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Fifth Edition. 1s.net. Cloth, 2s. net.

THE i .
avagedom,
LD UHDEH Sln\r:dum.
Serfdom,

AND THE NEW. Wagedom,

Freedam.
By MORRISON DAVIDSON.

Wit to Mr. Morntsos Davivsos, ander date Aug,
z3ml, 1504, Coust LEo TolsTOY says j—

DEAR Sik,—]1 got your two books, and thank you
heartily for them. Tt is the greatest joy of my ife to know
persoms such a8 you, and 1o see that the ideas which T live
fior are likewise the mainspring of ife unto otherz, and are
expressad in such beautiful and vigorous style as T had
oocasion to notie in your two booki

Both your hooks are remarkably good, and 1 canmot
mive the preferonce ro either of them:  In ** The Old Order
and the New ' the Christan truth servez 1o corroborate
the trath of the Socialistic tendencies; whereas in “ The
Gospelaf the Poor™ it is the Sceialistic, Communisric, and
Anarchistic theories that seeve to corroborate the Christian
truth, which cocopies the most prominent part.

Thoagh, while there is a censorship in Rossa, the pube-
lishing of these books is out of the question, yet [ shall get
some of my friends to translate them, and will then spread
b,

The coemies of the Kingdam of God have but one means
lett them : it is oo hush ep the teuth and make Lelieve they
ncither Biear ror comprehend it—the fact of which was so
strkingly ai.'li.m:m"lr_'d[g::xl by the French when they pero-
hildted to publish the peocesses (pleadiogs) of the Anarchists.

It follows toen the chief steapgle which lies before a
laboarer of the Kingpdom of God is to frustrate this plot of
u;.in-lh::h-.'m"ing and nun-hearng of what is szen end heard
wf all.

I therofore wizsh you, as a strong and active labourer,
the greatest amount of spintwal enargy and enfire success
in i Youors truly,

LEG TOLSTOY,

LONDON :
FRANCIS RIDDELL HENDERSON,
26, Paternoster Square, E.C,
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FOREWORDS
TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

Since this Looklet was originally penned, some ten years
ago, the Higher Criticism has largely busied itself with
the four accepted Gospels or Biographies of the Master.
With what result? Even e Fritish [eekly, chief oracle
of Orthodox Nonconformity, is constrained reluctantly to
admit ““the uncertainty that seems to hang round the whole
story of His life” :

“ HWoho wrede the Gogpels ! s nof certain,

YO TR Ren twere Ehey qerrlien 0 T ned cerdain,

“ How close do they bring us t poind of dime fo the cvents
which they purport fo record?  Ji s not possble fo proe a
precize ansiver.

 How far do they represent the seind ¢f Christ as it was in
tlself, piving ws the very aords that e gpole, and how far fhe
mind of Chrdst as 1 had come #o be v the wmind of His
dtsciples, inflecied, modified, adapied by and fe new circvwm-
stances and experiences—inierprefed by Hip Spiet perkaps, dud
really mnlerpreled—and fhevefore wed tn Mhe sbiwl and Ricral
sense historicad?  Once more 1 is fmpessible fo draw a clear
firee.

# There are lundreds of sucl prodlems ™.

But, whatever may come 1o be settled expert opinien
regarding the letrer of the Gospel narratives—and it
promises to be considerably more destructive than I had
anticipated—the positions taken up in Fhe Gospel of the
LFogr, T find on reperusal, are not apprectably affected
thereby, For said not 5t Augustine, and said truly P—

That which fs called the Christian Religion exisled anong
the Ancients and never did nod exisd from ihe planting of the
Huntan Race untid Chigsd came e jflerh, ai whick fime e
froe Relivion, WHICH ALREADY SUBSTSTED, degan fo be called
Eﬁnkﬁhm“{}l.

What the Christ really did was to focus in His own soul
all the broken lights of Spiritual Truth in His day—lights
ineffectively scattered abroad, for unnumbered preceding
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centuries, among all the leading Nations of the Earth. Of
these truths He made “current coin™ by the spotless and
unique example of His own life and death.

Christ's Religion, therefore, is not & Religion bflt ihe
Religion, because His Gospel corresponds to the inborn
capacity of man as revealed in the Mistory of the Race.
He is not @ Master among Masters but #he Master. “God
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him.” Says
Professor Harnack with rare penetration:

IFhat the firsé disciples received from Ifim goes far beyond
the particular words and the preaching they heard from Him,
and their mode of afprehending Him, exceeds Mt omoen self-
weutness.  Jf could mot be otherwise ; these diseiples were con-
seipus that they possecsed n Chrsl not ondy @ Qeacher . . | .
they knero themselves as redeemed, vew men redeemed Hhrongh
Him,

In other words the Feligion of Christ ix sclfilluminating
and, in the last arhitrament, it is as independent of written
records as of hierophants of the altar. It can very well
survive the complete elimination of the supernatural by
Cnticism, Iligher or Lower.  * Be ye perfect even as your
Father in Heaven is perfect,”  ° He that believeth in Me,
the works that [ do shall he do also; and grealer [more
supernormal, mef supernatural | works than these shall he
do.” “'l'o as many as received Him pgave He power to
beeome Sons of God."  Inthe Contangorary for June (1902),
a writer (1), Joye) on *The Reformed Church in France”
ohserves, and his Faith is mine :

How has He (Chrisi) declared Iim (God)? e has
declared Him as * Truth’ and * Lope!  For alf men (Fod f5
undonbledly Fersonal Beng whose acifont—almost entively
unimown—ean only be epifomized tn that deuble abiribuie,
' Truth and Love’ [When a man's intelligence, in all its
natural Reason and TWitl, fixves its desire exclusively on Truth
and Leve, I eannot free myself from the idea that God wonld
communicate fo such an futelligence thar Positive Revelation
wlich Orthodoxy will only recognize as supernatural.  The
wiords of the author of the Provecds ouglt lo come home with
ail their force:

‘THEY THAT SEEK THE LORD UNDERSTAND ALL THINGS !’



