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PREFACE.
TueRE s 0 Jarge number of pamphlets, trm:l:s..,'
and sermong published on the sulject with which
this book deals but, from their lmited size, such
are not able to deal very comprebensively with
the many aspects of the fguestion which present
themeelves ‘There are also o few scientific books
denling with the laws of chaoce, but the very
limited sale that these lhove obtained, showe that
there is still =omething wanting in the form of
& book which aims af the same time at beingz
both comprebensive aml popolar. I this one is
the means of helping any to take the right side
in contending against ome of the grestest evils
of this age, the object of tbe writer will have

been attained,
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BETTING AND GAMBLING.

CHATTER L
THE RISTORY AND NATURE OF GAMBLING.

L1kE many other evils, cambling is of great antiquity ;
indeed, thers ecan be but little dosbt that it dates
back to pre-historic times, Wa know that the
Roman soldiers cast lota at the foot of the cross for
the garments of the Hon of God; and long before
that time, we are told, Bamson slew n company of
Philistines in order to obtain the wherewithal to
enable him to pay a Let that he had lost, throngh
the treachery of his heathen wife. Whether that
was the first time gambling had eansed man's hands
to be stained with man's Llood, we are not informed,
but it certainly was not the last time. Since then
the biood of thonzands has been witnessing ngainst
this cursed evil, which has brought so much misery
into the world.

Three hundred vears belore Christ was born the
gambler was claszified by Aristotle with the thief:

and laws were enacted in pagan Greece and Home
v
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for the suppression of gambling. Eoripides and
Juvenal both tell ue that in Greee, and Cicero tells
us that in Jlome, nttempts were made by the State
to restrict the evil Ly mesns of lagislation.

The early Yathera of the Christian Chureh waged
incessant war with this viea of gambling. Dr.
Westeott, the DBishop of Dorham, tells ve that one
of the eartiest Clristinn writings was directed to
the sulject, and eontained familinr words to this
effeet :—" IT you say that vou see o Christian when
vou nee o dice plaver, you say you are wlhot you are
not, becanze yon ace a partner with the world,”

Lot us tnke o fow more examples of the opinion
of the early FPathers, &y Chryveostom says: © Not
Crodd, bt the devil faund eut play;" 84 Cyprian
ravs: YA eommon pmmezter may eall hieself o
UChpistian, but Le js nob one ;™ S8 Clemens Alex-
atdrinns saye: “ldleness and wantouness provide
thege pames for the laze and wselvs: peeple of the
world™ At the conneil of Eliberis it was deereed
that “a Cliristian playing ab deo or tables is not to
G admitted to Holy Commuonion Lot after s year's
penanee and pbstention, and his total amendment,”

Tl Mahoteeda 11'[‘-:‘!&1 nt n very :-m*]:,.' ukagp_
wab evidently fainted with the same evil, and it
was prolably in existence thouglont the whole of
Arabin, for we find the I'rophet Mahomet saying in
the Komn, Sura V. i “0 ge thot believe! Verily
wine, and the costing of lots, and images, and
divining arrows, are an abomination from amongat



