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INTRODUCTION.

Tew play wes entitled Eregarar or Sregamddon?, from
the incident of Hippelytus offering s chapiet of fvwers
to the staine of his patron poddess Artemis {v. 78), and
to distinguish i4 from soocther and earlier’ play ealled
‘Irwddyros rahuwrdperos, in which the body of the youth
wis eovered as it was brooght on the stage by attandants,
This was raither & second edition or improvement om the
cther than a new play or another portion of a trilogy.
. The former play appesrs, from maoy passages in Ariato-
phanes®, to have beatt attacked for the immorality of the
charaeters drawn by the poet, sepecially thai of Fhaedra.
In the present play he corrected what woe amiss or des
serving of blame in fhe former?, and sertainly he has
prodused & grest work of ari, not inferior, perhaps, to sny
extant work of the tragics®.

We learn from the didascalias, or elagerecords pre.
served in the Argnment, that she play was brooght ook
in the archeénehip of Epsmeainon, OL 87. 4, of B, 429, the

! Bimilarly the Afor of Bophocles wes onlled parropndipoy from
the whip with which the bero best the waitle in his madness, v. 245
Lo the Zredarpdpor,

* Thewmn, 163, 407, 627, 580. Han. 850, 1048,

4 Argume vh swperdy xol morgyopdey dfve Ir reiny Buipbure Ty

ol 8 Bpiiys wiw wpsrwr, Argum. This means, not thad the play
s ome of the poet's earlisss, buk that it ts one of his beek, —of the first
class, 2 wonsy ; or poasibly, ‘ons of thoss whish obiained the firsb
prise” In the “Ywdbsmy to tha Andromachs we rend vs 3 Sodus hiw
Bevrdpuswr, i I thak to the Orestes vd bpdue v dul cuprle vidonis
AT,



L] INTRODUCTION,

yoar of Perlcles' death. Euripides gaiced ihe first prize,
Iophon, the som of Bophooles, the second, snd Iom {of
Chios) the third, Thke scene iz laid at Troezen, which in
the titne of Thesens was an appansge of Athensz®, and the
chorus consists of young married Troezenian ladies?,
' The play is remarkshls, nof only as recording & lagend
or iradition kxown {o ma in other parrativea?, of tha
trinmph of chestity over temptation, but ss containing
Orphic doetrines, which appear to have inonleated, among
other ascelic exercisead, the mertt and virtos of sbaclnte
continenaal, The moral of the play tends rather to show
the danger of rejecting the patueal pgifte of the gods, amd
glighting their prerogatives. It wos from his presump-
tuons disregard of the goddese of love that Hippolytos met
with hiz uniimoly fate?. Im order to sttain her end, she
bad inspired Phaedrs, the dacghter of the Cretan king
Mines, and the wife of Thesens, with & seerel passion for
Hippolytnz, who was the flegltimate son of Thesens by
20 Amazon ¢allsd Anticpe. Bhe pines and abetaine from
food #ill har friends are serlonsly alarmed st her sondition.
The real eanse of her malady, after some hesitation, is a-
vowed to tha nurse, who, deaiteas only of saving ber mis-
tress’ life, and not moch concerned about the morality of the
proceeding, endeavours, without the knowledge or comenr-
rence of Pheedra, to bring sbout & meeting between the two.
Hippolytus is shooked st the proposal, and witers indignant
reproaches ‘aguinet the whole rass of women, MNevarthe- ¢
less, as he is nnder an oath of seereey, extoried from him
by the purse, he resists the natural impunlee of his hononr-
abla mind f0 revesl the whols aiffair to his faihar?.
FPhaadra, Littls thinking that ihe ntres had left her in opder

1 fen v, 1188, (OF Soursa thia is begpend and nob hiskory.)

o yy. 18800 TR0, waides ebprieis Troddms,
' % B, g that of Ballerophon and the wifs of Prostus, o IL vi 180
peg., thai of Fosaph and Foliphar's wife, Gen, 2xzix. | and Fialding's
charaoter of ‘' Joseph Andrews.”

* Ban v, BEE

! Bae v, 1008, compared with T8 seqq.

*yr 8, 88, 1400—L In this seuss, tho 'Hippolytes' muy be
wﬂ;mﬂﬁﬂh'm'

¥ 0.



INTRODUCTION. T

to inform Hippolytos of her love, sees mo escaps from
disgrase but by evicide. Belors exsenting her purpose, ahe
ecomposed & latter to Thesens (then absent from Troezen
for the purpose of comenliing the oracle), and makes a
formal charge ngainst Hippolying of having bad designg
tor bar sednetion, Thosous, enraged st the supposad brag=
ness of his son, whose defenca he regards se mized falzo-
bood and hypodrisy, diters againet him a eurse, one of
threa which hin father Fossidon had promized should ba
eflactive against his enemies. Ascordingly, as he is leaving
Troezen in & car, scoompunied by his frisnds, who essort
bira to the eonfines of the land from which he bas been
banishad for ever by Thasens, & sea-monster appaars, sent
by Poweldon, and so ssares the spirited: steeds that they
overtorn the sar on tha rocky shors, and Hippolytna is
fatally hark He sarvives long enongh to be reconciled to
his father, and to take leava of his devoted Irlend snd
eampanion in the ahase, the virgin-goddess Artemia,

