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PREFACE.

Tue author of this work, on his vetum from the
General Assembly of 1837, propoesed to publishina
religious newspaper. o brief history of the Plan of
Union, and the causes of its abrogation. He was
advised, however, to adopt the pamphlet fonn, or
make use of the pages of some periedical of & more
permanent character.  On proceedillg to investigate
the subject with this design, bhe found it so exten-
sive as not 1o be eusily compressed within the nar-
row limits commonly assigned wo articles in religious
magazines ; and he f[inally concluded {o give to the
publi¢, a smail volume, in which the recent contro-
versies In New England, sheuld be fully exhibited.
In presenting this part of the subject, two modes
occurred, each of which appeared to possess peculiar
advantages as well as disadvantages. The one was,
w give a concise statement, entirely in his own lan-
guage, of the positions maintained by different wri-
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ters in the discussion ; the nther was, to exhibit more
fully, not anly the main positions, but the arguiments
by which they were supported, with copious extraets
from the orizginal articles. The latter mode is the
one principally pursued in this volume.  While this
mode is less congizge than the other, and often makes
it necessary to repeat the statement of the peints in
debate, it will be found to have an important advan-
tage, in giving the resder an extensive acquaintance
with the subject. Tt hus not been thought advisable
i all instanees to denote by marks of guotation, parts
of gentences and expressions, ntrodueed from the
different writers, Instating their opinions, free use
has been made of their lanruace, without particular
marks to denote 1t,

The anthor hag had no desire to coneeul his own
views on the controverted topics,  Iaving read with
attention the writings on both sides, and having
gencral, as he thinks, suceceded in understanding
them, he has been frank to cxpeess what are his own
convictions, whenever trath seemed (o require him
to doit. The difference, however, between the
New Haven divines and their opponents, he regards
as trivial, compared with the great doetnines of the
gospel, all of which they hold in common ; nor does
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he see the least canse, on the ground of theological
sentiment, for strife or aliepation.  In expressing his
opinion of the measures of the majority of the last
General Assembly, and of the opposers of New
Haven in Connecticut, and in estimating the argu-
ments of dilferent writers, rank, and age, and influ-
ence in the chureh, and acknowledeed worth, have
not been preminently belore his mind ; but the qual-
ity of the measures and argnments themselves. Nox
does he feel much concern respeeting the manner
in which this velume shall be received, by any por-
tion of the pablic. He is content to know that it
contains historical truth, and to believe, that it is
important for the Miture peace and prosperity of the
church, that the subjeets on which he has written,
should be presented i1 & more condensed {orm, than
they are found in the voluminons decuments, which
he has been obliged to consult, i preparing this
volume for the press.

Middletown, Con., April, 1534,
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