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PREFACE

THIS volume is, with a few additions
and varations, and with {Tusirations by
scleeted hymns (accompanied, when not
Lnglish, by translations}, a reprnt from
Volume XIL, published in 1881, of the
last edition of the Fuaclafedia Hritannica,
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HYDMNS

1. CLASSICAL HymMNODY

THE word *“hymn " (Tpey) was employed
by 1he ancient Creeks to sipnify a sonpg or
poem compascd 1n honour of sods, heroes,
or famous men, or 1o be recited on some
Joyful, mouenful, or selemn occasion. Pal-
ymnia was the name of their lvric muse.
Homer makes Aleinous enlertain Odyssens
with i # hymn * of the minstrel Demodocus,
on the capture of “U'roy by Lhe wooden horse.
The HWerks and Dayr of Hesiod begins with
an nvecadion to the Muses to address hiymns
to Zeus, and in his Fheogorda he speaks of
them as Si:!g'[ng 0r [nﬁ]::'[ri.ng Ehymms " o
all the divinities, and of the bard as © their




2 HYMNS

servant, hymnmy the olories of men of old,
and of the gods of Olympus,” Pindar calls
by this name gdes, ke his own, 0 prase of
conguerors at the public games of Greece.
The Adheniat dramaists {(Eonpdes most
frequently) wse the word and s _éﬂgnate
verbs in a simiar wanner ; they also de-
seribe b them metrcal oracles and apo-
phthegms, martial, festal, and hymenaal
songs, dirres, and Jamentations or incanta-
tions of woe,

Hellenie bymns, according o this con-
ception «f ghem, have come down to us,
some [rom o very early and others [rom a
late peried of Ureek classical literature
Thaosg which passcd by the name of Homer
were already old in the time of Thucydides,
They are mytholmneal pocms (several of
them long}, in hexameter verse,—some very
iiteresiing.  That Lo Apoile contains a tea-
ditionary history of the origdn and progress
of the Delphic worship; these on Hermes
and on Dienysus are marked by much liveli-
ness and poetieal fancy, Hymns of a like
general character, but of less mterest (though
these alsc embedy some fine poetical tradi-
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tions of the Greele mythology, svch as the
story of Tiresias, and that of the wanderings
of Leto), were written in the thivd century
before Christ, by Callimachus of Cyrene.
Cleanthesz, the specessor of Zeno, camposed
{alse in hexameters) an ®excellent  and
devout hymn™ {as i is justly called by
Cudwarth, n his Jetefectial Spsfem) to
Zens, which is preserved in the Felogw of
Stobeeus, and fram which Aratus borrowed
the wards, * For we wre also His offspring,”
guated by 51 'aul ot Atliens.  The so-called
'l_h'phh'. hymns, m hecumeger verse, styled
rederad, or hymns of ipitiation into the
“mysteries ™ of the Hellenic religion, are
produoctions of the Alexandnan school—as
to which leaened men are not agreed whelher
they are carlicr or later than the Christian
CIT.

The IRomans «id not adopl the word
“hymm ™ ; nor have we maoy Latm poems
of the classical age to which it can properly
be applied. There are, however, a few
which approach much more nearly than
anything Hellepic to the form and character
of modern hymnody.




