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“Dis erste und wichtigste aller Fragen, welehe der Mansch
fiir gich, filr Andere, fir den Btaat, fir die Erzichung, fir dis
Welt, jo sopnr in Bezug auf Vorschung und Erlisung sulwearfen
kann, ist die Frags nach der Moglichkeit des Besserwerdena,”

—Heupinr,

i Ta know how to suzpreat 13 the great &k of trachinzg.  To attain it we
must bs able to guess what will interost ; we must learn to read the childish
soul ng we tight a piece of mugie.  Then, by simply changing the kay, wa
keepup the attention and very the song,"—dmiels Jowrney vol. L, p. 181.

Firat Ediion, June, 15805 ;
Second Impression (with a few additions and correclions), July, 1001 :
Third Twipression, Jaouary, 1004 ; Fourth Jmpresion, November, 1906,
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PREFACE

Iw 1892 Mr. and Mrs. Felkin published a translation of Herbart's
Seience of Educalion and The Asthetic Revelation of the World,
to which I contributed a preface. The book has been well
' yoceived, and adopted as a text bock by the University of
Cambridge and other educational bodies. The same writers
now inerense the debt which is dee to them frowm all advocates
of sciontific edncational training by publishing the present
Introduction to Herbart's Science and Fractice of Education.
The object of the hook is to answer a question which many
students of education are now asking: Whe is Hetbart? and
what did he and his followers teach ? It answers thiz question
better than any other account of the Herbartian mathod hitherto
published in English, It is difficult to exhibit adequately the
educational views of Herbart by merely translating his worka.
Herbart's uge of philosophical phisseclogy is peenliar, and it is
soarcely possible for any ons to comprehend the full meaning of
his pedagogieal jrecepts who has not grasped the scope of his
philosophy as & whole, an enterprise for which few students
of education have either time or opportunity, Besides thiz the
doetrines of Herbart, like thoss of Pestalozzi and Froehel, have
been developed by a school of Herbartians to comclusions of
which, perhaps, Herbart wounld have approved, but which are
ot easily dissoverable in the text of his writings. The
Herbartian doctrine is not simply Herbart; it has been con-
verted into a body of practice. So, while Mr. and Mra. Felkin
have devoted the first chapter of their work fo an account
of Herbart's psychology and the secend to an acconnt of his
ethics, they add to their admirable presentation of Herbart’s
own views on practical teaching a deseription of the methods
of modern German teachers who eall themselves ' Herbartians,”

The book does not attémpt more than this. It is an excellent
descriptive account of one of the most important pedagogic
echools which sprang cut of the school of Pestaloezi, If some

parts of this account are more satisfactory than others, it is not
¥
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the fault of the anthors. Herbart's own treatment of the quess
ticns of government and diseipline is mot very satisfactory,
nor are the difficulties inherent in them cleared wp by his
snceessors. If Mr. and Mrs, Felkin fail in thiz department
to carry conviction to English renders, it is becanse those who
preceded them have failed also,

Ag it is no part of the province of this book to criticise the
doctrines of which it gives an account, euch a criticism can-
net be expected from the writer of the Preface. He would,
however, venture to say, as a practical schoolmaster of some
sxperience, that the part of the Ilerbartian doetrine which
carried least conviction to his mind is that of the concentra-
tion centres and the historieal eulture epochs, Any uniformity
in currieuls 19, 8o far as it goes, a hindrance to good education.
The faculties of the mind do not develop in the same order in
different individuals. The mind in tha child apd in the young
man is always growing, and at a certain normal age it may be
considered fo be matore; bot some minds have dewveloped
quickly, othars terdily ; and, bewides this general difference, the
taates for different pursuits at different ages are strongly marked.
Curvicula naturally take but little note of thizs divergence.
They assume the existence of a normal growth, the same for
all.  Justin proportion as the curriculum to which the learner
is suhject 18 rigid and uniform, so would it fail to be applicable
to a large number of stndents. An ideal aducation wonld be
diiforent for evory child, becanss the growths of no two minds
are the pame. Circumstances may force us to compromise, but
we should take care that our compromise gains ss much for us
and loses as little as possible,

In conclugion I may express my convietion that the present
book will prove a most welcome addition to the comparatively
small number of works on the scientific study of education
which exist in the English language.

0BCAR BROWNING,
IMrector of the Cambridge Universily Day Tredning Collegs
and Sscrelary to the Lanclers® Tradning Symdicate,

Hixg's Corivae, Canunibar,
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AUTHORS' PREFATORY NOTE

To Mr. Oscar Browning we and our readers are a second
time indebted for a preface to & work on Herbart, and we
gladly tale this opportunity of ecordially thanking him,
Our gincere acknowledgments are also due to Prof, James
Sully for his kindness in revising the passages on Her-
bart’s nge of the term “soul ™ to Miss K. M. Clarke for
revision of part of the menuseript and for many valuable
suggestions ; to Dr. Hermann Fehse, of the Real-Gym-
nasinm, Chemnitz, for his careful revision of some of the
proofs ; and to Herr Geheimerath Miiller, the reviser of
Hartemstein's edition of Herbart’s works for the German
press, for ready help and interost in the work.

Curavirs, Baxony,
April 17th, 1895,



