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Introduction

THis voiume of selections from the writings
of Benjamin Franklin begins with a series of
extracts from hkis ** Aunlobiography.” The oc-
casion and motive for the composition of this
work are explained in its opening paragraph,
It was Degun in 1771, Franklin, at that time
resitling in England as the agent of the Ameri-
can colonics, was enjoying a woek's leisure at
the country house of his friend Dr. Shipley,
the Bishop of St Aszaph’s, He was in his sixty-
sixth year. T'he contrast between hLis present
position of honer and inlluence and the narrow
circumstances of his boyvhood was striking,
though the full force of Frankhin’s personality
and his greatcst services to s country were vet
to be displayved.

It was for the perusal of his own family, ap-
pazetitly, that the memoirs were first under-
taken, and there 14 no evidence that at this time
Franklin considered the gquestion of their ulo-
mate publization. The composition was inter-
rupted after ke had told the story of his life up
to the period of his marriage. Thirteen years
later, in 1784, while living in France, he re-
sumed his task., The blank line on page 78 of
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the present volume indicates the beginning of
the second portion, and its conclusion will be
found on page oz, The third and fnal section
of the memoairs was written in Philadelphia in
1755, in the avthor's cighty-second year.

He writes under «late of October 2gth, 1788,
to his friend Benjamin Vaughan, who hard seen
and praised the OHrst part of his manuscript :
"1 am recovering from a long-continued gout,
and am diligently emploved in writing the His-
tory of my Life, to the doing of which the per-
suasions contained in your letter of January
315t, 1783, have not a little contributed, [ am
now in the year 1756, just before I was sent to
England. To shorten tie work, as well as for
other reasons, I omit atl faclts and transactions
that may not have a tcndeneyv to benefit the
voung reader, by showing him from my exam-
ple, and my success in emerging from poverty,
and acquirning some degree of weaith, power,
aad reputation, the advantagesof certain modes
of conduoct which 1 ohegerved, and of avoiding
the errors which were prejudicial 1o me. If a
writer can judge properly of his own waork, I
fancy, on reatting over what is already done,
that the book will be found entertaining, inter-
esting, and uscful, more so than I expected
when I began it,”

Entertaining, interesting, and useful the
* Autobiography' surcly is. The extracts
chosen relate largely to Franklin's early life,
and to the formation of his habits and charac-
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