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PREFACE

In May of 1915 this study was presented to the Faculty of
Arts and Sciences of Leland Stanford Junior University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor
of Philosophy. It is now being published in the hope that it
may throw some light on the custome and manners of the Eng-
lish people of the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries,
an the entirely conventional habits of thought and expression as
found in the literature of the time, and on the debt of Middle
English literature to other literaturea of medieval times.
Within the restricted limits of the field of research, my prime
object, both in the collection and in the presentation of mate-
rial, has been thoroness and accuracy ; so that those who may be
interested in this partieular subject may find here a reasonably
trustworthy work of reference.

T gratefully acknowledge my indebtedness to the authorities
of the University, and my specific obligations to Professora H.
D. Gray, O. M. Johnston, and Dr. A. &, Kennedy, and espe-
cially to Professor R. M. Alden, under whose direction this
dissertation was completed, for his sympathetic advice and
invaluable suggestions, I wish also to pay high tribute to the
inspiring example of sound scholarship and patient and pene-
trating eriticism of my master, the late Doctor Ewald Fliigel,
nnder whose guidance this work was bagun and almost finished.

WarTer Cryor Comry.
Vanderbilt University, October, 1916,
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