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PREFATORY NOTE

A realization of the fact that the general practitioner is mot
usually prepared to make, on account of lack of extensive apparatus
snd other vonveniences, elaborate chemicel tests end examinations,
has prompted the authors to prepare this book. °Laboratory
Methods™ is not of an eneyelopedie form, nor ig it a limited com-
pend, and is especially designed for the genersl practitioner who
desires to make, easily and inexpensively, examinations on which
he may depend. )

The physiclan may have esperienced aome discourapement in
attempis to conduet certain examinations, but he has probebly
been confused by the cormplexity of the large book and thwarted
by the paucity of the eompend. It iz not presumed that the prac-
titioner shall attempt every investigation, but this book will show
that many of the comparatively simple cases that are usually sept
to distant cities for expert examination may he made with more
satisfactory results hy the practitivoer.

It has becn the aim of the authors to simplify methods both as
to apparatus aml {echmic. KEssential factors bave not, however,
Deen omitted, but have been emphasized in such manner as to indi-
cate their importance, Only the hest tests ara given, so that the
reader will not be perplexed by being obliged to do any choosing
for specific cases. Stregs hae been lald on safe diagnosis, and
sources of error, ag well ar the value and limitation of tests, have
been pointed out.

B. G. R W, M.D.
E G OCW,MD



PREFACE T0 SECOND EDITION.

Certain portions of this book have been reorgunized, and there
have been sdded deseriptions of the Albumin Sputum Test for
Tuberculosis, Bass and Watking’ Rapid 'Widal Method, Noguchi's
Butyric Acid Test for Syphilis, and the Urobilinogen Test for
Hepatie Funetion.

Furthermore, an attempt has been made to meet some of the
needs of the amatenr analyet; and for thig reason a few tests
have been added in the form of an appendix, which ineludes a
Bedside Method for the Estimation of the Urinary Acidity, a
very valuable Indican Test, a simple Test for Indolacctie Aeid, a
consideration of the Bence-Jones Albumose Body, the Sulphosa-
lcylie Aeid Test for Urinary Albumin, and the Hermann-Peratz
Berum Test for Syphilia,

B. 3. R W, M.D.
E G C. W, M.D.
April, 1013,
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