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PREFACE.

-'Tur distances set forth in the following pages are taken by compass-
steppings frowi the map. They are gimply spproximetions. The
statements of cost are put in the penee that their emounts are suffi-
ciant to constract a railway, not by any msans of the firat class, but one
which can be made to answer the expediencies of the case, They are
stated on & general knowledge of the oost of reilways in & new country,
under similar physical conditions.

Ap said in the text, the lins laid down is laud dewo but a8 & basis of
dipcumslon. I find resson to think that investigation will lesd to deter-
minstion of a line cropsing the Nelson elsewhere than st Norway
House, A survey made by the Pecifiv Bailway saryice shows that
between the haads of the River Sturgeon and the heads of Lake Nipa-
gon, the country immedistely north of the height of land for & langth

. of nearly 400 milez is very poor. Dr. Bell's reports lead me to the
belisf that that poverty continuss at some pointa down towatds the
bankw of the Albany. They speak of the clay 20l of the Nalson extend-
ing ax far south as Barren’s River and slso fo what they call *“the

. height of land”—a phrase which iz wenting in theat quarter in definite-
ness,  Other information concurs with those stateronts in leading ma
to think that the worthloveoess, agrivaliurally, on the line betwesn
Lake Superior and Lake Wionipag, epplies commiderably farther to the
Korth. There is some resson for the opinion that to keap the proposed
route wall within the' rich aoils of Rupert's Tand, it mnet crobs the basin
of the Albany ae rapidly as poasible; snd follow theé heads of the
Equam, the Weemisk, the Teer, the Severn, &c. The undulationa
incident to thet course are of but little moment in & country whose
surfaces are 8o uniform. They offer no consideration worth s moment's
thought in comparison with the sdvantage of & location which, running
through fine acils, combines with it the meost faversbls possible acces-
sorier of settlemont—a system of water-ways.

This pamphlet rests to but a emall extent on my individuality. It
takes ita positions on other grounds by stating whers their proof has
been found. [ts thinking rests on reasonings whoee truth or falashood
the world can determine for itesll’ without any reference to me. My
personulity and molive having, however, been dragged into the subject;
it may be well to state both as they reslly are.
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Though bound to the United Btatea by many friendships and by the
love 1 bear my ohildren, 1 am not one of its citizens. Ihave never
cessed b0 be a British subjest. The military rank [ have the honor
to bave held in the TUnited Btates war obiainad when the Etate in
whose servica I won it had been in process of “reconstruction.” It
was obtained, therefors, ountside conditions which did not exist at the
timne within tha limita of that State —outside condifions of ¢ltisenahip.
I give this explanation as = simple matter of faok, but certainly noé in
& semse of apology for my acceptance of a distinction whose obtainment
is & subject of pride with batter men.

To estinfy further nguiry I bag leave to sdd that 1 am an Irishman,
A Civil Engineer by profession, I have prectised nnder 8ir John
McNeil, Mr. Leahy, Kr. Gravatt ; and elso in the servies of the Imperial
Government, Twanty-odd years ago I lived for three years in Ontario,
part of that time in promotion of a reilway northerly from Whithy,
Bubsequently T went to the United States. In 1876 I retnrned to
Canada, sad from that to this hare been lod f0 hold mysslf secluded
save when s few years ago [ published s pamphlet om the Grand Tronk
and o few months ago & pamphlet on the Pacific Reilway.

Soma people inguire into the motive of my pamphlst oo the Pacific
Railway. To the general ona of making myvelf kmown in nay profession ,
I ndd, in raply, the special one of breakiog down a systam which works
the sxclasion from the public servios of Civil Engineers who entertain
aimilar views to mine on the independancs of our profesgion. 8ir John
Macdonald made me ao offer twelve mmonths ago personally and sent me
a repetition of the offer subssquently by Hon. John O'Connor, of profae-
pional employment under the Crown. Evsn though the offer hed been
acceptable in all other vespacts—.and it wesa one, I understand, of
43,000 & year—I would still have besn unable to have accepled it, for
the reason I sasigned af the fime, the reason that, unsble to bend my
professional judgment to the nees of politicians, my sccsptance wounld
heve been followed within & month by dismissal. A sufficient motive
for my ooures on the subject of the Pacific Railway may, therefors, be
found in my anxisty to ehow the charsoter of its management in order
to obtain some such modification of the public service ss may enable
Enginesrs to maintain their connection with the political power in the
independence in which that connasotion is maintained by the bar.

I have only to add my acknowledgements far cooperation in the pro-
duction of this pamphiset to some gectlemen in Quebsc. M. Tasche, the
Deputy Commissioner of Crowti Lands in that Province, has Lindly met
my enquiries by supplying e with a map on which he had caused
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valoable information to be placed in my hends at the cost of much
Isbour. M. Chs. Edovard Gauvin, a Proviocisl land Surveyor, has
shown his devotion to the nationsl interests involved in the subject by
giving his professions] service in the producticn of tha original of the
map aoccompenying .this pamphlet—giving thet service gratuitously.
Mr. Peverly, anothor Provinclal Land Surveyor of Quebes, has also
assisted me kindly by a highly interssting report om the subject of
the country from Lake Mistaasini to Lake Abittibi, nesr “the haight
of land."
M. B. EEWSON.



