopy o heaven
oer only oovering ¥ the [ong and tivesome marches, throagh raim,
enow and iee, with naked feef and ragped clothing ! Shoold we
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banial the recolleetion of all this from cur minde, and leave blank
the place now oeenpicd by such hallowed memories 7 No, lot us
defiberate well belore we leave onr homes, I i3 n serious matier
&t any time, and particularly so at the present. It 3s o sfep that
ghould not be taken withent the most earefol and exheustive con-
gideration, and until weare satizfied the changa will be greatly to
our advantage. Tmmedintely after the close of the war, o distin.
gaished contederate penersl, in o letter to mysclf, stated it to be
iz detarmination o go to Mexico should it be nesessary for him
to leave hore, yob ot the swme time steted it to be bls determipa.
tiom to remain bere as long a2 be conld, and said he wonld ad-
vigz all to doso a8 long as it could be done with honor wand
stety.

At the thoe of reseiving 1his letter T eontemplated going o
Mexien, bat the whols corvont of my thomghts was chaneed,
and T almost came to the positive cenclnsion to romain bers as
long as it coald be dono with * honor eud eafoly.” Since then,
events have rapidly transplood wirch have been of a character
to slmost justify o determination to change, yof such was not
my fecling ot the time the contemplated trip was made known
to me, noris it ot preseat; thoogh, nnder & covtain condition of
things, any land might poseibly be betber than cur owe, which
eondition has not vet areived, and T sinserely hope it moy never
by o meslfortune to witness,  Simes the Iabe war, thowsands
bave loft this eountry with the view to bettering theic condition,
and wany mors contemplate leaving, notwithstanding the faet
that few, if sny, of all who mode the change have beon able
to render sach an acconnt of their vew homes as to induee their
friends to follow. Many have pove, and moree will zo withoot
giving the subject the sonsideration it demands, but make the
leap in the dark, aod without calenlsting the result il they fail to