There is much thst iz touching as well a8 instroetive
In this bosxtiful story. Hippolyine, if not deveid of a kind
of pedaniry, i# & pare-minded youth, brooght up with a
religions horror of min, and with so temder & consciencs
ihat he had rather bear the false charge sgainsi him than
viclate an cath whish, under the ciroumsinncos, he feals
is hardly of moral obligation!, This drama therefore is
& enlogy of cwdpeotry sud eiréfen. The Orphio and
Pythagoroan philosophy inouleated the dootrine of & fmturs
judgment?, snd the reward of virtns and seli-denial in
this lite, ‘Thers is & strong sentiment in man that smoh
is really his destiny”; and to the pagan mind hercis
honours after death* and s happy abode in Elysinm wera
the fulfilment of this aspiration,

1y 812

3 Pind. OL il 55 rd £ dr vjle dabs doyd Shurpd ward iy foedfn nuy,
Apach Buppl 328, sdwsi Bued{e rewharmuol’, wy Aiyec Loy dhhos
woggilewr dorrdrog bieog, Compars the beantiful charsctor of young
Juson, brought up In tonocence with Chirco's danghbers, Pind.
Prih. iv. L. ;

" Hor. Od. {il. 17, 31, "Quanta quisque sibl plurs negaverit, a dis
plurs ferot?

-4 Boav, 1688 ~Pansan {L 3L 1, 'Trwoléry v Bnmiey riods e dus



a INTRODTATTION, .

The legend of Hippolytns' death is perhaps adapted to
the name, whish seems to have eome from the Amssonian
Queen Hippolyte®., He is the Firliuws of Roman myih?,
the spectral hunter who [requents the darksome woods
with the Cretan Artemds Distynns®, I wae sald that as
& reward for his wirtne he was restored to life by Aeson-
lapine, who was blasted for his presnmpiion by & thonder-
bolt from Zensd,

A ecomirast seems intended by the poet betweon the
wioclenea of Phasdra’s poasaion which she was noable fo
reaist?, and the strong self-comirol of Hippolyms. The
following elagant splgram® expresses this fsot, which cught
uot to escape the readar’s attention in estimating the aha-
ractar of Phasdrs ;

Zwipazivy ral Ipnnrmfwmﬂn#m
xfiwrer wepde Gherar dugdrepas

Dalfpmr pir erairee wopbin wéfor Trrshiron,
Trxiheror § ayed wigee saafpordim.

With ths Boman poets Hippolytus was the typieal hero
of self-resiraint, Thus Properbing describes s Leng 8 5o
sodactive that she could meks even an Hippolyios go
astray’,

Wao moe besr in mind moreover that the Greeks
thought suiside,—in & good canss, at lepst,—highly honour.
able®, and that of falsehood they took a very lendent view.
The fanlt often bromght againet Phasdrs, of wrongly mo-
eusing Hippolyine, was dos o the patursl reseniment of

dardararor dewirsy, gal rody dr sy anl dysded feme dpgsion.  Thid,
il 13, &

¥ yv, 881, BHL.

5 Virg. Aen, vil 788, Ovid, Post. (H. 288, vl T80,

® This story, like that of Endymion, arose from the spparent
° eontact of the moon with the ssrth st the horison, Bes the nots on
v, T4l .

4 Alossk, 8, Asech. Ax. Wi Virg. Asn, vil 770, Paumn. i 27 4

¥ ¥, 1084, drwhpdrneer shu Eyovra sodooriy, ‘she was wise in dying
when she conld no longsr control her love

! Anthol. Gr, ix. 188

¥ Propert. v. 8, B, Docts rel Hippolytom Venar! mallire megsnton.
. " Especially thas by tho sword | see Bur. Hel. 199, Trosd 1010



INTRODUCTION. §
a woman who thonght herself both slighted and disgrased?,
Bhe had feared to faoe Thesems, and she had sought for
a plea which wonld exemss her (n his eyes, EBhs had re-
solved that, if they eould not live together, they shoull
dis together,

Ii s really diffioult to estimats too highly the merits of
this fine play. All the sharssters, rightly understond, pre
troe to notore: and it is only becsose motives are super-
fieially viewed that the adverse criticiems of Aristophancs
have fonnd apy favoonr?, Phsaedra prefers death to dis-
hononr, the nurse prefers her migtress’ life to her morals,
and 80 sonnsals the induolgenss of & pasgion Wwhish aha
thinks may remain eoncealed®; Hippolytos prefers virtue
to sonsual plessnres placed within his grasp. Nod lesa
nataral is the hasty anger of Theseuns, which wea pardonabla
nnder his torrible mistake and which is amply atoned for
by hi# remores in the tooehing esens of mmtual forgivenssa
nnd recondilistion &t the closs of o pley, which deserves, if
any play ever did, the name of & genuing Tragedy,

1 Jyvemal well noderabood this, Bak x, §23,

Mubber seviasime tong s,
Qutam sthvules odls pudor admoyl,
A poot hag o denl with o Jagend, whish he § ot at Uherky 4o alter,
bob emn enly treat in the most natars]l manner thed the eircom-
winncey allew of.

" Ha may indesd have mefermed & the formsr play, the 'Tar, za-
Averdperos. Buot be parodies s line from the pressni play (#45)
in Equit. 1€, whish was brought ot ouly five yesrs tor,

1y, 488408,



